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Grace  Evangelical  Lutheran Church   •  westervillle, ohio

The Voice   of Grace

We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)

New Members
On February 26th, at both services, 19 new members were welcomed into the family of Grace.

Mission Statement
Our mission is to reach out

with the love of Jesus
 to grow disciples and 
serve our community. 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
Vision Statement

We vision Grace to be a welcoming
Christ-centered community of 

faith,inviting all, growing in discipleship, 
sharing in ministries. 

Members of the 2017 New Member Class: Front - L to R - Marrisa Priest, Courtney Busdecker, Molly 
King, Stephanie Foos, Jennifer Roan, Jan Halada, Rella Kehl.  Back - L to R - George Priest, Nelson 
Grover, John DoBroka, Cheryl DoBroka, Mike King, Jane Menges, David Smith, Dave Menges, Jack 
Halada, Jim Kehl.  (not pictured: John Westenhaver and Mary Olson)

Welcome these newest members of our Grace Family. 



take time and prepare our hearts, our minds, 
and our souls for what is to come. Lent is a 
time to focus on the awe and mystery of the 
miracle of our Lord’s suffering, death, and his 

resurrection.
I have come to appreciate Lent 

for the wonderful gift it truly is.  It’s 
the gift of an invitation to take one’s 
time.  It’s the gift of permission 
and opportunity to tend to our to 
faith journey as we prepare to walk 
again on the path of discipleship 
that leads us to the wonder of East-
er’s Empty Tomb.  I invite you to 
include the Season of Lent at Grace 

as part of your spir-
itual journey of faith 
this year.

With you on our 
Lenten journey of faith-
ful discipleship,

        Pastor Will

Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 

By the time you read 
this in all likelihood the 
40-day season of Lent will 
have already begun.  At 
Grace we begin this sea-
son at 6 pm on the evening 
of February 28th, Shrove 
Tuesday.  We enjoy a Pan-
cake supper prepared by 

men of our congregation and served by mem-
bers of our Confirmation classes.  Then, after 
pancakes, at 7 pm we have a brief service dur-
ing which we say “farewell” to the word Alleluia 
for the season.  We also burn last year’s palm 
branches along with those things we write on 
small pieces of paper and turn over to God.

When I was a little boy I didn’t appreciate 
Lent at all.  It always seemed like such a both-
ersome intrusion.  It made me grumpy.   Just 
as the days would be getting longer, meaning 
I’d have more time to play 
outside, my parents would 
make me go to church eve-
ry Wednesday evening.  On 
those days I would have to 
hurry up delivering my af-
ternoon newspaper route 
so I could get to my home-
work…before church!  Lent 
struck me as such a somb-
er, intrusive season just as 
I was beginning to feel good about winter giving 
way to the promise and playtime of spring.

I’m not a little boy anymore, at least most of 
the time.  And my appreciation for the season 
of Lent continues to grow each year.  We live 
in a “rush, rush” world in which “getting in 
and out” has become not simply a necessity.  
We’ve elevated it to the status of being a virtue!  
And along comes Lent with its 40 days dur-
ing which we Christians are called to pause, to 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
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Pastor Will Hartfelder

 The printed version of the new church picture directory
is now available in the church office through the week or at the 

Welcome Center on Sunday. Price is $10.00
See the electronic version at www.grace43081.org

We live in a “rush, 
rush” world in which 
“getting in and out” 

has become not simply 
a necessity.  We’ve
elevated it to the
status of being a

virtue!

Welcome New Staff Member
 After an exhaustive search, we welcome Helena 

Zvansky as our new Business Manager. She takes 
over for Amy Quinn who has taken a full time posi-
tion in industry. 

Helena has 27 years of office experience. Thir-
teen of those years were in the Big Walnut School 
System. She has also worked for the Olentangy 
Schools and the Ohio Retired Teachers Association. 
Her strengths are in being detail oriented and able 
to work independently or as a member of the team. 

Helena began her duties at Grace on March 1, 
2017. 

In addition to her work, Helena has been a vol-
unteer with the Big Walnut Athletic Boosters, the 
Westerville Crew Club, the Big Walnut PTO and as 
a little league softball coach. She has also volun-
teered as a computer instructor at Big Walnut El-
ementary. 

Helena lives in Sunbury with her husband Bob. 
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This is Most Certainly True
As part of our preparation to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, our 

“Wednesdays in Lent” this year will focus on Martin Luther’s teaching reflected in his Catechisms.
 During his ministry Luther came to be very concerned about the lack of understanding of the Scrip-

tures and the Sacraments, not only among the people but also among the clergy. So, in 1529 Luther put 
pen to paper and began to write the Small Catechism. 

Each Wednesday in Lent Martin Luther will present a particular portion of his Catechism.
You are invited to include these opportunities to gather at Grace with Martin Luther as part of your 

Lenten preparation for Holy Week and Easter.

