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Grace  Evangelical  Lutheran Church   •  westervillle, ohio

The Voice   of Grace

We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)

Mission Statement
Our mission is to reach out

with the love of Jesus
 to grow disciples and 
serve our community. 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
Vision Statement

We vision Grace to be a welcoming
Christ-centered community of 

faith,inviting all, growing in discipleship, 
sharing in ministries. 

Worship Schedule for April 
April 5 - Wednesday Lenten Series Conclusion - 7:00 p.m. 

Following 6:00 p.m. Soup Supper
Martin Luther’s Catechism (The Sacrament of the Altar)

April 9 - Palm Sunday

 Holy Week
Tuesday, April 11 - Lenten Worship Service and Luncheon  - 11:00 a.m.

Call for reservation

Maundy Thursday - April 13  - 7:00 p.m.
Service and Handwashing.

Good Friday - April 14 - 7:00 p.m.
Tenebrae Service.

Easter  - April 16
8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Breakfast between services. 



Dear Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ,

“You can’t follow Je-
sus for ten steps without 
bumping into questions of 
justice, but you can chase 
justice for 1,000 miles 
and still not find Jesus.”   
- (Bishop Wayne Miller, 
Metro Chicago Synod-
ELCA)

Yes, I’ve quoted an ELCA Bishop!  And that’s 
because his words describe the contemporary 
confusion among many Christians between 
social justice and the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
So, for example, some time ago a local news 
reporter interviewed an earnest young clergy 
person at a demonstration for a particular so-
cial justice issue at the Statehouse.   At one 
point the pastor responded, “We are commit-
ted to the gospel of social justice.”  I turned to 
my wife Julie and said, 
“There it is!  Right now 
there are well inten-
tioned Christians nod-
ding in agreement.  The 
problem is there is no 
such thing as ‘the gospel 
of social justice.’”

It’s true.  There’s only 
one gospel and it is the gospel of Jesus Christ 
who, born of Mary, was crucified, died and 
raised from the dead!”  This is the heart and 
soul of the faith we proclaim and of the mys-
tery and miracle we celebrate at Easter.   

This does not, however, in any way mean 
that to be an orthodox Christian, a person 
who seeks to be faithful to a biblically root-
ed historic Christian faith, is to be someone 
blind to issues of social justice.  On the con-
trary, as Bishop Miller states, you can’t follow 
Jesus ten steps without facing questions of 
social justice.  To follow Jesus is to have our 
eyes wide open to see and our hands and re-
sources ready to serve the needs of the poor, 
the oppressed, the homeless, the hungry, the 
underemployed, the lonely, the marginalized, 
the lost and the seeking. 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
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Pastor Will Hartfelder

You are invited to participate in the annual

 WESTERVILLE COMMUNITY
GOOD FRIDAY CROSSWALK &

WORSHIP SERVICE
Friday, April 14, 2017 - 11:15 a.m.

The day begins with a Community CrossWalk, 
which steps off from the Cornerstone Commu-
nity Church, 233 S. State St.  The walk begins 
shortly after 11:15 a.m. and proceeds north on 
State Street following Jesus carrying the cross 
into Uptown. 

It is a privilege to witness to hundreds of peo-
ple driving or walking past. The procession ends 

at the Church of 
the Messiah, 51 
N. State Street, 
for a 12:00 p.m. 
Good Friday 
Worship Serv-
ice with par-
ticipants from 
several area 
churches.  

T h e 
d a n g e r , 
however, 
is when 
i s s u e s 
of social 
j u s t i c e 
are mistaken for the gospel.  St. Paul calls 
such a switcheroo “another gospel” (see Gala-
tians 1:7; 2 Cor. 11:4; 1 Cor. 15:1-11).  Just 
as Bishop Miller notes, “you can chase justice 
for 1,000 miles and still not find Jesus.”

What is my point?  I believe our congrega-
tion’s recent move to the North American Lu-
theran Church reflects a “counter-cultural” 
decision to remain faithful to keeping the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ at the center of who and 
whose we are as we continue in the mission 
our Lord entrusts into our hands to reach out 
with the love of Jesus to grow disciples and 
serve our community.

With you on this side of Easter living 
and serving in the light of Christ,

    Pastor WillThis is the 
heart and soul 
of the faith we 
proclaim and of 
the mystery and 
miracle we cele-
brate at Easter.
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Lenten Series Concludes April 5th
Wednesdays in Lent has focused on Martin Luther’s teach-
ing as reflected in his Catechisms. Luther wrote his Small 
Catechism in 1529. They have been brought to life  by Pas-
tor Hartfelder playing the part of Luther during the Wednes-
days in Lent. During the past five weeks, Luther has cast 
a spotlight on ‘The Office of the Keys’, ‘The Ten Command-
ments’, ‘The Apostles’ Creed’, ‘The Lord’s Prayer’, and ‘Holy Baptism’.  You are invited 

to worship at Grace on Wednesday, April 5th, at 7:00 as Luther concludes his explanation of the Catechism 
with ‘The Sacrament of the Altar’. A soup supper preceeds the service at 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Will Hartfelder as
 Martin Luther

 Martin Luther

An Evening of Information
Open Forum at Grace

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 100 E. 
Schrock Road, Westerville, OH will host the NALC 
Bishop, staff and Executive Council of the North 
American Lutheran Church (NALC) for an open fo-
rum at 7 pm, on Monday, April 24th.  All persons 
interested in hearing more about the mission and 
ministry of this growing Lutheran denomination 
are invited to attend.     

