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Holy Communion

EVERY Sunday Morning
Two Worship Services: 8:15 and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School
for children, youth and adults 9:45 a.m. 

Join us for fellowship and refreshments
after each service.
Vision Statement

We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered
community of faith, inviting all, growing in

discipleship, sharing in ministries. 
Mission Statement

Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to 
grow disciples and serve our community.

The Voice of Grace
Keeping Christ in Christmas

Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m.

Our children present
“From Heaven Above” 

8:00 p.m. 
Worship with the Choir 

Christmas Day
10:00 a.m.

Worship Service

New Year’s Day  
10:00 a.m.  

Worship Service

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”
“From heav’n above to earth I come
To bear good news to every home;

Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
Whereof I now will say and sing:

 “To you this night is born a child
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;

This little child, of lowly birth,
Shall be the joy of all the earth.

“These are the signs that you shall mark:
the swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you shall find the infant laid
by whom the heav’ns and earth were made.

“How glad we’ll be to find it so! 
Then with the shepherds let us go
to see what God for us has done
in sending us his own dear Son.

“Glory to God in Highest Heav’n, 
who unto us his Son has giv’n!

While angels sing with pious mirth
a glad new year to all the earth.” 

Five of the fifteen verses of Martin Luther’s Hymn
‘From Heaven Above to Earth I Come’

Christmas Poinsettia Orders
Poinsettia orders are now being taken for the Christ-

mas season. Poinsettias will be used to decorate the 
Worship and Gathering spaces on Christmas Eve. 

Order forms are available from an usher or at 
the Welcome Center. Fill out the form and place it 
in the offering plate or return 
it to the office by December 
12. The cost of each plant is 
$9.00, payable when the or-
der is placed. Plants can be 
picked up after the 8:00 p.m. 
service on Christmas Eve or 
during office hours the week 
after Christmas. 

Tuesday, December 13,  11:00 a.m.
Annual Advent Eucharist

and Luncheon
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Dear Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ, 

We began the sea-
son of Advent on the 
last Sunday of No-
vember. Advent is the 
four Sunday season 
leading up to Christ-
mas during which we 
are very much “out of 
sync” with the world 
swirling around us, a 

world already awash in Christmas “cheer” 
as the world would have us understand 
“cheer.”  But Advent strikes another chord.  
Advent lifts up songs and Scriptures that 
remind us why we need Christmas.  Ad-
vent proclaims it is Jesus who is the real 
reason for the season.

Two Christmas shoppers were browsing 
store windows in a mall.  When they came 
upon a window displaying a small nativity 
scene, one turned to the other and com-
plained, “Well, just look at that!  Christians 
are always trying to horn in on Christmas!”  
It’s understandable considering the ways 
we disciples of Jesus not only allow but 
also participate in helping to transform 
Christmas into a season of engineered hap-
piness. Let’s face it, only a Grinch would 
dislike a baby’s birthday party! Plus, it’s 
cold outside!  For many Christmas is all 
about warm thoughts when winter still has 
lots left to throw at us.

Years ago one of my teachers reminded 
us “preachers-to-be” that the Gospel grew 
backwards.  We go to the manger of Christ-
mas because the Christ Child leaves the 

manger to go to the cross of his crucifixion 
and death.  Christmas’ counter cultural 
message proclaims that it is birth, death 
and eternal life wrapped in the flesh and 
blood of Christ who is indeed “The Rea-
son for the Season”. This gift of God’s love 
and grace is not unwrapped until Easter. 
The “Noel” we sing at Christmas reaches 
its crescendo in our Easter Shout “Christ 
is Risen!  He is Risen, Indeed!”  Thus for 
us, unlike Matthew’s wise men from the 
East, it is not the light of a distant star 
that leads us 
at Christmas. 
No. We ar-
rive in Beth-
lehem guided 
by the light 
that streams 
from the emp-
ty tomb of our 
Lord’s Easter 
Resurrection.

L u t h e r a n 
theologian, pastor and martyr Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer got it right saying, “in the child 
of Bethlehem, the life of the world that 
is to come has come into the life of the 
world that is.”  This is the Good News of 
Christmas! This is the reason for the sea-
son. May our Christmas celebrations fill 
our hearts and minds with the light and 
hope of God’s love for the world in Christ, 
the Word made flesh and blood to dwell 
among us.

With you on the way to Bethlehem and 
beyond,

         Pastor Will

“in the child of 
Bethlehem, the life 
of the world that is to 
come has come into 
the life of the world 
that is.” 

-Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Mission Statement
Our mission is to reach out

with the love of Jesus
 to grow disciples and 
serve our community. 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

Vision Statement
We vision Grace to be a welcoming 

Christ-centered community of faith, 
inviting all, growing in discipleship, 

sharing in ministries. 

Pastor
William Hartfelder
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    Two Events in December to Benefit Westerville Habitat Partnership
Soup for Shelter and Christmas Concert!!!

You are invited to enjoy one or both of these events
planned for Friday, December 9, 2016.

From 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. a soup supper will be served at the Otterbein 
University Campus Center at 100 W. Home St. in Westerville.  In addi-
tion to the delicious soup provided by Bon Appetit, you will receive an original hand-crafted bowl 
made by Columbus Academy students. Tickets for the Soup Supper are $15. After the soup sup-
per, the Habitat Partnership’s annual Progressive Christmas concert begins at the Church of the 
Master,  24 N. Grove St.  The concert progresses to Messiah Methodist (van transportation begins 
at Messiah) and concludes at First Presbyterian. Grace’s Voices of Grace will be taking part in 
the Concert.  The three concerts will be from 7 until 9:15. Tickets are $10. 