Wednesdays in Lent
March 1st –  Ash Wednesday/Imposition of Ashes - “The Office of the Keys” (no soup supper)

Soup suppers at 6 pm; Worship 7 pm will take place on the following Wednesdays. 

March 8th –    “The Ten Commandments” March 15th –   “The Apostles’ Creed”
March 22nd –  “The Lord’s Prayer” March 29th –  “Holy Baptism”

April 5th –  “The Sacrament of the Altar”

Our website: grace43081.org is undergoing a facelift. 
Webmaster John Clark has formed a small group of 
members who are redesigning the site to make it more 
attractive, functional and user-friendly. The goal is to 
provide our members and visitors up-to-date infor-
mation on the happenings and missions of Grace.

John has also enlisted the help of Todd Harri-
son, the North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 
webmaster to help in this effort. Grace is one of 40 
churches in the NALC on-line network. This ena-
bles us to share a variety of information with other 
Lutheran churches. The up-date is exciting as well 
as a necessary step to stay in the mainstream of 
today’s technology.     

Todd Harrison has developed an excellent web-
site- thenalc.org- for the NALC. Grace members may 
be interested in the contents of this website: history 
and core values, ministry partners, Women of the 
NALC, Life-to-Life Discipleship, a daily devotional, 
an introductory video and many other items.

 There is also a place to sign up for the NALC 
monthly newsletter. If you are interested in learn-
ing more about the NALC and Grace, thenalc.org 
and grace43081.org are the places to go. 

Grace Lutheran and the NALC Websites,
Staying Up-to-Date 

thenalc.org
grace43081.org

Grace

Supper Club will be going to
China Dynasty

located at 1930 East Dublin Granville Rd. 
on March 16th

Reservations are for 6:30 PM.  There is a sign 
up sheet at the Hospitality Desk.  If you have any 
questions or need to cancel a reservation, please 
contact Bev Grubb at 614-589-9099 or Rosemarie 
Litzinger at 614-895-3568.  

WORSHIP SPACE FLOWERS  
The 2017 Flower sign-up sheets 

are located in the notebook at the 
Welcome Center desk; indicate if you 
would like to honor or remember a 
special person or event. Your contri-
bution of $20 will be used for flowers 
to be displayed in the Worship Space. 

Place your check in the offering plate, in the church 
office, or mail it in; you can also order flowers online 
at the Grace website.



Page 4 February 2017 

Rev. William A. Hartfelder, Senior Pastor 
 VM 11         w.hartfelder@grace43081.org 

Rev. Richard O. Walston, Visitation Pastor 
 Cell 614-832-9159   rjwalston@msn.com 

Molly King, Director of Youth and Family Ministries
 Cell 614-581-6675  m.king@grace43081.org

Lora Moore, Director of Music Ministries
 l.moore@grace43081.org

Linda Hoch, Organist  llkgraf102078@earthlink;mnet

Marjie Penn, Administative Assistant
    office@grace43081.org
Helena Zvansky, Business Manager
    h.zvansky@grace43081.org

Kathy Wahlenmaier, Financial Manager
    k.wahlenmaier@grace43081.org

Jocelyn Shuman, Preschool Director
    VM 14  littleblessingspreschool@grace43081.org

2017 Church Council
President ..................................................... Randy Stoll
 Ph. 614-882-2962 ..............  rstoll3@columbus.rr.com

Vice President ........................................Shirley Moleno
 Ph. 614-906-1126  .......... shirleymoleno@yahoo.com

 Treasurer ..................................................... John Hicks
 Ph: 614-264-6317 .................... johnmh3@gmail.com

Secretary ..................................................Joanne Figge
 Ph. 614-207-1061 ........................ jcfigge@gmail.com

Senior Pastor ........................................... Will Hartfelder
 Ph. 614-882-3026 ........ w.hartfelder@grace43081org

Members at Large:
Vanessa Stewart ......................... vschpn55@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-588-2712

Lisa Kuhar ................................... lisakuhar@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-476-4028

Bill Kulju .......................................... kuljub1@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-937-5974

Jeff Brenning ......................................... jbrenni@att.net
 Ph. 614-218-7983

We are a congregation of the
North American Lutheran Church (NALC)

 The NALC embraces four core values:
Christ Centered, 
Mission Driven,  

Traditionally Grounded and 
Congregationally Focused. 

The NALC is focused on
living out Christ’s Great Commission

to go and make disciples in North America
and around the globe. 

We invite you to learn more
about our congregation and the NALC.

Holy Communion
EVERY Sunday Morning

Two Worship Services: 8:15 and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School
for children, youth and adults 9:45 a.m. 

Join us for fellowship and refreshments
after each service.

Vision Statement
We envision Grace to be a welcoming

Christ-centered
community of faith, inviting all, growing in

discipleship, sharing in ministries. 

Mission Statement
Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to 

grow disciples and serve our community.