The Executive Council of the NALC holds its 
quarterly meetings in a different regional Mission 
District to be available to pastors and congrega-
tions of the NALC.  There are more than 60 NALC 
congregations in Ohio, with five Mission Districts. 
The NALC International Office 
is located at Upper Arlington 
Lutheran Church, Hilliard. It 
is the custom for the council 
members to visit a local NALC 
congregation for an informa-
tional meeting to introduce 
others in the greater commu-
nity to the NALC. 

As the Executive Council 
will be meeting in Columbus, 
OH, April 24-25, the forum 
will be held at the newest Ohio NALC congrega-
tion, Grace Lutheran Church in Westerville. The 
evening will include a brief devotion offered by 
NALC Bishop, John Bradosky, followed by intro-
duction of NALC council members and staff, and 
extended time for questions and answers.  Ex-
ecutive Council members and staff come from 
congregations in North Carolina, Illinois, Texas, 
Minnesota, Iowa, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Florida 

and the District of Columbia.  
The NALC was organized in 2010 to be a 

“Christ-Centered, Mission-Driven, Traditionally-
Grounded, Congregationally-Focused” Lutheran 
body committed to the truth and authority of 
God’s Word, lived out through a recommitment 
to the Great Commission and discipleship for the 
renewal of faith and life in the 21st century. 

The NALC :
•  Includes more than 400 congregations and 600 

pastors in the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico. 
• Has more than 60 mission congregations in 

North America and is committed to planting 
new congregations with a locally-focused mis-
sion strategy.

• Is committed to faithful ecumenical and in-
ter-Lutheran relationships, including relation-
ships with the Lutheran churches in Ethiopia 
and Tanzania.

• Is in conversation with the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, the Anglican Church in North 
America, the United States Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops.

• Is a member of the Common Ground Christian 
Network.

 • Has a seminary in Ambridge, Pennsylvania, 
on the campus of Trinity (Anglican) School for 
Ministry, with more than 40 NALC seminar-
ians studying for ministry at various schools 
throughout North America.

All who are 
interested 
in knowing 
more about 

the NALC are 
invited and 

encouraged to 
attend.
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Rev. William A. Hartfelder, Senior Pastor 
 VM 11         w.hartfelder@grace43081.org 

Rev. Richard O. Walston, Visitation Pastor 
 Cell 614-832-9159   rjwalston@msn.com 

Molly King, Director of Youth and Family Ministries
 Cell 614-581-6675  m.king@grace43081.org

Lora Moore, Director of Music Ministries
 l.moore@grace43081.org

Linda Hoch, Organist  llkgraf102078@earthlink;mnet

Marjie Penn, Administative Assistant
    office@grace43081.org
Helena Zvansky, Business Manager
    h.zvansky@grace43081.org

Kathy Wahlenmaier, Financial Manager
    k.wahlenmaier@grace43081.org

Jocelyn Shuman, Preschool Director
    VM 14  littleblessingspreschool@grace43081.org

2017 Church Council
President ..................................................... Randy Stoll
 Ph. 614-882-2962 ..............  rstoll3@columbus.rr.com

Vice President ........................................Shirley Moleno
 Ph. 614-906-1126  .......... shirleymoleno@yahoo.com

 Treasurer ..................................................... John Hicks
 Ph: 614-264-6317 .................... johnmh3@gmail.com

Secretary ..................................................Joanne Figge
 Ph. 614-207-1061 ........................ jcfigge@gmail.com

Senior Pastor ........................................... Will Hartfelder
 Ph. 614-882-3026 ........ w.hartfelder@grace43081org

Members at Large:
Vanessa Stewart ......................... vschpn55@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-588-2712

Lisa Kuhar ................................... lisakuhar@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-476-4028

Bill Kulju .......................................... kuljub1@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-937-5974

Jason Montgomery ................. monty.jason@gmail.com
 Ph.330-806-4818

We are a congregation of the
North American Lutheran Church (NALC)

 The NALC embraces four core values:
Christ Centered, 
Mission Driven,  

Traditionally Grounded and 
Congregationally Focused. 

The NALC is focused on
living out Christ’s Great Commission

to go and make disciples in North America
and around the globe. 

We invite you to learn more
about our congregation and the NALC.

Holy Communion
EVERY Sunday Morning

Two Worship Services: 8:15 and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School
for children, youth and adults 9:45 a.m. 