Check out westervillehabitatpartnership.com. Tickets will be available at Grace after both serv-
ices on November 27th and December 4th.  For direct sales, please call Joanne Figge at 614-207-
1061.  Tickets will also be available the day of the events at the door of the supper (Campus Center) 
and at Church of the Master. 

All proceeds benefit the Westerville Habitat Partnership which contributes all proceeds to 
building homes with Delaware Habitat for Humanity. Their 56th and 57th homes are under 
construction this year!

A Joyful Noise!
Concert Schedule

2016-2017

December 11  5:30 p.m.  Scioto Valley Brass & Percussion Co. 

January 15 7:00 p.m.   Singing Buckeyes
February 12 7:00 p.m.  Otterbein String Orchestra
March 19 7:00 p.m.  Bohemian Highway
May 7 7:00 p.m.  Dr. Tony’s Original Ragtime Band

All Concerts are held in the
Worship Space

A reception in the Gathering Space follows each event.
There is no admission charge for A Joyful Noise! concerts

A free will offering is taken. 
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Canned Spinach, beets, potatoes, oatmeal and other hot cereals, ramen noodles, 
cake, brownie and muffin mixes, frosting. 2 lb. bags of flour, any baking products, 

BBQ sauce, ketchup, pasta, rice or potato sides, dish soaps and personal care 
items. Fresh fruit is always welcome, especially early in the week.

Remember to place only non-perisable items into our grocery carts.

Salvation Army

Angel Tree
December 11 is the last day 

to take part in this opportunity to 
brighten the Christmas of a child. 

The Angel Tree is in the Gath-
ering Space. 
• Choose a tag from the tree, 
• tear off the lower portion,
• buy a Christmas gift, 
• tape the tag to the gift and place  
 it   (unwrapped) under the   
 Angel tree on or before   
 Sunday, December 11. 

Volunteers will collect the 
gifts on December 12. They 
will wrap the gifts and deliver 
to needy children in the West-
erville area. 
Don’t miss this opportunity 

to ‘reach out.” 

 
Financial Manager Kathy Wahlenmaier reported that be-

tween October 3 and November 7, $1,837.00 was contrib-
uted by Grace members to W.A.R.M. ($640 to First Fruits 
and $1197 designated for Thanksgiving)  bringing the total 
for the year to $9876.57.  

Thanks to all who are making W.A.R.M. a regular part of 
your tithes and offerings. You are a blessing to many. 

‘Honor the Lord with your substance and the first fruits of all 
your produce.”  (Proverbs 3:9)

FIRST FRUITS 
VOLUNTEER

OPPORTUNITY
Volunteering for the First 

Fruits Ministry involves one first 
Sunday of the Month at either 
the first or second worship serv-
ice. Information and a sign-up 
sheet is at the Welcome Center. 
If you have questions call Karen 
Bale at 614-506-3331. 

Cut out and collect these items for the December First Fruits Grocery Cart 
NOTE: 

Checks 
should be 
made out 
to Grace 

Lutheran 
Church 

with a no-
tation on 

the memo 
line for 

W.A.R.M.
You can go on-line to Westerville Area Resource Ministry

to find the most needed items in addition to those listed above. 

The Advent wreath 
has its roots in the pre-
Christian practices of 
northern Europe. Peo-
ple sought the return 
of the sun in the dark 
time of the year (at the 
winter solstice) by light-
ing candles and fires. 
As early as the middle 
Ages, Christians used 
fire and light to repre-

sent Christ’s coming into the world. Using this 
same symbolism, the Advent wreath developed 
a few centuries ago in Germany as a sign of the 
waiting and hopeful expectation of the return 
in glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. The wreath, 
a circle, came to represent the eternal victory 
over death through Jesus Christ. The ever-
greens were a sign of the faithfulness of God 
to God’s people, even in death, and the lighted 
candles were a reminder of the light of Christ 
brought into the world.

The Advent Wreath
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Molly King
Director of
Youth and Family 
Ministries

Grace’s Gang
Messages from

Molly

We had a great turnout of youth to help count and sort the donations for the 
Thanksgiving Food Drive on Sunday, November 13th. We had pizza and played 
games before we helped Mark and Janice Will organize the donations. Grace 
collected 70 bags of food and $1,500 in monetary donations. This provided for 
196 families to have a great Thanksgiving dinner.

Nearly 500 years ago Martin Luther wrote the 
hymn “From Heaven Above” to teach his chil-
dren the story of Jesus’ birth. Recitations by our 
children will carry on that tradition, using the 
words of the hymn to tell the world the 
good news of salvation in the Christ 
Child. A manger centerpiece reminds 
us that Jesus came from heaven above 
to be a lowly baby for us. Hymns in-
clude “From Heaven Above,” “O Come, 
All Ye Faithful,” “Away in a Manger,” 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing,” “Silent 
Night,” & “Joy to the World.”

We have thirty-five (35) children 
practicing every Sunday during the 
Sunday school hour preparing for 
the service. There are two additional 
practices outside of the Sunday school 
hour. We will have practice Saturday, 
December 10, 9:00 to 11:00 and Fri-
day, December 23, 10:00 to 12:00. 

The youth of Grace are busy preparing for the Christmas Eve Family 
Service, “From Heaven Above”. 

There are sixty-four (64) lines that are as-
signed to three or more children playing the 
part of angels. One of the angels is “Herald”. 
There are seventeen (17) brief Scripture read-

ings which will be read by the 
older children. There are also six 
(6) rhymes that will be recited by 
the children. The script calls for 
costumed nativity characters in-
cluding Mary, Joseph and shep-
herds.