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 E. Schrock Road, Westerville, OH 43081

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
PH: 614-882-3026       e-mail: office@grace43081.org 

Website: www.grace43081.org
Facebook:facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville
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From Grace Archives:   Web Sites – DNA – Church Books
                                   by John Kleberg

Many resources exist to help in searching family history and genealogy. 
Various web sites such as Ancestry.com or My Heritage, provide access to nu-
merous databases on an international basis. Similarly, with current scientific 
advances, a sample of saliva provides some indication of your DNA ancestry 
and provides some insight into what parts of the world your ancestors might 
be from. DNA does not, however, do much to complete a family tree.

Church books continue to be valuable resources for details about family 
names, birth dates, baptisms, deaths and burials. Access to such records on a 
world wide basis is becoming more accessible but often with access limited to using commercial  databases.

Nonetheless, such information is also often available by simply writing the parish or congregation in the 
“homeland” if some basic detail is known about the person and the time involved. A translation may be need-
ed. Unfortunately, some valuable and irreplaceable records were lost during the First and Second World Wars 
if maintained at the local church.

At Grace, record books from 1909 forward provide valuable information about members with regard to pro-
viding substantial detail about Pastoral acts. Much has now been digitized permitting access without handling 
old and deteriorating books. Church books are clearly valuable resources in doing the “family tree.”

Is My Child Ready to Receive Holy Communion?
More than a generation ago many Lutheran congregations in North America be-

gan separating First Communion from Confirmation.  It had become apparent that 
focusing on a particular age as the primary criterion for determining when first 
communion is received did not adequately consider other important factors, e.g., a 
child’s maturity, a child’s experience in the church, a child’s family as a supportive 
context for faith, discipleship and understanding, etc.  The desire was to avoid a 
“legalistic” and “mechanical” approach to how parents, pastors, and congregations 
raise up our children in the practice of the Christian faith.  It was determined that 
a solidly biblical and Lutheran approach to the question of when a child was ready 
to receive Holy Communion on a regular basis should be arrived at through mu-
tual conversation that includes the pastor, the child, and the parents or sponsors 
involved, within the accepted practices of the congregation.  This is our practice at 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church.

The following questions are provided to help you 
determine the readiness of your child to receive her 
or his first Holy Communion.
· Has your child been baptized?
· Is your child comfortable in various loca-

tions around the church, including the 
Bema, Ambo and Altar?

· Is your child asking questions about Holy 
Communion?

· Will your child extend his or her hands 
when asked to do so?

· Does your child recognize the pastors and 
seem to be able to interact enough with them to re-
ceive the elements (bread and wine)?

· Is your child aware enough of others in the congrega-
tion and their needs to show a degree of respect for 
their communion experience?

· Are you prepared to help make the process positive?
· Are you prepared to continue to fulfill the promises 

you made at your child’s baptism to bring him or her 
regularly to the Lord’s Table?

Only the first question requires a “Yes” before your 
child can be considered ready to receive his or her 

first communion.  Use the oth-
ers to generate discussion and to 
plan, in consultation with either 
Pastor Hartfelder or Pastor Wal-
ston, for your child’s preparation 
to begin receiving the sacrament 
and the gifts it brings.

Pastors Hartfelder and Walston 
will lead a “First Communion 
Preparation” class this spring. 

The first session begins at 6:30 pm, Friday, April 
7th.  The second session begins at 9 am on Satur-
day, April 8th and concludes after lunch at 1:00 pm.  
Attendance at both sessions is required.  First 
Communion is celebrated on Palm Sunday April 9th.  
Before registering your child please consult with 
Pastor Hartfelder or Pastor Walston.  To register call 
or email the Church Office (614-882-3026; office@
grace43081.org).

The first session begins 
at 6:30 pm, Friday, April 

7th.  The second ses-
sion begins at 9 am on 
Saturday, April 8th and 
concludes after lunch at 

1:00 pm.
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Rice Bowls for Lent
On Sunday, March 5th the Sunday 

school classes will receive Rice Bowls 
for Lent. Each child will 
receive their own Rice 
Bowl to fill  with loose 
change during the time 
of Lent. Fill a bowl and 

fight hunger! Rice Bowls provide 
much needed meals to great kids around the 
world through partnerships with Christian or-
phanages. For more information you can go to 
ricebowls.org. We 
will be collecting 
the money from 
the Rice Bowls 
on Sunday, April 
9th which is 
the week before 
Easter. 

If you have any 
questions see Molly King, Director of Youth 
and Family, (m.king@grace43081.org)

Molly King
Director of
Youth and Family Ministries

Grace’s Gang  Messages from Molly

	 	 Grace		Youth	 Grace	Adults

			 170	 143

Although the Super Bowl was a football game, 
our Souper-bowl tally looked more like a high 
scoring NBA All-star game. The youth of Grace 
out “souped’ the adults by a final score of 170 
to 143. It was close until the final day when the 
youth rallied to secure the victory. Thanks to 
all who participated. W.A.R.M. was the ultimate 
winner when all 313 cans of soup found their 
way to the W.A.R.M. grocery shelves. 