Join us for fellowship and refreshments
after each service.

Vision Statement
We envision Grace to be a welcoming

Christ-centered
community of faith, inviting all, growing in

discipleship, sharing in ministries. 

Mission Statement
Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to 

grow disciples and serve our community.

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 E. Schrock Road, Westerville, OH 43081

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
PH: 614-882-3026       e-mail: office@grace43081.org 

Website: www.grace43081.org
Facebook:facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville
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New Logo
At the March meeting 

of Church Council, a new 
Grace Logo, designed by 
Michael Braatz, was ap-
proved. 

The basis of Michael’s 
design, cross and stained 
glass, can work in black 
and white or color and in 
sizes ranging from one 
inch to four feet across. 
The new logo can be used 

on all mediums from business card  and letterhead 
to website and newsletter.

The cross has the dimensions and shape of our 
very nice wood cross, down to the edges on the 
ends and the hole in the center.

The ‘beams’ of color represent the colored glass 
at the front of the church, using the same color 
scheme and angle (and broadening as the ‘rays’ 
move away from center). The glass also forms a 
nice boundary of the logo... not closed off like a 
box or circle, defining the space, but not confining 
things (or shutting people out)... very open.

An element used to tie and bind the elements 
together is a stylized ‘G’ representing Grace. It is 
mostly a circle, but is open... yet still holds every-
thing together. The ‘G’ could also represent God. 
The cross, represent Jesus. The rays of light/color 
.. the Holy Spirit. God as the ‘G’ that binds the 
pieces. Jesus who died on the cross and is our 
path. The Holy Spirit who surrounds us always. 

Michael summarized this by saying “These three 
elements work for me - and maybe describe ‘Grace’ 
(the church - not the building). Three elements form-
ing one cohesive thing.” 

Members and visitors alike have described Grace 
as warm and friendly. Grace also has a beautiful 
worship space - from the baptismal font, altar, 
cross and stained glass window. Michael hopes the 
new logo is a representation of what people think 
of when they think of Grace. 

Church council unanimously adopted Michael’s 
beautiful design ... and his thoughts. Thank you 
Michael. 

• Devotions: Joanne Figge read from Luke 6:6-11. 
Joanne led us in an opening prayer. 

• Approval of January’s minutes: Pastor Hartfelder 
moved that the January minutes be approved, 
and Lisa Kuhar seconded. The council approved 
the minutes unanimously. There are no minutes 
for February due to the cancellation of the council 
meeting because so many members could not at 
tend, resulting in no quorum. 

• Michael Braatz presented a proposed logo to coun-
cil for the congregation and church documents. 
Council unanimously approved the adoption of 
the new logo that Michael created for Grace Evan-
gelical Church. Thank you, Michael Braatz. 

• Grace has hired a Business Manager: Helena 
Zvansky. She began working at Grace last week. 
Welcome Helena! 

• Molly King, Director of Youth and Family Ministry, 
has organized staffing our nursery from 8 to 12:30 
every Sunday morning beginning Sunday, March 
12, 2017. 

• Discussion took place about planning the agenda 
and time schedule for council retreat April 21 and 
22. 

• NALC has asked if Grace would consider taking 
on an intern. This will be discussed at council re-
treat. 

• Jeff Brenning requested resignation from council 
due to his schedule which often conflicts with the 
council’s monthly meetings and annual retreat. 
After deliberation, a motion by Lisa Kuhar that 
Jason Montgomery replace Jeff Brenning, and a 
second by Shirley Moleno were received. All mem-
bers voted in agreement unanimously. 

• Council received a thank you note from a member 
of the Westerville community about the positive 
impact our many missions have in our commu-
nity. 

• NALC has asked Grace to host a meeting called 
NALC Evening of Information on April 24, 2017. 
Members of Grace and council are invited. 

• The monthly statistical reports were reviewed, dis-
cussed, and accepted. 

• John Hicks was absent. His treasurer’s reports 
were reviewed electronically and approved by 
council.

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
March Church Council Meeting

Highlights
These are highlights of the March Council 
Meeting. Upon approval of the March minutes 
in April, the full minutes will be available in 
the church office.

QR Code for Website
This is the QR (Quick Response) code for 
Grace. Scan this code with your iphone and 
it will take you directly to the Grace Lutheran 
Website. �
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Rice Bowls for Lent 
Sunday school students (and others) 
have been filling their Rice Bowls for 

Lent. The loose change 
in the Rice Bowls will 
be sent to fight hun-
ger that many children 
around the world face 

every day. For more information go 
to ricebowls.org.

We will be col-
lecting the mon-
ey from the Rice 
Bowls on Palm 
Sunday, April 
9th.

If you have any 
questions see Molly King, Director of Youth 
and Family, (m.king@grace43081.org)

Pictured 
here is mid-
dle school 
students with 
some of the 
letters that 
they wrote to 
the children 
in the Hondu-
ras Christian 
Orphanage.  A 
package of the 
letters is be-
ing sent to the 
orphanage. 