Note: There is a YouTube link 
on the website of the song “From 
Heaven Above”. The youtube link 
is on the Christmas 2016 page: 
http://grace43081.org/#/calendar/
christmas-2016

Check it out when you can. 
This will help the children learn 
the song especially since it’s not 
a well known Christmas carol.



lI appreciate all your 
prayers and visits during 
my illness this Fall. 

I still have some more re-
covery but progress is being 
made. 

Grace has always been my 
second home and the peo-
ple in it my Family. Bless you all.       -Joyce Strung
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QR Code for Website
This is the QR (Quick Response) code for 
Grace. Scan this code with your iphone 
and it will take you directly to the Grace 
Lutheran Website.  

RUTH CIRCLE
Christmas Luncheon
Ruth Circle will meet at the Hunan 

House, 2350 E. Dublin Granville Rd. 
at 1:00 p..m. on Monday, December 
12th for their Christmas Luncheon.

 All women of Grace and friends 
are welcome to join us.

   -Dorotha Fuhrman

              No Sunday 
School in
December

 In December Sunday 
School is on hiatus 
to allow for prac-

tice for the Christmas Eve program. We 
resume classes on Jan. 8.
                                       - Linda Fichtelman

OhioHealth’s Mobile
Mammography Unit at Grace 

 Wednesday, December 28, 
Noon to 6:00 p.m.

Call for an appointment
614-566-1111 or 1-877-566-1112 

(Bone Density exams also available with 
Physician’s order/script)

Sign up sheets will NOT be available in 
the Gathering Space

 •There is no cost to Grace for this service. Howev-
er, OhioHealth requires that at least half of the ap-
pointment slots are filled prior to December 28th.
•OhioHealth encourages all patients to find out 

whether or not their insurance carrier is accepted 
by OhioHealth.
  •Insurance companies usually require 365 days 

between mammograms, so it is important for each 
patient to determine when their last mammogram 
was taken. 
•The reason for calling for an appointment is so 

that all confidential information can be obtained 
securely. 
•All patients must be able to ambulate without 

assistance.
• Each mammogram appointment takes about 

20 minutes. 
• Bone Density appointments take 40 minutes to 

one hour. 
If you are interested in taking advantage of 

this opportunity, call the above number(s) as 
soon as possible.  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 E. Schrock Road, Westerville, OH 43081

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
PH: 614-882-3026        Web: www.grace43081.org

e-mail: office@grace43081.org
Facebook:facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville

Visit our website at www.grace43081.org

Rev. William A. Hartfelder, Senior Pastor 
 VM 11         w.hartfelder@grace43081.org 

Rev. Richard O. Walston, Visitation Pastor 
 Cell 614-832-9159   rjwalston@msn.com 

Molly King, Director of Youth and Family Ministries
 Cell 614-581-6675  m.king@grace43081.org

Lora Moore, Director of Music Ministries
 l.moore@grace43081.org

Linda Hoch, Organist  llkgraf102078@earthlink;mnet

Marjie Penn, Administative Assistant
    office@grace43081.org
Amy Quinn, Business Manager
  VM 18  amy.quinn@grace43081.org

Kathy Wahlenmaier, Financial Manager
    k.wahlenmaier@grace43081.org

Jocelyn Shuman, Preschool Director
    VM 14  littleblessingspreschool@grace43081.org
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Volume 8 of the “That the World May Know” 
series began November 20. It is entitled: God 
Heard Their Cry - Finding Freedom in the 
Midst of Life’s Trials. 

In ancient times nothing was bigger than 
Egypt - powerful pharaohs, strong armies and 
a multitude of gods. In Volume 8 we discover 
how God answers this cry of his persecuted 
people and proclaims himself Lord to them 
and their oppressors. 

Filmed on location in Luxor, Egypt; Deir al 
Medina, Ramesseum and at the Red Sea. 

Noted teacher and historian Ray Vander Laan 
helps illustrate how God answered the cry of 
the Israelites. 

The class meets 
at 9:45 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall 
and is facilitated 
by Bill Kulju. You 
are invited to join 
this class during 
the Sunday School hour - 9:45 - 10:45
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ADULT LEARNING
“That the World May Know”

Luxor,  Egypt

Pr. Will is leading another trip in late May 
of 2017!  This is your opportunity to join him 
in the pilgrimage-vacation to remember for 
a lifetime!  Make the Bible come alive as you 
explore the meeting place of “the three great 
monotheisms,” Judaism, Christianity and   Is-
lam. Walk in the footsteps of the prophets, the 
kings of Israel, Jesus and the apostles.   Space 
is limited. Your $300.00 deposit will reserve 
your place.  An information flyer is available 
at the Welcome Desk in the Gathering Space. 
For more information please contact Pr. Will 
(w.hartfelder@grace43081.org  or phone 614-
882-3026).

Journey Through the Land of the 
Bible: Israel and Jordan (Petra)

Katharine
Circle

Tuesday, December 6
7:15 p.m.

Dorothy Crain will lead the
lesson on

A Devotional-
‘What Wants to be Born in you?’ 

taken from the ELCA
Gather Magazine.
Next Meeting

Jan. 3

Yoga Made Simple -
Exercise for everyone 9 - 90+. Un-

der the instruction of licensed teacher, 
Valerie Wright. Classes began at Grace 
on October 18th and continues every 

Tuesday and Thursday at 10 a.m. in Rose Garden 
Rooms 2 and 3.   