Little Lambs Ministry for Preschoolers
During Parish Concerns at both services each Sunday, our Pre-schoolers (ages 2 through Kindergarten) and 

their leaders go to the Youth Room where they enjoy age appropriate activities during the sermon, prayers 
and creed. They return during the offering to join us for Holy Communion. Leader at 8:15 am is Kirsten Hicks; 
leader at 11:00 am is Amy Quinn. Any questions about the program or if you want to be involved, please con-
tact Molly at m.king@grace43081.org. Meet at the Baptismal Font during announcements. 

FAMILY 
EVENT

BOWLING
Let’s do it again!

A great time 
had by all bowling at Capri Lanes on Saturday, February 
4th! There were 21 people participating in bowling. The 
Young family is missing from the group picture above. 
Be watching for another bowling event in the future. 
Everyone agreed it would be fun to do it again!  

 Vacation
 Bible 
School: 
We will be having Vaca-

tion Bible School July 23-25. 
Camp Out, Getting S’more 
of Jesus is the name of the 
program. 

Get ready for mountains of fun! Grab your gear 
for the ultimate getaway. At Camp Out VBS, kids trek 
through an outdoor adventure minus bug spray and 
lack of sleep! They’ll kindle friendships and discover 
that Jesus is the light of the world. A light meal will 
be provided for all three evenings which will be 6:00 to 
8:30. More information to come! If you are interested in 
helping with VBS or have any questions see Molly King 
or Kirsten Hicks. 

July 23-25
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Lenten Pretzels
Here are two easy recipes for making homemade 
pretzels during your Lenten fast. 

‘Our Sunday Visitor’ 
www.oursundayvisitor.com

The pretzel has great historical and spiritual sig-
nificance. As the faithful in the old Roman Empire 
kept a very strict fast all through Lent — no dairy 
products, eggs, or meat — they made small breads 
of water, flour, and salt to accompany their sim-
ple meals of fish, fruit, and vegetables. To remind 
themselves that Lent was a time of prayer, they 
shaped the breads in the form of arms crossed 
in prayer. The Latin word bracellae, “little arms,” 
eventually became the Germanic “pretzel.”
Traditional Pretzels 

• 1 pkg. dry yeast
• 1 1/4 C. warm water
• 1 tsp. salt
• 1 tbsp. sugar
• 4 C. flour
• 1/4 C. melted butter
• 1 beaten egg

Dissolve yeast in water. Add salt and sugar.
Blend in flour. Knead dough until smooth.
Cut into small pieces. Roll into ropes and twist into 
pretzel shape.
Place on lightly greased cookie sheets. 
Brush pretzels with beaten egg.
Sprinkle with coarse salt if desired.
Bake at 375° F about 15 minutes. 

Quick Pretzels 
• 1 envelope Rapidrise yeast
• 2 tbsp. honey
• 1 C. warm water
• 1 tsp. salt
• 3 C. flour
• 1 egg, beaten
• coarse salt
• sesame seed
• Mrs. Dash seasoning

 Soften yeast in the warm water. Add the honey 
and 1 tsp. salt.
Blend in the flour. Turn out dough on a lightly 
floured surface and knead until smooth, about 
five minutes.
Roll the dough into ropes about 18” long and 
shape into pretzel shapes. Place on lightly greased 
cookie sheet. Brush with beaten egg.
Sprinkle with coarse salt or use sesame seed and 
Mrs. Dash non-salt seasoning.
Bake at 425° F for 12 to 15 minutes until the 
pretzels are golden brown.
Yield: 10 to 12 pretzels. 
 

Little Blessings Preschool
Preschool enrollment for

3, 4 and 5 year old children
for the 

2017 – 2018 school has begun!
Our phone number is:

614-882-7592. 
Information can also be found on Grace’s website,

grace43081.org
Please let family and friends know that

registration for the 2017-2018 preschool
year has begun.

We would enjoy taking them on a tour of the pre-
school if they would like to schedule a time to come 

for a visit.
Grace is blessed with gifted, talented 
and creative teachers. The teachers 
spend many hours preparing class-
room activities and learning expe-
riences to provide children with a 
strong foundation for their future 
school years.



Page 8  March 2017

Meet our Scout Master
by Mark Will

 As many of you know the church 
has sponsored a Boy Scout troop 
dating back to 1969 when then Pas-
tor John Zimmerman first set up the 
charter for Troop 502. We have had 
a rich tradition of scouts that have 
participated, many of the young men  
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. Our present troop includes 
a transfer troop from St. Matthews Episcopal Church, Troop 

007, under the leadership of Scout Master Sam Austrino. Many of you remember Sam from “Scout Sunday” held 
annually to celebrate all aspects of scouting. The scouts served as greeters during second service on Feb. 5th 
and Sam introduced them to the congregation. (see photo above left) He also thanked the congregation for their 
continued support of the young men of Troop 007.