Molly King
Director of
Youth and Family Ministries

Grace’s Gang  Messages from Molly

Little Lambs Ministry for
Preschoolers

During Parish Concerns at both services each Sunday, 
our Pre-schoolers (ages 2 through Kindergarten) and their 
leaders go to the Youth Room where they enjoy age ap-
propriate activities during the sermon, prayers and creed. 
They return during the offering to join us for Holy Com-
munion. Leader at 8:15 am is Kirsten Hicks; leader at 
11:00 am is Amy Quinn. Any questions about the pro-
gram or if you want to be involved, please contact Molly 
at m.king@grace43081.org. Little Lambs meet at the Bap-
tismal Font during announcements. 

Please Note: The Nursery is now staffed for both 
worship services 8:15 AND 11:00. Also, the nurs-
ery is open during the SS hour if anyone needs 
care during that time. 

 Vacation
 Bible 
School: 
We will be having Vaca-

tion Bible School July 23-
25. Camp Out, Getting 
S’more of Jesus is the 
name of the program. 

Get ready for moun-
tains of fun! Grab your gear for the ultimate getaway. At 
Camp Out VBS, kids trek through an outdoor adven-
ture minus bug spray and lack of sleep! They’ll kindle 
friendships and discover that Jesus is the light of the 
world. A light meal will be provided for all three eve-
nings. The Camp Out is from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm daily. 

Help Wanted: Please look through your garage! :) 
We are looking for camping gear such as tents, lanterns, 
flashlights and campfire cookware.

We are looking for Station Leaders (teachers) for El-
ementary and Preschool. The stations are: a) Music & 
More, b) Bible Exploration, c) Projects With a Purpose 
(Kids create a meaningful project to give away), d) Wilder-
ness Games (Kids play games inspired by camping fun 
and adventure) and e) Closing Campfire led by the Music 
& More team.

Preschool (ages 3 to 5) has separate Station Rotations. 
They are:  a) Bible Adventures, b) Games and c) Craft & 
Play. We will need 3 Station Leaders for Preschool.

We also need Crew Leaders to lead the kids around to 
each station for Elementary and Preschool. Crew Leaders 
can be high schoolers and/or adults.

If you are interested in helping at Vacation Bible School 
see Molly King (Director of Youth and Family Ministry) or 
Kirsten Hicks.

July 23-25

Sunday School General Information:
Sunday School classes are available for all 

children and youth 3 years of age and older.  
Classes for 5th grade and under meet upstairs 
(accessed from the stairs in the Rose Garden 
Lobby).  Children meet in room 201 for the 
gathering at 9:30 and are dismissed to their 
respective classrooms at 9:45.  All children 
and youth are welcome to attend.
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Little Blessings Preschool
Preschool enrollment for

3, 4 and 5 year old children
for the 

2017 – 2018 school has begun!
Our phone number is:

614-882-7592. 
Information can also be 

found on Grace’s website,
grace43081.org

Please let family and friends 
know that registration for the 

2017-2018 preschool
year has begun.

We would enjoy taking them on a tour of the pre-
school if they would like to schedule a time to 
come for a visit.
Grace is blessed with gifted, talented and creative 
teachers. The teachers spend many hours pre-
paring classroom activities and learning experi-
ences to provide children with a strong founda-
tion for their future school years.

Attention Confirmation Students
(and 5th Graders)

Catechism Camp 2017
June 6-9 at Camp Luther

Catechism Camp is four awesome days of sports, swim-
ming, games & more games, singing your lungs out, hang-
ing out with new & old friends, hiking, Jesus, camping out, 
big events at night, very cool leaders, campfires, Jesus, 
laughter, chillin, and doing stuff you didn’t think you’d be 
allowed to do. All at Camp Luther on the banks of Lake 
Erie! Friends are very welcome! What a way to bust out of 
school this Summer!!

Information and registration forms coming soon!
5th Graders that are going into Confirmation next 

year are also invited to this Catechism Camp.
The deposit is due to Molly King by April 2nd. 

The registration forms can be turned into 
Molly as well.

The WEEKLY BULLETIN is ONLINE
To access, use your smartphone or tablet and navigate 

to the Grace website (http://grace43081.org)
Select > “Calendar”  •  Select > “Bulletins”
• Click on the bulletin item you want to see!

Some benefits of using the online bulletin:
• Save Grace the cost of printing  

 •   Save a few trees    
 •    Ease of use - view the bulletin

any way you want!

Communion
Assistants
Meeting

On April 30th 
between the first 
and second service, 
communion assist-
ants will meet at the 
altar for a brief review of procedures. 

The review will include an opportunity to ask 
questions and make suggestions for improving 
this vital ministry to members and visitors who 
commune with us. 

All communion assistants are asked to attend. 
Anyone interested in becoming a communion as-
sistant is also welcome. 

The session will be repeated on May 7th for 
those who cannot attend on April 30th. 