Yoga Gentle…...Easy…. for Every Body
is an amazing form of exercise that helps tone and 
strengthen, stretch and sculpt, de-stress and re-
store while creating overall health and wellbeing.  

  For more information contact Janet Walston,                  
rjwalston@msn.com

“The Good, the Bad and the Ugly.”
The Women’s Wednesday Bible study resumed 

on November 30th with a four (4) week Advent 
Study, “The Good, the Bad & the Ugly.”

The study focuses on people in the story of 
Christ’s birth... Herod, the Wisemen, Joseph 
and the Shepherds.

Women of Grace and their friends are invited 
to participate Wednesday mornings at 10:00 
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The study is facili-
tated by Pastor Walston. 

In the same way, the women are to be worthy of respect, not
malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything.

 1 Timothy 3:11  (NIV)
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Council Members:
Randy Stoll (President), Jeff Brenning (Vice 
President), John Hicks (Treasurer), Senior Pastor 
Will Hartfelder, Members at Large:  Bill Kulju, 
Lisa Kuhar, Shirley Moleno and Vanessa Stewart. 
Joanne Figge was absent.   

Call meeting to order: Randy Stoll called the 
meeting to order at 7:05 PM 

Devotions: Bill Kulju led devotions. He spoke on 
Reform & Renewal from II Kings 22:11 and II 
Chronicles 1:7-12. 

Approval of September, 2016, meeting’s minutes:   
Bill Kulju moved to accept the minutes and Lisa 
Kuhar seconded them.  Motion passed. 

Topic 1: 
Arts and Environment committee met to discuss 
the fire vessel sculpture for the western façade of 
our church’s landscaping. No estimate of cost is 
available as they are still in the concept stage. 

Topic 2: 
The Little Blessing Advisory Board will meet 
Tuesday, November 8th. On their agenda is the 
presentation and approval of the 2016-2017 budg-
et that will be submitted to Council to be included 
in the 2017 Estimate of Spending. 

Topic 3: 
Reflection and discussion took place regarding 
about Bishop Bradosky’s NALC consultation with 
the congregation at Grace on October 27, 2016. 

Topic 4: 
Discussion took place regarding the Special Con-
gregation Meeting to be held on Sunday, Novem-
ber 6th. The logistics of the meeting, handouts 
and procedures were finalized. 

Topic 5 :
The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, No-
vember 20th after the 2nd service. An announce-
ment will be made during parish concerns. Coun-
cil will need to meet either virtually or in person 
before the Annual Meeting to approve the slate of 
Council Candidates and Estimate of Spending. 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
Church Council Meeting

November 3, 2016
Vision, Policy, and Budget

Topic 6: 
Pastor Will’s monthly report to council and the 
statistical report from the office, were reviewed 
and discussed. 

Topic 7: 
John Hicks was unable to present a Treasurer’s 
report for October or a recap of the Estimates of 
Giving as there has not been enough time since 
the end of the month to prepare the reports. 

Approval of required reports:  
Bill Kulju made a motion to accept the required 
monthly reports and John Hicks seconded. Mo-
tion passed unanimously. 

Next Meeting:  Next council meeting is Decem-
ber 8, 2016. Pastor Will has devotions. 

Adjournment with prayer:   
Bill Kulju closed the meeting with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John Hicks, Secretary Pro-Tem 

2016 Church Council
President ..................................................... Randy Stoll
 Ph. 614-882-2962 ..............  rstoll3@columbus.rr.com 

Vice President ...........................................Jeff Brenning
 Ph. 614-218-7983 .............................. jbrenni@att.net

Treasurer ...................................................... John Hicks
 Ph: 614-264-6317 .................... johnmh3@gmail.com

Secretary ..................................................Joanne Figge
 Ph. 614-207-1061 ........................ jcfigge@gmail.com

Senior Pastor ........................................... Will Hartfelder
 Ph. 614-882-3026 ........ w.hartfelder@grace43081org

Members at Large:
Vanessa Stewart ......................... vschpn55@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-588-2712

Lisa Kuhar ................................... lisakuhar@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-476-4028

Bill Kulju .......................................... kuljub1@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-937-5974

Shirley Moleno .................... shirleymoleno@yahoo.com
 Ph. 614-906-1126

Council Members Present: Randy Stoll (Presi-
dent), John Hicks (Treasurer), Joanne Figge 
(Secretary), Senior Pastor Will Hartfelder, Mem-
bers at Large:, Bill Kulju, Lisa Kuhar, Shirley 
Moleno and Vanessa Stewart.  Jeff Brenning was 
absent. 

Call meeting to order: Randy Stoll called the 
meeting to order at 12:34 pm.  He opened with 
scripture passages:  Joshua.  The Lord God is with 
us wherever we go.  Isaiah:  You are mine, do not 
be afraid.  I am God from eternity to eternity.  
Psalm:  Show me the path, lead me by your truth 
and teach me.  Hebrews:  Do not throw away this 
confident trust in the Lord no matter what hap-
pens. You will continue to do God’s will. 

Opening Prayer: Pastor Hartfelder offered an 
opening prayer.   

Topic 1:  Recap of 2016 Church Council 
Randy Stoll opened the meeting with a recap of the 
2016 Council.   Council was recognized.  He brief-
ly discussed the new affiliation with NALC after a 
many year discernment process. He reviewed our 
Vision Statement and Mission Statement (seen on 
page 2 below Pastor’s message).   