Sam was active in scouts as a boy and went all the way through Cub Scouts to achieve the rank of Arrow of 
Light but admits he did not show much interest in continuing with the Boy Scouts. He stayed only about a year, 
as cars were his passion at that time!

Scouting became an interest once again when his son Jacob brought home a flyer from school about scouting.  
At that point they were both hooked. Sam became a Cub Master and then transitioned to Boy Scouts as a Scout 
Master.  This is now his 7th year!  We are truly fortunate to have Sam leading our scout troop 007 here at Grace 
because of the rich traditions Boy Scouting has and the dedication Sam has to lead our troop. 

Sam is married to his wife Deb and they have lived in Westerville for about 25 years. Jacob is a graduate of 
Westerville South High School and is now a freshman at Ohio University studying Music Education. Jacob was 
one of our most recent Eagle Scouts!

The troop meets every Thursday evening in the Fellowship Hall from 7:15 to 8:30 pm. They have very educa-
tional discussions as well as monthly outings. They also participate in a summer camp, this year going to Chief 
Logan Camp ground near Chillicothe. 

If your son has an interest in Scouting please stop in on Thursday evenings and visit with Sam. Contact him 
by email at: samaustrino@aol.com or call at (614) 332-7432 with further questions.

Scout Master Sam Austrino

KitchenKrew

Do you like to prepare food?
We’ve got an apron for you!  

Grace Kitchen Krew is always look-
ing for new members.  We help 
serve meals for various church 
functions.  Part of what we do 
is prepare food for Faith Mis-
sion, BloodMobile, church funer-
als, and the Advent and Lenten church 

luncheons. 
 One is not expected to help 

at all the various functions.  
We set-up, prepare and clean-
up after these various events.  
Sometimes we just need do-
nations of food for a funeral 
luncheon like a salad or des-
sert.  

If you would like more infor-
mation on how you can help 
with preparation or donation of 

food, please contact Janet Breen, 614-418-7184 or 
e-mail at jbreen47@insight.rr.com

Janet Breen

Pr. Will is leading another trip in late May of 
2017!  This is your opportunity to join him on 
a pilgrimage-vacation to remember for a lifetime!  
Make the Bible come alive as you explore the meet-
ing place of “the three great monotheisms,” Juda-
ism, Christian-
ity and   Islam. 
Walk in the 
footsteps of the 
prophets, the 
kings of Israel, 
Jesus and the 
apostles. Space 
is limited. Your 
$300.00 de-
posit will re-
serve your place.  An information flyer is availa-
ble at the Welcome Desk in the Gathering Space. 
For more information please contact Pr. Will 
(w.hartfelder@grace43081.org  or phone 614-
882-3026).

Journey Through the Land of the
Bible: Israel and Jordan (Petra)

Paul Hotchkiss and Dave 
Schroeder at the Western Wall 
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RUTH CIRCLE
Ruth Circle will meet at Grace on Mon-

day, March 13th in the Rose Garden #1 
at 1:00 p.m.  The Bible study is #6 on 
‘Angels & Guidance’ in the book of An-
gels. Jan McClusky will be our hostess. If 
you wish to attend, contact Joyce Strung 
at 614-523-3663.  Please join us.

Men of Grace (MOG)
The Men of Grace meet the third Saturday 

morning of every month - October through May 
- at 8 a.m. 

The Lesson Theme this year is:
“AHA - Awakening - Honest - Action.” 

The session on Saturday, March 18th will 
be led by Tom Seamon. All male members of 
Grace, high school age and up, are ‘Men of 
Grace” and are invited to attend for break-
fast, fellowship and spiritual growth.

 AHA! See you on the 18th. 

And	if	ye	be	Christ’s,	then	are	ye	A
braham

’s	seed,	and	heirs	according	to	the	pro
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Katharine
Circle

Tuesday, March 7
7:15 p.m.

Shirley Moleno will lead the
lesson on

‘Heirs of the Promise’
Christian Faith and Christian Freedom

taken from the ELCA
Gather Magazine.
Next Meeting

April 3

“That the World May Know” Not Your
Grandparents’ Church!  

Christian Mission in a New Day and Age:
Commentators across the reli-

gious spectrum have claimed for 
some time we are living in a “post-
Christendom” and “post-modern” era.   
Christianity’s centuries-long “easy walk” with 
the culture, if not over, is clearly not what it 
once was.  

Using varying resources including Loren B. 
Mead’s The Once and Future Church: Reinvent-
ing the Congregation for a New Mission Fron-
tier, this adult learning opportunity describes 
this new reality and addresses its impact on 
mission and ministry in the local church.  

Facilitator:  Pastor Will Hartfelder; 
Location:  Fellowship Hall; 
Dates:  Sunday Mornings, 9:45-10:45
 February 12th thru April 2nd.

ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

NEW

The Women’s Bible Study meets in the 
Fellowship Hall Wednesday mornings at 10 
o’clock. Facilitator is Pastor Walston. 
The books, PAUL Apostle to All the Nations, are 

available in the office during the week and at 
the study on Wednesday.  The cost is $10.00. 

In the same way, the women are to be 
worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but 

temperate and trustworthy in everything.
 1 Timothy 3:11  (NIV)

The video and discussion series entitled “Fire 
on the Mountain” will resume on April 9. There 
are several sessions left in this series in which 
we have seen God’s people leave the oppression 
experience in Egypt and begin their trials and 
tests in the desert in search for the promised 
land and God’s desire for them to live as his 
people. Bill Kulju leads this study.  
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Westerville Habitat Partnership is going to build walls for a home on 
Saturday, June 3, 2017, on Otterbein cam-
pus.  Grace Lutheran is one of the five 
churches involved in this mission, and you 
are welcome to sign up to volunteer!  We will 

teach you for your part of the build, and are particularly looking for people to 
measure, cut, nail, glue, and lift the walls!  Please contact Joanne Figge at 614-
207-1061 or jcfigge@gmail.com to get involved!  A sign-up sheet will also be on 
the Welcome Center in the Gathering Space during the month of May!

A Joyful Noise!
Concert Schedule

2017
Sunday, March 19  7:00 p.m.

Bohemian Highway
May 7 * 7:00 p.m.*  Dr. Tony’s Original Ragtime Band

All
Concerts

are held in the Worship Space
A reception in the Gathering Space

follows each event.
There is no admission charge for 

A Joyful Noise!
concerts

A free will offering is taken. 

Yoga Made Easy
Exercise for everyone ages 9 to 90+
One hour sessions with instructor 
Valerie Wright begins at 10:00 a.m. 
in Rose Garden Rooms 2 & 3 
every Tuesday and Thursday. 
Cost is $5.00 drop-in fee.
Bring your yoga mat or rug.
For more information contact 
Janet Walston at 614-423-7343 or 
rjwalston@msn.com

Volunteers Wanted, Needed, Appreciated

Financial Manager Kathy Wahlenmaier re-
ported that the monthly W.A.R.M. donations 

in February was $730. Added to that figure was the result of the Annual Souper 
Bowl Challenge which totaled $353 (see below). To date in 2017 the total amount 
donated to W.A.R.M. is $1,253. 

As of February 8, 2017, five hundred and thirty-five (535) lbs of food and per-
sonal care items have been donated by Grace members to W.A.R.M. The year-to-
date total for 2017 of Food and Personal Care items is 741.6 pounds. 

Thanks to all who are making W.A.R.M. a regular part of your tithes and offer-
ings. You are a blessing to many. 

‘Honor the Lord with your sustance and the 
first fruits of all your produce.”  (Proverbs 3:9)

FIRST	FRUITS	
VOLUNTEER

OPPORTUNITY
Volunteering for 

the First Fruits Min-
istry involves one 
first Sunday of the 
Month at either the 
first or second wor-
ship service. Infor-
mation and a sign-
up sheet is at the 
Welcome Center. If 
you have questions 
call Karen Bale at 
614-506-3331. 

Cut out and collect these items for the March First Fruits Grocery Cart 
NOTE: Checks 

should be made 
out to Grace 

Lutheran Church 
with a notation on 
the memo line for 

W.A.R.M.

Go on-line to Westerville Area Resource Ministry to find the most needed items in addition to those listed above. 
Drop off fresh produce donations to WARM at 150 Heatherdown Dr. Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm.

Questions? Call 614-899-0196.

“I Don’t Care” Soup-er Bowl Fans
Win Again  

The WEEKLY BULLETIN is ONLINE
To access, use your smartphone or tablet and navigate 

to the Grace website (http://grace43081.org)
Select > “Calendar”  •  Select > “Bulletins”
• Click on the bulletin item you want to see!

Some benefits of using the online bulletin:
• Save Grace the cost of printing  

 •   Save a few trees    
 •    Ease of use - view the bulletin

any way you want!

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
has been serving the Westerville Community 
for more than 107 years. Grace supports 
local ministries such as the Westerville Area 
Resource Ministry, Westerville Partnership 
Habitat for Humanity, Red Cross Bloodmo-
bile and Westerville CROP Walk. Grace also 
supports Lutheran Social Services programs 
like Faith Mission and provides weekly meet-
ing space for a Boy Scout Troop and three 

AA groups.

QR Code for Website
This is the QR (Quick Response) code for Grace. 
Scan this code with your iphone and it will take 
you directly to the Grace Lutheran Website. �

The “I Don’t Care” soup pot again collected the 
largest amount of money during our annual Souper 
Bowl Challenge. The IDC pot contained $168.00 
compared to the Falcons with $98.00 and the Super 
Bowl Champion Patriots $87.00. The grand total of 
$353.00 was given to the Real Winner of the Chal-
lenge - the Westerville Area Resource Ministry. Great 
job by the Grace Lutheran Souper Bowl fans.