Grace Youth 
Attend 

Newsboys 
Concert

On Friday 
night, March 
3rd, 19 youth 
and adults 
ventured to the 
Place Theatre 
to enjoy the 
Newsboys on the 2017 Love Riot tour. The music 
was awesome and the show as fascination: it was a 
great time had by all!  - Connie Brenning
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Is My Child Ready 
to Receive Holy 
Communion?

More than a genera-
tion ago many Lutheran 
congregations in North 
America began separat-

ing First Communion from Confirmation.  It had be-
come apparent that focusing on a particular age as 
the primary criterion for determining when first com-
munion is received did not adequately consider other 
important factors, e.g., a child’s maturity, a child’s ex-
perience in the church, a child’s family as a support-
ive context for faith, discipleship and understanding, 
etc.  The desire was to avoid a “legalistic” and “me-
chanical” approach to how parents, pastors, and con-
gregations raise up our children in the practice of the 
Christian faith.  It was determined that a solidly bibli-
cal and Lutheran approach to the question of when 
a child was ready to receive Holy Communion on a 
regular basis should be arrived at through mutual 
conversation that includes the pastor, the child, and 
the parents or sponsors involved, within the accepted 
practices of the congregation.  This is our practice at 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Pastors Hartfelder and Walston will lead a “First 
Communion Preparation” class this spring. The first 
session begins at 6:30 pm, Friday, April 7th.  The sec-
ond session begins at 9 am on Saturday, April 8th 
and concludes after lunch at 1:00 pm.  Attendance 
at both sessions is required.  First Communion is 
celebrated on Palm Sunday April 9th.  Before register-
ing your child please consult with Pastor Hartfelder or 
Pastor Walston.  To register call or email the Church 
Office (614-882-3026; office@grace43081.org).

Lenten Worship Service
and Luncheon

Tuesday, April 11  - 11:00 
Please join us for a

special Lenten worship service 
with Holy Communion,

followed by a delicious luncheon 
in Fellowship Hall. 

If you plan to attend, please call  
the church office at

 614-882-3026
to make your reservation. 

Deadline to reserve is
Thursday, April 6, 2017

Transportation will be provided 
upon request. 

Grace will again be a spon-
sor of the Westerville Bunny 
Hop 5K taking place at the 
Westerville Sports Complex on 
April 15 beginning at 8:00AM.  
Kids race (age 7 and under) 
starts at 9:00.  An egg hunt 
for ages 10 and under will be-
gin at 10:30.  To learn more 
see the flyers on the kiosks 
and bulletin board or call Ju-
lie Braatz 614-406-0528.

Supper Club will be going to

located at
8617 Columbus Pike Lewis Center (Rt. 23)

North Pointe Plaza

April 20th
Reservations are for 6:30 PM.  There is a sign 

up sheet at the Hospitality Desk.  If you have any 
questions or need to cancel a reservation, please 
contact Bev Grubb at 614-589-9099 or Rosemarie 
Litzinger at 614-895-3568.  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
has been serving the Westerville Community for 
more than 107 years. Grace supports local minis-
tries such as the Westerville Area Resource Min-
istry, Westerville Partnership Habitat for Human-
ity, Red Cross Bloodmobile and Westerville CROP 
Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran Social Servic-
es programs like Faith Mission and provides weekly 
meeting space for a Boy Scout Troop and three 

AA groups.
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RUTH CIRCLE
Ruth Circle will meet at Grace on Monday, 

April 10th in the Rose Garden #1 at 1:00 p.m.  
The Bible study is #7 ‘Guarded by Angels ‘ 

in the book of Angels. Come even if you don’t 
have the book. Rita Trunck facilitates the 
study and Eloise Collier will be our hostess. 
For more information contact Joyce Strung at 
614-523-3663.  Please join us.

Men of Grace (MOG)
The Men of Grace meet the third Saturday 

morning of every month - October through May 
- at 8 a.m. 

The Lesson Theme this year is:
“AHA - Awakening - Honest - Action.” 

The session on Saturday, April 15 will be 
led by Jeff Brenning. All male members of 
Grace, high school age and up, are ‘Men of 
Grace” and are invited to attend for break-
fast, fellowship and spiritual growth.  AHA! 
See you on the 15th. 

And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye A
braham

’s seed, and heirs according to the pro
m

ise
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le
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er
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e 
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atia
ns 3:29

Katharine
Circle

Tuesday, April 4
7:15 p.m.

Chris Troutman will lead the
lesson on

‘For Freedom,
Christ has set us Free’
taken from the ELCA

Gather Magazine.
Next Meeting

May 2

“With All Your Heart”
ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

The Women’s Bible Study meets in the Fellow-
ship Hall Wednesday mornings at 10 o’clock. Fa-
cilitator is Pastor Walston. 
The books, PAUL Apostle to All the Nations, are 

available in the office during the week and at the 
study on Wednesday.  The cost is $10.00. 