Topic 2:  Elect Council Members 
John Hicks, Treasurer, reviewed Congregational 
council structure.    Council consists of  8 mem-
bers plus the Senior Pastor.  This year the con-
gregation will elect three (3) members plus one 
(1) treasurer to serve a two-year term and one 
member to serve a one-year term.   
Two-year term: Randy Stoll, Jeff Brenning, 
Joanne Figge.  One-year term:  Vanessa Stewart.  
Treasurer:  John Hicks. 
A motion was made by John Hicks, seconded by 
Joe Moleno, to elect the slate of candidates as 
presented.  This motion passed.

Topic 3:  2017 Projected Church Receipts: 
Recap of estimate of giving from our pledges 
and non-pledged receipts.  We estimate $515,000 
projected income for 2017 which is a 6% de-
crease compared to 2016.  Rod Rice questioned 
the decreased estimate of 6%.  John Hicks re-
ferred to the fact that we received 100 pledges vs 
125 last year.  Little Blessings estimated income 
of $93,000 was added to the total which gives 

Grace an estimate of $608,000 income which is an 11% 
decrease over 2016’s estimate. 

Topic 4:  2017 Estimate of Spending for Mission and 
Ministry: 
The 2017 budget has been right-sized compared to last 
year’s spending.   Rick Clark questioned the difference 
in values on Little Blessings which shows an estimated 
$5000 loss for next year.  John Troutman asked if Little 
Blessings generally runs a deficit. John Hicks answered 
affirmative to these questions.   Rick Clark asked about 
pledges to the synod not appearing on the 2017 budg-
et.  John answered that we will honor our ELCA budg-
eted pledges for 2016 and that we do not know what the 
expectation is for the congregation to contribute to the 
NALC synod. 

Topic 5:  Capital/Building Funds: 
Founded in Faith – Forward in Hope. 
Pledges received are 47% of the pledged $594,280 al-
though we are only 33% into the campaign. 
We have $1,200,006 in bank accounts.  We have enough 
money in the bank plus pledges to cover our building 
debt until 2029.  Rod Rice asked if there will be another 
capital campaign in a few years.  John Hicks answered 
yes.  We expect to have three more capital campaigns to 
pay off the debt. 

A question was asked about the mission endowment fund 
by Rod Rice.  John Hicks answered that a fund commit-
tee is to be addressed by Council in 2017.  

John Hicks moved that we adopt the 2017 estimate of 
spending. David Fuhrman seconded the motion. This 
motion passed. 

Topic 6:  Ratification of Constitution and Bylaws: 
Changes that were adopted and need to be ratified were 
regarding the church’s change from ELCA to NALC.  
Ron Hoch moved that we accept and ratify the changes 
to the By-laws and Constitution. Rick Clark seconded.  
This motion passed with more than a 2/3rds affirmative 
vote. 
Randy Stoll called for questions from the congregation.  
There were none. 
Closing Prayer: Pastor Will closed the meeting with 
prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
   Joanne Figge, Secretary 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Westerville, Ohio 

2017 Annual Meeting November 20, 2016 
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Council Members:
Randy Stoll (President), Jeff Brenning (Vice 
President), John Hicks (Treasurer), Senior Pastor 
Will Hartfelder, Members at Large:  Bill Kulju, 
Lisa Kuhar, Shirley Moleno and Vanessa Stewart. 
Joanne Figge was absent.   

Call meeting to order: Randy Stoll called the 
meeting to order at 7:05 PM 

Devotions: Bill Kulju led devotions. He spoke on 
Reform & Renewal from II Kings 22:11 and II 
Chronicles 1:7-12. 

Approval of September, 2016, meeting’s minutes:   
Bill Kulju moved to accept the minutes and Lisa 
Kuhar seconded them.  Motion passed. 

Topic 1: 
Arts and Environment committee met to discuss 
the fire vessel sculpture for the western façade of 
our church’s landscaping. No estimate of cost is 
available as they are still in the concept stage. 

Topic 2: 
The Little Blessing Advisory Board will meet 
Tuesday, November 8th. On their agenda is the 
presentation and approval of the 2016-2017 budg-
et that will be submitted to Council to be included 
in the 2017 Estimate of Spending. 

Topic 3: 
Reflection and discussion took place regarding 
about Bishop Bradosky’s NALC consultation with 
the congregation at Grace on October 27, 2016. 

Topic 4: 
Discussion took place regarding the Special Con-
gregation Meeting to be held on Sunday, Novem-
ber 6th. The logistics of the meeting, handouts 
and procedures were finalized. 

Topic 5 :
The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, No-
vember 20th after the 2nd service. An announce-
ment will be made during parish concerns. Coun-
cil will need to meet either virtually or in person 
before the Annual Meeting to approve the slate of 
Council Candidates and Estimate of Spending. 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
Church Council Meeting

November 3, 2016
Vision, Policy, and Budget

Topic 6: 
Pastor Will’s monthly report to council and the 
statistical report from the office, were reviewed 
and discussed. 

Topic 7: 
John Hicks was unable to present a Treasurer’s 
report for October or a recap of the Estimates of 
Giving as there has not been enough time since 
the end of the month to prepare the reports. 

Approval of required reports:  
Bill Kulju made a motion to accept the required 
monthly reports and John Hicks seconded. Mo-
tion passed unanimously. 

Next Meeting:  Next council meeting is Decem-
ber 8, 2016. Pastor Will has devotions. 