Recipients of our appreciation
are apt to express their own gratitude to others,

lengthening the unending,
golden chain of connections-in-goodness

that stretches across the world.
Mary Ford Grabowsky - The Way of Mary

Baked Beans, Canned Spaghetti Sauce, Sloppy Joe/Hot Dog Sauce,
Stewed Tomatoes, Spinach/Beets, White/Chocolate Cake Mix /Frosting, 

Size 5 & 6 Diapers (size 6 is the most needed)
Shampoo/Conditioner, Baking Soda, Salt & Pepper Shakers

Fresh produce is always welcome, especially early in the week.
Remember to place only non-perishable items into our grocery carts.

City Barbeque donates 25% of your purchase to 
the Habitat Partnership on Monday, April 10!  Fly-
ers will be available at the Welcome Center in the 
Gathering Space. Give the flyer to your server at City 
Barbeque when you make your meal purchase!  

City Barbeque
Westerville Habitat

Partnership
Semi-Annual Fundraiser 

April 10

March Blood Drive: We will hold our next 
Red Cross blood drive on Tuesday March 7th 
from noon to 6:00 pm!

With our last drive in January we hit a recent 
blood donor high of 60 units collected, in fact they 
even ran out of collection bags. What a great day 
that was but we can beat it this time with your 
help!

We encourage you to come out and give a unit 
even if you have never done so before. Come and 
shake hands with all of our loyal, regular donors 
who donate regularly.  They do so not only to 
save a life but to enjoy one of those world famous 
sandwiches from the Kitchen Krew!

You can sign up for an appointment time 
in advance by going to redcrossblood.org and 
search for the date and the location, being Grace 
Lutheran. We look forward to seeing all of our old 
faces and the new ones on March 7th.           -
Mark Will

Thank you for supporting the 
American Red Cross blood program!
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Westerville Habitat Partnership is going to build walls for a home on 
Saturday, June 3, 2017, on Otterbein cam-
pus.  Grace Lutheran is one of the five 
churches involved in this mission, and you 
are welcome to sign up to volunteer!  We will 

teach you for your part of the build, and are particularly looking for people to 
measure, cut, nail, glue, and lift the walls!  Please contact Joanne Figge at 614-
207-1061 or jcfigge@gmail.com to get involved!  A sign-up sheet will also be on 
the Welcome Center in the Gathering Space during the month of May!

A Joyful Noise!
Concert Schedule

2017
Sunday, March 19  7:00 p.m.

Bohemian Highway
May 7 * 7:00 p.m.*  Dr. Tony’s Original Ragtime Band

All
Concerts

are held in the Worship Space
A reception in the Gathering Space

follows each event.
There is no admission charge for 

A Joyful Noise!
concerts

A free will offering is taken. 

Yoga Made Easy
Exercise for everyone ages 9 to 90+
One hour sessions with instructor 
Valerie Wright begins at 10:00 a.m. 
in Rose Garden Rooms 2 & 3 
every Tuesday and Thursday. 
Cost is $5.00 drop-in fee.
Bring your yoga mat or rug.
For more information contact 
Janet Walston at 614-423-7343 or 
rjwalston@msn.com
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Mark Will

Thank you for supporting the 
American Red Cross blood program!
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“We’re so glad you asked.....”
a column offering a response to questions and 

concerns on a variety of topics.  If you have a ques-
tion, please put it in writing and deliver it to the 
Church Office or email it to: office@grace43081.
org.  Questions must be signed.

Question: Why are we now reading the 
Psalm instead of singing it?

We are in the season of Lent.  Lent is a spe-
cial time in the church year when we partici-
pate in our Lord’s final trip to Jerusalem and 
the self-giving nature of love that is shown in 
Jesus’ passion and death.  Accordingly, our 
Sunday worship takes on certain “signs” that 
reflect the penitential character of this season.  
For example:

We “hide” the Alleluia banner on Shrove 
Tuesday evening during our “Farewell to Al-
leluia” service following our Pancake Supper.  
Some congregations physically bury a symbol 
of the Alleluia on Transfiguration Sunday, the 
Sunday before Ash Wednesday.  

Pictured above are Grace Altar Guild teams at their annual meeting on February 18, 2017. The members of the Guild 
are: Team 1 - Cheryl Bush, Andrea Bush, Joanne Figge, Marilyn Hagan, Sharry Hoch, *Linda Seamon, Grace Sima, 
Lou Swanson. Team 2 - Janis Boughton, Eloise Collier, *Phyllis Drakulich, JoAnn Hensley, Jason/Laura Montgomery, 
Vanessa Stewart, Karen Vann. Team 3 - Lois Bernhardt, Dorotha Fuhrman, Ann Heydman, *Verna Kreachbaum, Amy 
Quinn, Linda Reasoner, Heather Singleton, Joyce Strung. Team 4 - Marge Cepek, *Kimberly Haynes, Kirsten Hicks, 
Nancy Kleberg, Jill Morrison, Barb/Tom Moser, Ann Taylor. Team 5 - Tami Banks, Amanda Bright, *Mary Lou/Garry 
Bright, Jean Claflin, Katie Giumenti, Sue Miller, Vanessa Stewart. Team 6 - Natalie Arthur, Karen Bale, Rosemarie 
Litzinger, Regina/Vaughn Place, *Kathy Reedy. Co-Chairs of the Altar Guild are Rachel Gangestad and Carolyn Gib-
boney.
* indicates Team Leaders. 
Note: anyone wishing to become a part of the Grace Altar Guild, contact Rachel at 614-895-0138 or Carolyn at 614-891-9374    