In the same way, the women are to be 
worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but 

temperate and trustworthy in everything.
 1 Timothy 3:11  (NIV)

The Adult Sunday School Class 
meets in fellowship hall between serv-
ices beginning at 9:45. The class will 
be starting Volume 10 of  “That the 

World May Know” on April 9, 2017. The 
topic  for this volume is ‘With All Your Heart”.  Not-
ed archaeologist, Ray Vander Laan, takes us on 
a DVD journey through 
Sinai and Israel, a region 
that is still largely desert 
but at times filled with 
lush, bountiful places. 
We will discover how Je-
sus called people to live 
in the Promised land. 

What can we learn during times of abundance 
and in times of despair. God led his people back 
to the desert often to relearn the lessons they had 
forgotten. John the Baptist and Jesus had power-
ful encounters in the desert. We will learn that the 
desert is where we are closest to God. It is where 
our relationship with God is at peace. This class is 
facilitated by Bill Kulju. Come Join Us!

Pr. Will is leading another trip in late May of 2017!  
This is your opportunity to join him on a pilgrimage-
vacation to remember for a lifetime!  Make the Bible 
come alive as you explore the meeting place of “the 
three great monotheisms,” Judaism, Christianity 
and   Islam. Walk in the footsteps of the prophets, 
the kings of Israel, Jesus and the apostles. Space 
is limited. Your $300.00 deposit will reserve your 
place.  An information flyer is available at the Wel-
come Desk in the Gathering Space. For more in-
formation please contact Pr. Will (w.hartfelder@
grace43081.org  or phone 614-882-3026).

Journey Through the Land of the
Bible: Israel and Jordan (Petra)

God led his 
people back to 
the desert often 
to relearn the 
lessons they had 
forgotten.

Begins
 

April 
9



Page 10 April 2017

Financial Manager Kathy Wahlenmaier re-
ported that the previous months W.A.R.M. 
monetary donations was $585. To date in 

2017 the total amount donated to W.A.R.M. is $1,838.00 
As of March 8, 2017, one hundred and forty-seven (147) lbs of food and person-

al care items have been donated by Grace members to W.A.R.M. The year-to-date 
total for 2017 of Food and Personal Care items is 888.6 pounds. 

Thanks to all who are making W.A.R.M. a regular part of your tithes and offer-
ings. You are a blessing to many. 

‘Honor the Lord with your sustance and the 
first fruits of all your produce.”  (Proverbs 3:9)

FIRST FRUITS 
VOLUNTEER

OPPORTUNITY
Volunteering for 

the First Fruits Min-
istry involves one 
first Sunday of the 
Month at either the 
first or second wor-
ship service. Infor-
mation and a sign-
up sheet is at the 
Welcome Center. If 
you have questions 
call Karen Bale at 
614-506-3331. 

Cut out and collect these items for the April First Fruits Grocery Cart 
NOTE: Checks 

should be made 
out to Grace 

Lutheran Church 
with a notation on 
the memo line for 

W.A.R.M.

Go on-line to Westerville Area Resource Ministry to find the most needed items in addition to those listed above. 
Drop off fresh produce donations to WARM at 150 Heatherdown Dr. Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm.

Questions? Call Tina Lapolla, Pantry Coordinator WARM - 614-899-0196.

Cream soups: Mushroom, Celery & Chicken, Spinach, Beets, Stewed Tomatoes, Baked 
Beans, Lima/Butter beans, Mayonnaise, Ketchup, Mustard, BBQ Sauce, 1 lb bags of 
flour, Quart Plastic bottles of vinegar, Baking Soda, Dry lentil, pinto and navy beans, 

Ramen Noodles, Deodorant, Shampoo and size 6 Diapers
Fresh produce is always welcome, especially early in the week.

Remember to place only non-perishable items into our grocery carts.

Last Drive: March 7 - 48 Units Collected
This successful blood drive will benefit up to 144 

people who need blood resulting from accidents, sur-
geries and other circumstances. Thank you to all who 
donated and helped during the day. 

Mark your calendars for the next drive which 
will be held on Tuesday, May 16th. 

We encourage you to come out and give a unit 
even if you have never done so before. Come and 
shake hands with all of our loyal, regular donors 
who donate regularly. They do so not only to save 
a life but to enjoy one of those world famous sand-
wiches from the Kitchen Krew!

You can sign up for an appointment time in ad-
vance by going to redcrossblood.org and search for 
the date and the location, being Grace Lutheran. We 
look forward to seeing all of our old faces and the 
new ones on May 16th.  -Mark Will

Thank you for supporting the 
American Red Cross blood program!

By God’s self-giving 
God has made us into giv-
ers of self.  We do not do it 
perfectly or consistently.  
The amazing thing is that 
we do it at all.  For this 
miracle, we thank God.

Think about your mon-
ey.  Almost certainly you 
are giving some of that 
money away – as gifts to 

family and friends, as donations to community 
service agencies, as contributions toward the mis-
sion you have as part of Grace’s family of faith and 
the Church beyond Grace.  Perhaps you have made 
provision in your will for some final gifts. 