Adjournment with prayer:   
Bill Kulju closed the meeting with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John Hicks, Secretary Pro-Tem 

2016 Church Council
President ..................................................... Randy Stoll
 Ph. 614-882-2962 ..............  rstoll3@columbus.rr.com 

Vice President ...........................................Jeff Brenning
 Ph. 614-218-7983 .............................. jbrenni@att.net

Treasurer ...................................................... John Hicks
 Ph: 614-264-6317 .................... johnmh3@gmail.com

Secretary ..................................................Joanne Figge
 Ph. 614-207-1061 ........................ jcfigge@gmail.com

Senior Pastor ........................................... Will Hartfelder
 Ph. 614-882-3026 ........ w.hartfelder@grace43081org

Members at Large:
Vanessa Stewart ......................... vschpn55@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-588-2712

Lisa Kuhar ................................... lisakuhar@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-476-4028

Bill Kulju .......................................... kuljub1@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-937-5974

Shirley Moleno .................... shirleymoleno@yahoo.com
 Ph. 614-906-1126

Council Members Present: Randy Stoll (Presi-
dent), John Hicks (Treasurer), Joanne Figge 
(Secretary), Senior Pastor Will Hartfelder, Mem-
bers at Large:, Bill Kulju, Lisa Kuhar, Shirley 
Moleno and Vanessa Stewart.  Jeff Brenning was 
absent. 

Call meeting to order: Randy Stoll called the 
meeting to order at 12:34 pm.  He opened with 
scripture passages:  Joshua.  The Lord God is with 
us wherever we go.  Isaiah:  You are mine, do not 
be afraid.  I am God from eternity to eternity.  
Psalm:  Show me the path, lead me by your truth 
and teach me.  Hebrews:  Do not throw away this 
confident trust in the Lord no matter what hap-
pens. You will continue to do God’s will. 

Opening Prayer: Pastor Hartfelder offered an 
opening prayer.   

Topic 1:  Recap of 2016 Church Council 
Randy Stoll opened the meeting with a recap of the 
2016 Council.   Council was recognized.  He brief-
ly discussed the new affiliation with NALC after a 
many year discernment process. He reviewed our 
Vision Statement and Mission Statement (seen on 
page 2 below Pastor’s message).   

Topic 2:  Elect Council Members 
John Hicks, Treasurer, reviewed Congregational 
council structure.    Council consists of  8 mem-
bers plus the Senior Pastor.  This year the con-
gregation will elect three (3) members plus one 
(1) treasurer to serve a two-year term and one 
member to serve a one-year term.   
Two-year term: Randy Stoll, Jeff Brenning, 
Joanne Figge.  One-year term:  Vanessa Stewart.  
Treasurer:  John Hicks. 
A motion was made by John Hicks, seconded by 
Joe Moleno, to elect the slate of candidates as 
presented.  This motion passed.

Topic 3:  2017 Projected Church Receipts: 
Recap of estimate of giving from our pledges 
and non-pledged receipts.  We estimate $515,000 
projected income for 2017 which is a 6% de-
crease compared to 2016.  Rod Rice questioned 
the decreased estimate of 6%.  John Hicks re-
ferred to the fact that we received 100 pledges vs 
125 last year.  Little Blessings estimated income 
of $93,000 was added to the total which gives 

Grace an estimate of $608,000 income which is an 11% 
decrease over 2016’s estimate. 

Topic 4:  2017 Estimate of Spending for Mission and 
Ministry: 
The 2017 budget has been right-sized compared to last 
year’s spending.   Rick Clark questioned the difference 
in values on Little Blessings which shows an estimated 
$5000 loss for next year.  John Troutman asked if Little 
Blessings generally runs a deficit. John Hicks answered 
affirmative to these questions.   Rick Clark asked about 
pledges to the synod not appearing on the 2017 budg-
et.  John answered that we will honor our ELCA budg-
eted pledges for 2016 and that we do not know what the 
expectation is for the congregation to contribute to the 
NALC synod. 

Topic 5:  Capital/Building Funds: 
Founded in Faith – Forward in Hope. 
Pledges received are 47% of the pledged $594,280 al-
though we are only 33% into the campaign. 
We have $1,200,006 in bank accounts.  We have enough 
money in the bank plus pledges to cover our building 
debt until 2029.  Rod Rice asked if there will be another 
capital campaign in a few years.  John Hicks answered 
yes.  We expect to have three more capital campaigns to 
pay off the debt. 

A question was asked about the mission endowment fund 
by Rod Rice.  John Hicks answered that a fund commit-
tee is to be addressed by Council in 2017.  

John Hicks moved that we adopt the 2017 estimate of 
spending. David Fuhrman seconded the motion. This 
motion passed. 

Topic 6:  Ratification of Constitution and Bylaws: 
Changes that were adopted and need to be ratified were 
regarding the church’s change from ELCA to NALC.  
Ron Hoch moved that we accept and ratify the changes 
to the By-laws and Constitution. Rick Clark seconded.  
This motion passed with more than a 2/3rds affirmative 
vote. 
Randy Stoll called for questions from the congregation.  
There were none. 
Closing Prayer: Pastor Will closed the meeting with 
prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
   Joanne Figge, Secretary 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Westerville, Ohio 

2017 Annual Meeting November 20, 2016 



Wish to 
Hear it Again?

It is easy to hear a sermon you 
may have missed or you might wish to 

hear again or recommend to another sim-
ply by going to the Grace website at:  

www.grace43081.org.  
When you arrive at the website you: 

1)  click on “worship” on the left of the screen;
2) click on “Sermons” on the lower right;

3) click on “Listen to  a Sermon” in the middle 
of the screen;

4) choose your sermon from the menu.
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GRACE DARTBALL TEAM
15-15 Good for First Place Tie

 - From Robert Bassett, Dartball Captain
Currently the dartball team sits at 15-15 and 

in a two-way tie for first place in our division. 
We have a 12/1 match that will mark the half-
way point in our season.