Grace 
Altar Guild

This practice goes back to 
the Middle Ages.

We suspend saying or 
singing the word ‘alleluia’ 
in our worship during the 
forty days of Lent (the Sun-
days in Lent are not count-
ed).  This practice goes back 
to the fifth century.

We use a special Lenten gospel acclamation 
(“Return to the Lord your God”) that omits the 
alleluia.

Speaking rather than singing the psalm ap-
pointed for Sunday is in keeping with the above 
Lenten practices.  All of these practices serve 
the purpose of helping focus our hearts and our 
minds on this special season of the church’s 
gospel year.  Come Easter morning our worship 
bursts with song and shouts of Alleluia!

Our church calendar is not an arbitrary 
structure.  Each season of the church year 
guides us along the path of the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
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3/01� jeff�warbritton
3/02� lindsey�bright
� mandy�may
3/03� carissa�schroeder
3/04� charles�roll
3/05� mandy�bell
� margaret�hoch
� nancy�kleberg
� aubrey�toler
3/06� janis�boughton
3/07� stephen�miller
3/08� susan�wendt
3/09� cyntha�fue
3/10� randy�stoll
3/11� eloise�collier
3/12� david�patterson
� carson�schroeder
� jessica�thomas
3/13� benn�vann
3/14� bennett�calland
� jacob�singleton
� katie�singleton
3/15� mark�miller
3/16� susan�monroe
� avery�rowe
� shawn�stevens
3/17� andre�elliott
� elizabeth�penn
3/18� bruce�berry
� laura�calland
� barbara�lake

3/18� steven�young
3/19� randy�cashman
� emily�gorgias
� linda�morelli
� heather�soster
� fred�ulrich
3/20� robert�clark
� noah�rowe
� carole�smith
3/21� tami�stone
� mike�wiese
� forrest�workman
3/22� catherine�burner-� �
� kerlee
� william�sweet
� taylor�warren
3/23� michelle�bosse
� claire�jenkins
3/24� patrick�berry
� madeline�nickoli
� rodney�smith
3/26� phyllis�bale
3/27� kim�harris
� james�newton
3/28� bela�bernhardt
� mary�roll
3/29� nathaniel�rowe
3/31� amanda�bright
� pamela�cooper
� jackson�coulter
� kathy�michel

date� � years
3/06� tom�&�nicky�rothmann� 18
3/15� keith�&�kathy�greer� 3
3/20� ron�kerlee�&�catherine�
� � bruner-kerlee� 17
3/21� rick�and�sue�clark� 30
� � jason�&�laura�montgomery�8
3/22� michael�&�julie�braatz� 3
3/25� stephen�&�susan�mahrt� 45
3/25� james�&�susan�monroe� 50

Birthdays Anniversaries

Baptisms
february�26,�2017

HARPER	ROAN	ELROd
parents�john�elrod�&�jennifer�roan

MAkAYLA	JOY	HOwARd
parents�anthony�howard�&�mary�olson

ELSA	MARIE	MILLER
parents�mark�miller�&�kimberly�turner

ELEANOR	RAE	TOdd
dustin�&�stefanie�todd

GRACE DARTBALL TEAM
Divisional Champions

 - From Robert Bassett, Dartball Captain
The Westerville Grace Dartball team is the Champion 

of Division III. By taking all three games from Grace of God Feb. 23 they secured the Division Champion-
ship trophy. They become the 5th seed in the tournament and host 12th seed Trinity on Thursday, March 
2. Winning that match will set up a road test at Reynoldsburg on March 9 for the right to advance to the 
Final Four on March 16. If successful there, the League Championship is on March 23. It was a complete 
and total team effort this past week, and we are happy to be peaking at the right time! Tournament Time!�
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Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 E. Schrock Road
Westerville, OH 43081

Office: 614-882-3026
Fax: 614-882-7968
Email: office@grace43081.org

Place address label here

We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
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Soup Suppers and
Martin Luther’s Small Catechism

March 1 -  “Ash Wednesday”
March 8 -  “The Ten Commandments”
March 15 -  “The Apostles’ Creed”
March 22nd –  “The Lord’s Prayer” 
March 29th –  “Holy Baptism”
April 5th –   “The Sacrament of the  
  Altar”