If God had not promised us that there would al-
ways be enough, we would all hold tightly to what-
ever we have.  We would never willingly use any of 
our resources for the good of others.

What choices about money do you want to 
make in your wonderful freedom – a pure gift 
from God – to care about others?  This is Chris-
tian stewardship.
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Westerville Habitat Partnership is going to build walls for a home on 
Saturday, June 3, 2017, on Otterbein cam-
pus.  Grace Lutheran is one of the five 
churches involved in this mission, and you 
are welcome to sign up to volunteer!  We will 

teach you for your part of the build, and are particularly looking for people to 
measure, cut, nail, glue, and lift the walls!  Please contact Joanne Figge at 614-
207-1061 or jcfigge@gmail.com to get involved!  A sign-up sheet will also be on 
the Welcome Center in the Gathering Space during the month of May!

  A Joyful Noise!
   Concert Schedule

  2017
   Last Concert
   of the Season

   May 7   •   7:00 p.m. 
   Dr. Tony’s Original Ragtime Band

All
Concerts

are held in the Worship Space
A reception in the Gathering Space

follows each event.
There is no admission charge for 

A Joyful Noise!
concerts

A free will offering is taken. 

Yoga Made Easy
Exercise for everyone ages 9 to 90+

Classes with instructor Valerie Wright begins 
at 10:00 a.m. in Rose Garden Rooms 2 & 3 
every Tuesday and Thursday. 
Cost is $5.00 drop-in fee.
Bring your yoga mat or rug.
For more information contact Janet Walston 
at 614-423-7343 or rjwalston@msn.com

Volunteers Wanted, Needed, Appreciated

EAT AT CITY BARBEQUE 
AND RAISE MONEY FOR 
WESTERVILLE HABITAT 
PARTNERSHIP

 Join us for a special 
fund raising event. 25% of 

your purchase will be donated back to Westerville 
Habitat Partnership on Monday, April 10th at the 
Westerville City Barbeque. 

It is all day and includes ‘dine in’ or ‘carry-out’ 
orders. 

Flyers for this event are available at the Welcome 
Desk. The flyer must be presented at the time of or-
dering to receive credit for the sale. 

Questions: contact Joanne Figge WORSHIP SPACE FLOWERS  
The 2017 Flower sign-up sheets 

are located in the notebook at the 
Welcome Center desk; indicate if you 
would like to honor or remember a 
special person or event. Your contri-
bution of $20 will be used for flowers to be displayed 
in the Worship Space. Place your check in the offering 
plate, in the church office, or mail it in; you can also 
order flowers online at the Grace website.

EASTER FLOWERS
Order forms for Easter Flowers are located at the 

Welcome Center desk or in the Church Office. 
This year’s selections are: 
 • Lilies - $8.00  •  Tulips, Hyacinth - $10 each
 • Mini Daffodils, Begonias - $4 each
Note: To be sensitive to those worshippers with al-

lergies, the Lily and Hyacinth plants will be part of 
a special display outside of the Worship Space. The 
non-fragrant flowers will be used to decorate inside 
the Worship Space on Easter Sunday. You may also 
purchase plants to donate to the church for planting 
on the church property. 
The ordering deadline is MONDAY, APRIL 3

Place order in offering plate or turn in to office.
Please pay when ordering, checks payable to Grace 

with Notation for Easter flowers. 
Pick up plants after 11:00 am service on Easter

or the following week.
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“We’re so glad you asked.....”
a column offering a response to 
questions and concerns on a 

variety of topics. 
If you have a question, 

please put it in writing and 
deliver it to the Church Of-
fice or email it to:      

office@grace43081.org. 
Questions must be signed.

Question: I like the giant candle that usually 
stands by the baptismal font but have no idea 
why we light it when we do and why sometimes 
it’s not by the font but on the Bema.
That “giant candle” is called a Paschal can-

dle. It gets its name from the Greek word for 
Passover and the image of Jesus as our Passo-
ver (Paschal) lamb.  It is sometimes called the 
Easter candle. It should not be confused with 
the so-called Christ candle that has no roots in 
liturgical history but is often seen at the center 
of Advent wreaths.
We light the Paschal Candle during the 50 

days of Easter to remind us that our faith is in 
the Risen Lord Jesus Christ. Easter is not over 
until the Sunday of Pentecost.  
We light the Paschal Candle throughout 

the year on each celebration of Baptism on 
scheduled Baptismal Sundays. It is our prac-
tice that the small baptismal candles be light-
ed from the Paschal Candle and presented to 

GRACE DARTBALL TEAM
Divisional Champions

 - From Robert Bassett, Dartball Captain

the newly bap-
tized with these 
words, “Child 
of God, let your 
light so shine be-
fore others that 
they may see 
your good works 
and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.”  The baptismal can-
dle serves as a visual reminder of the intimate 
relationship that is ours through our baptism 
into our Lord’s death and resurrection as we 
live our daily life of Christian discipleship.
This is why we also light the Paschal Can-

dle at a funeral placing it at the head of the 
casket.  At this point of life it again reminds 
us in a very visual way of the message of 
Romans 6:3-5 that is used at the start of 
the burial liturgy, i.e., that in our Baptism 
we have already died and been raised with 
Christ.
There was a tradition that extinguished the 

Paschal Candle during the reading of the 
Holy Gospel on the Feast of the Ascension.  
However, it has by and large been replaced 
by the practice of doing this on Pentecost 
Sunday.  Look around our church and you’ll 
discover that much of what we often take for 
granted reflects Holy Scripture and the rich-
ness of our Christian heritage. 