We are paced by Garry Bright with 47 total 
hits and Cecil Budd with 16 Home Runs, 29 
RBI, and 19 Runs Scored.   

12/1  at Grace of God
12/8  at Emmanuel
12/15  Home v. Epiphany
12/22  at Christ
1/5  at Reynoldsburg
1/12  at Trinity
1/19  Home v. Obetz
1/26  Home v. Rome
2/2  at Grove City
2/9  at Lockbourne
2/16  Home v. Grace
2/23  Home v. Grace of God

 

Men of Grace
The Men of Grace meet the third Saturday 

morning of every month - October through May 
- at 8 a.m. - Except for this Month (December) 
when we will meet on the Second Saturday 
- December 10. 

The Lesson Theme this year is:“AHA - Awak-
ening - Honest - Action.”  The session on Satur-
day, December will be led by Jeff Brenning.  

All male members of Grace, high school age and 
up, are ‘Men of Grace” (MOG) and are invited to at-
tend for breakfast, fellowship and spiritual growth. 
AHA! See you on the 10th. 

Resumes in January. 
Check this space and

weekly bulletins for time 
and place. 

A Music Offering
On November 27, Dennis Crill, Piano 
and Linda Hoch, Organ presented 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
-arr. Don Phillips

during the offertory. 
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12/1 FRED PHANz
12/2 LOu ANN CRILL
 KATHY GREER
 LEE REYNOLDS JR.
 CAITLIN THOMAS
 ALEx WARBRITTON
12/3 LINDSAY HARRINGTON
 MINDY NELSON
12/4 JAxON GEST
 STEPHEN KILE
 JAMES SCHLEA
12/5 ROBERT CRAIN
12/6 JuLIE JENKINS
12/7 CAROLANN PAVICH
12/10 RICK CLARK
 JOY DIETz
12/11 ERIC BuSH
12/12 FAITH KAPPELER
12/13 MICHAEL GIuMENTI
 PAuL GRANT
 CONNOR PENSYL
12/15 DENNIS COOPER
 STEVEN JENKINS
12/16 KEITH HARRINGTON
 RON MICHEL
 ERIC NELSON
 PETE OTTESON
12/17 MERLIN BREEN
 BONNIE HANNuM
 DAVID KILE
 SuSAN MAHRT

12/17 SARAH PHANz
 VANNESSA STEWART
12/18 KELSEY KEERAN
 JOHN KLEGERG
 CAITLIN KOHuT
 LAuRA MONTGOMERY
 LINDSEY STEVENS
 JENNY WARBRITTON
12/19 NATALIE ARTHuR
 AMELIA HuGHES
 RYAN ROLL
12-20 SAMSON GuRGIOLO
 NATLIE JENKINS
 LAuREN PLACE
 GABRIEL YOuNG
12/21 KATHY BELL
 CHRISTOPHER KuHAR
12/22 JOHN HICKS
12/23 JACOB HORNBACK
 CALLOWAY ROBERTSON III
 KATHARINE TOLER
12/24 KEITH GREER
 BETH MOTIKA
12/27 MARY uLRICH
 PHILIP YOuNG
12/28 JuDE DRAKuLICH
12/30 TIMOTHY ARTHuR
 THOMAS GuRGIOLO
 LEANN KuHR
 BILL KuLJu
12/31 NATHAN HEILMAN
 NICHOLAS ROTHMANN

ANNIVERSARIESBIRTHDAYS
DATE   YEARS
12-1 DOuG & JOY DIETz 15
12-3 CHARLES & MARY ROLL 61
12-10 DOuGLAS 7 ASHLEY CALLICOTT 5
12-16 THOMAS & NANCY GuRGIOLO 16
 TOM AND LINDA SEAMON 55
12-20 LEE & CONNIE REYNOLDS 30

baptisms
JAxON THEODORE LAMAR DANIELS

BAPTIzED NOVEMBER 20, 2016
PARENTS:

JASON AND TATYANA (WARBRITTON) DANIELS

GRACE’S WEEKLY BULLETIN
IS ONLINE

To access, use your smartphone or tablet and navi-
gate to the Grace website (http://grace43081.org)

Select > “Calendar”  •  Select > “Bulletins”
• Click on the bulletin item you want to see!

Some benefits of using the online bulletin:
• Save Grace the cost of printing  

 •   Save a few trees    
 •    Ease of use - view the bulletin

any way you want!

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
has been serving the Westerville Commu-
nity for more than 107 years. Grace sup-
ports local ministries such as the Wester-
ville Area Resource Ministry, Westerville 
Partnership Habitat for Humanity, Red 
Cross Bloodmobile and Westerville CROP 
Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran Social 
Services programs like Faith Mission and 
provides weekly meeting space for a Boy 

Scout Troop and three AA groups.

deaths
SuSANNA HARTIG - OCTOBER 23, 2016:

TOM J. SHANNON, SR.- NOVEMBER 17, 2016

 Get email alerts 
on all  the 
latest Grace 
news:  events, 
meetings, 

Voice and other  
happenings!

 To be added to our email communication 
list, send an email to:

amy.quinn@grace43081.org
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An Opportunity To Serve
Webmaster John Clark is looking for a 

fresh appearance on our website. 
While our present website is serviceable 

and user friendly, he is looking for some-
one to update the website approach and 

add some new and improved ideas.   