After defeating Trinity in the 1st round of 
the playoffs, the 2016-2017 season came 
to an end at the hands of Reynoldsburg 
in the 2nd round of the year-end tourna-
ment. 

Westerville Grace finished the regular season with a record of 35-31 which was 
good enough to win the Division Championship. 

The year-end banquet will be held March 30th where the team will be present to 
receive the divisional championship trophy. 

Fun was had by all and we look forward to the 2017-18 season which will begin 
in September.

Grace Dartball 
Team 2017:
Kneeling - l to r 
Garry Bright, 
Cecil Budd,
Roger Wells. 
Back:
Greg Matosky, 
Paul Hotchkiss, 
Robert Bassett, 
Dan Morrison, 
Scott Matosky.
Missing from the 
picture are:
Fred Pfanz
Ben Vann 
Kevin Morrison
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4/02� james�cain
4/04� maggie�fraser
4/06� macey�gest
4/06� stanley�roan
� seth�rowe
� tom�yanichko
4/07� connie�himes
4/09� melanie�moore
4/10� kevin�thuman
4/11�� dennis�crill
� matthew�kile
� rudy�kolberg
4/13� mark�schroeder
4/15� dewey�barr
� mary�bivins
4/16� nancy�gurgiolo
� cael�moore
4/17� martha�newton
4/17� christine�troutman

4/20� donald�reiter
4/21� dorothy�crain
4/23� julie�braatz
4/25� dylan�gorgias
� peggy�koch
� linda�sabo
4/26� chris�banks
� jason�hockstok
4/27� bethany�nickoli
4/28� jennifer�clark
� michelle�clark
� janet�garver
� katie�langenderfer
� janice�will
4/29� ernestine�dietz
� richard�nelson
� julie�wells
4/30� lavinia�francies

date� � years
4/04� mark�&�shannon�schroeder� 19
4/05� tatyana�&�jason�daniels� 3
4/08� robert�&�linda�andrews�jr� 45
� � david�&�mary�fritzsche� 61
� � charles�&�paula�washburn� 56
4/09� donald�&�joann�slemmer� 37
4/14� tom�&�barb�moser� 38
4/28� glen�&�jeanice�aleXander� 54
� � bob�&�billie�bower� 60

Birthdays Anniversaries

Deaths
august�30,�1920�-�march�6,�2017

VIRGINIA IRENE COwGILL

The NALC has published the follow-
ing giving opportuniities.

•NALC Operating (General) Fund:  
Supports the annual operations of the 
NALC.  Gifts support NALC activities, 
including outreach to congregations considering 
joining the NALC, assistance to congregations and 
pastors in the candidacy and call processes, as well 
as missions, ministry and operations staff.

•Disaster Response Fund:  Provides resources 
to respond rapidly when domestic natural disasters 
occur, to alleviate human suffering, provide transi-
tional assistance, and enable those affected to begin 
the rebuilding process.  (This fund is for domestic 
disasters only.  Gifts for international disaster re-
lief, including World Hunger, should be directed to 
Lutheran World Relief)

•NALC Great Commission Fund:  Supports the 
missions and evangelism ministries of the NALC.  
Grants from this fund are made to 
four primary purposes: 1) planting new 
mission congregations, 2) revitalizing 
and renewing existing congregations,         

3) training, support and continuing 
education of missional leaders, and 4) 
support for international missionaries 
and projects.

•NALC Theological Education Fund:  
Supports efforts to provide for faithful Lutheran The-
ological education for its pastors, prospective pastors 
and laypeople.  Provides resources for the establish-
ment and development of the new North American 
Lutheran Seminary, including scholarship support.  
Grants from this fund include support for NALC stu-
dents and teaching theologians at other seminaries, 
as well as theological conferences and seminars.

•Ethiopian Church Relief Fund:  Established to 
help Christians in western and southwestern Ethio-
pia who experience persecution by Islamic radicals.

If you donate with your regular giving (checks payable 
to Grace Ev Lutheran Church) your gift will appear on your 
giving statement for tax purposes.

You may choose to donate directly by 
going to thenalc.org > click on Donate and 
follow the instructions.
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Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 E. Schrock Road
Westerville, OH 43081

Office: 614-882-3026
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We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
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