If you would like to help
make our website more eye-appealing 

and useful to our members and guests.
 please contact John.

j.clark0104@gmail.com 

1/1 JAN AGLER
1/3 WAYNE DRAY
 ALLISON FRIEND
1/4 JOHN CLARK III
 RENEE LAKE
 DANIEL RAY
1/7 ANNA DOVE
 ALISON ROTHMANN
 LINDA SEAMON
 MEGAN SWEET
1/8 ANGELA HuGHES
1/9 SHIRLEY MOLENO
1/11 JOSEPH CASHMAN
 LISA KuHAR
 HEATHER SINGLETON
 JON SWEET
1/13 LINDA FICHHTELMAN

1-13 LARRY GEHLHAR
 EVELYN HEIMRICH
 SARAH PETERS
 HANNA PHILLIPS
1/14 MARILYN HAGAN
1/15 ELIzABETH HEYDMAN
 JILL MORRISON
 ABIGAIL REYNOLDS
 LOIS TuRNER
1/16 PATRICIA PATTERSON
1/17 ALExA DRAKuLICH
1/18 ANDREW RHODEBECK
 JARED WEIST
1/20 RICH KOHuT
 SHELBI KuRTz 
 JEFFREY MONROE

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

DATE   YEARS
1-7 ANDE & TSEGu uCuBAGABRIEL 43
1-31 DAVID & PATRICIA PATTERSON 52

There is a marvelous story of a man who 
once stood befoe God, 
his heart breaking 
from the pain and un-
justice in the world. 
“Dear God,” he cried 

out, “look at all the 
suffering the anguish 
and distress in the 

world. Why don’t you send help?”
God responded, “ I did send help, I sent 

you.”  -David Wolfe

NOTE:
Extra copies of the ‘Voice’ 

are available
in the office and

at the kiosk
in the Gathering Space

THE GRACE FACEBOOK PAGE
http://www.facebook.com GraceEvangelical LutheranWesterville

Send items that you want included on the 
Grace Facebook page to Lora Moore at  
l.moore@grace43081.org

1-20 ROGER WELLS
1/21 MICHAEL ADKINS
 ELI DETEMPLE
 AMY QuINN
1/22 CALLOWAY ROBERTSON IV
1/23 JESSICA WHITACRE
1/26 BECKY MILLER
1/27 JuSTIN CASHMAN
1/28 JACOB WASHBuRN
 RYAN WASHBuRN
1/29 BRANDON HANNuM
1/29 TOM SEAMON
 MANJuLA KOPPERA
 SHARON uLRICH
1/31 LISA COuLTER
 CHRISTINE HEILMANN
 CARL SELLKE
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“We’re so glad you asked.....”
a column offering a response to questions 

and concerns on a variety of topics.  If you have 
a question, please put it in writing and deliver 
it to the Church Office or email it to: office@
grace43081.org.  Questions must be signed.

Question:  Must someone who is 
a baptized, life-long Lutheran at-
tend New Member/Discipleship 
classes to become a member at 
Grace?

Response:  This can often be 
a  “touchy” question for life-long 
or “near life-long” Lutherans.  The 
short response is: Yes.  The longer re-
sponse offers reasons for why the answer 
is “yes.”

Our present practice at Grace is to re-
quire those who wish to be welcomed as 
members in the formal sense to attend two 
sessions.  These are offered on two succes-
sive Sunday afternoons from 3-6 PM.  They 
include a fellowship meal and nursery care 
when needed.

The first session provides a brief introduc-
tion/review of a Lutheran expression of the 
Christian faith.  Those new to the Luther-
an church are usually eager to learn more.  
Those already familiar with the Lutheran 
Church benefit from a “refresher” on core 
characteristics of our Lutheran heritage.  
Of course, a single session cannot  cover 

the breadth and depth of Lutheranism’s 
Reformation riches; however, even “cradle 
Lutherans” can appreciate this renewal of 
their roots.

The second session focuses on the mis-
sion and ministry of Grace.  Representa-

tives of Grace’s ministries provide an 
introduction to each area so that our 

newest members can appreciate the 
many ways their new church family 
is seeking to be faithful to our Lord’s 
call to follow him.  This session also 
includes:  a tour of the church fa-

cility which can be a very confusing 
place to newcomers; a personal in-

ventory of each person’s spiritual gifts to 
enhance their opportunities to become in-
volved in their new church home.

Besides the above, yet another aspect of 
the New Member/Discipleship classes that 
benefits “new” and “long-time” Lutherans is 
the opportunity to get to know others who 
have decided to formalize their relationship 
with Grace.

Joining a congregation, that is, living as 
a member of the Body of Christ, is much 
more than membership.  It is about rela-
tionships.  It is about living in community 
with those who in Holy Baptism have been 
sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 
the Cross of Christ forever.  It is about sup-
porting one another in our worship, our 
learning, our giving and our serving.  

You helped make it so. 
Seventy (70) bags of food and over $1500 in monetary donations were collected here at Grace during the 

annual Thanksgiving food drive. The drive is conducted by our Social Concerns Committee in conjuction 
with W.A.R.M.’s annual drive. The goal this year set by W.A.R.M. was to provide Thanksgiving dinners 
for 350 families here in the Westerville Area.  

The food and money donated here at Grace was enough for 196 Thanksgiving families. Thanks to all who 
reached out with the love of Jesus to serve our community in this wonderful way. 

Special thanks to Molly King and the 17 youngsters that helped with the sorting and bagging of the food 
collected. Also thanks to Mark Will of the Social Concerns Committee along with Janice Will and Fred 
Pfanz for their work in loading the food for delivery to W.A.R.M. 


