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Come join us for Rally Day on Sunday, Sep-
tember 17th 9:30 to 10:45 (Sunday school 
hour). The theme is “You are God’s Master-
piece”! Our youngsters will tinker, invent, 
doodle and create together. At each fun station 
they will learn about the Master Maker and 
discover they are God’s masterpiece! This is 
for ages Preschool through 5th grade and will 
be upstairs in the Little Blessings Preschool 
hallway. If you have any questions see Molly 
King (m.king@grace43081.org)

Middle School and High School will also 
have a Rally Day Event on September 17th. 
Fred Pfanz will be taking the young people to 
Camp Mary Orton to do Rope Courses. They 
will be leaving Grace at 8:30 am and return-
ing at 5:00 pm. The cost is $5.00 per person 
to cover a pizza lunch. If you have any ques-
tions or interested in helping see Fred Pfanz.

Theme for Rally Day:
You Are God’s

Masterpiece

Ed. Note: See pages 4 and 5 for oppor-
tunities for adults and families to grow in 
their knowledge of the Bible and deepen 
their faith. 

The Holy Family Time curricula de-
scribed by Molly on page 4 is an excellent 
study for families with children.  

Pastor Hartfelder and Molly King attended 
the North American Lutheran Church Lu-
theran Week Convocation in Nashville. along 
with 700+ church leaders from around the 
U.S.  Sessions and workshops were held on 
many subjects including discipleship, mis-
sions, and the Reformation. Speakers from 
across the U.S., as well as Ethiopia and Tan-
zania took part. A summary of the week is print-
ed on page 7 of this issue. 

Below is Molly ‘s report that includes her ac-
tivities and impressions of the convocation.  

“It was a blessing to be able to go to 
Lutheran Week in Nashville, Tennessee. My 
week started out attending the Women of 
the NALC 2017 Annual Gathering. The 
theme was “Being Reformed and Trans-
formed” based on Romans 12:2, “Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is-his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.” 

“We sang songs, received prayer partners, 
heard council reports and held council 
elections.   A vote was held for the Mis-
sion Bank Offering that has been collected 
all year from NALC Women’s groups. The 
two that were chosen are Lutheran Military 
Veterans and Families and NALC Disaster 
Response.

“The Rev. Dr. Amy Little and the Rev. 
Paula Murray made presentations based 
on the Bible passage from Romans. Bishop 
John Bradosky stopped into the Women’s 
Gathering at lunch and said a few words 
about repentance and following Jesus.

“At the end of the event the Women gave 
away door prizes. I won a decorative pillow 
that says LOVE on it.

August 7 - 11, 2017 
NALC LUTHERAN WEEK

Nashville, Tennessee
“The week in Nashville was busy and in-

formative. There were wonderful presenta-
tions and lots of resources to gather. There 
were tables set up with information about 
different missions we can get involved in. 
Sola Publishing and Concordia had books 
and resources for sale. 

“My favorite part of the Convocation 
was Bishop Bradosky’s keynote address. He 
shared a powerful story in his life and talked 
about discipleship and following Jesus. His 
main message was “Following Jesus is a hard 
thing but the only thing.”

“I am looking forward to sharing some 
of the things I learned during my time at 
Lutheran Week in Nashville.”  -Molly King  

Sermons 
on the Web

Would you like to hear a 
sermon you may have missed 

or wish to hear again. Perhaps you 
want to recommend a particular

sermon to a friend.
Go to the Grace website at:  

www.grace43081.org.  
When you arrive at the website 

homepage: 
1)  scroll down to quick links

2) click on “Sermon Video” or
“Sermon Audio;

3)  Sermons are listed by 
date and topic.



Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ,

Even more than a date on the calendar, 
a sure sign of summer’s end is the return 
of school buses shuttling kids to and from 
school.  Fall has arrived!  And in many, 
indeed most, churches it’s also “steward-
ship time” as congregation’s invite folks to 
prayerfully consider their estimate of giv-
ing for the upcoming year in response to 
God’s blessings in their lives. Please note 
I said “estimate of giving.…in response 
to God’s blessings in their lives.”  It is a 
core Christian, bible-based belief that all 
our giving is our response to what God 
has first given us.  Christian stewardship 
thrives on the question asked by the writer 
of Psalm 116, “What shall I return to the 
Lord for all his bounty to me?” (v. 12)

Christian giving is a way of daily disci-
pleship.  On the one hand, it encompasses 
our stewardship of all of God’s creation.  
On the other hand, Christian steward-
ship reflects how we use our time, our 
talents and our treasure to the glory of 
God.  And this is why Christian steward-
ship is ultimately a spiritual discipline we 
practice not because we’ve been asked to 

PASTOR’S
MESSAGE
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Pastor Will Hartfelder

do it (“when the church asks, I always 
give”).  We give because of our need to 
give and not because of the church’s 
need to receive.

Of course, there are always those 
who claim the church just wants your 
money.  Truth be told; the facts do not 
support such a claim. A study released 
last fall titled “The Socio-economic 
Contributions of Religion to Ameri-

can Society: An Empirical Analysis” re-
veals religion contributes $1.2 trillion 
annually to the U.S. economy through 
congregationally generated programs and 
ministries such as disaster relief, visit-
ing shut-ins, schools, food pantries, soup 
kitchens, counseling, tutoring etc. In fact, 
religion’s positive financial impact on the 
U.S. economy would make it the 15th 
largest national economy in the world!  
The study also 
reveals that re-
ligious people 
(those involved 
in a religious 
community in 
contrast to the 
“spiritual but 
religious”) are 
more likely to 
volunteer to help 
others and give 
more to charity on average than the non-
religious (for full report see:
h t t p : / / w w w. r e l i g j o u r n a l . c o m / p d f /
ijrr12003.pdf; for executive summary see: 
http:/ / fai thcounts.com/wp-content/up-
loads/Summary-Sheet.pdf).

On the 
first three 
Sundays of 
O c t o b e r , 
members of 
Grace will 
share their 
p e r s o n a l 
Grace Sto-
ries during 
worship as 
part of our 
“Grace Stories 
– A Stewardship Journey” celebration.  
Their stories will lift up how their Chris-
tian faith and their church family have 
impacted their lives and continue to guide 
and support them on their spiritual jour-
ney of Christian discipleship and steward-
ship. (see page 9)

I invite you to gather 
with your sisters and broth-
ers in Christ on Sunday, 
October 22nd, when we 
will have the opportunity 
to come forward as an act 
of worship with our Esti-
mates of Giving for 2018.  
A catered meal follows both 
worship services that Sun-
day.  It will be a day cele-
brating our Lord’s bountiful 

call to faithful discipleship and service to 
the glory of God.

With you celebrating God’s graceful story 
of generosity,

                 Pastor Will

Putting all students, teachers, school personnel and even some parents and grandparents on a blessed path for the new school year. 

Blessing of the Backpacks  -  August 13, 2017

“. .  religion’s positive 
financial impact on the 
U.S. economy would 
make it the 15th largest 
national economy in the 
world!”  

-The Socio-economic Contri-
butions of Religion to American 
Society: An Empirical Analysis

STEW RD SHi Pa
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2017 SummerMusic Series ConcludesOn September 3 withCarolyn Via on the Violin

Celebration of Sound

We are blessed to have these talented musicians offer 
their voices and musical talents during the offertory 

at worship services in the summer. Our choir will 
begin leading worship again in September.

Organist Linda Hoch accompanies each of the 
musicians. 

August 6 - Daniel Winfield, Cellist
“Sarabande & Minuet I from Suite 

No.1 in G for Solo Cello” - J.S.Bach

August 13 - Stephen Kile, Vocal Solo
“Swing Low/Steal Away to Jesus”

 - Wallace Willis

August 20 - Lora Moore & Larry 
Beckwith, Vocal Duet

“Oh My Soul”  - Casting Clowns

August 27 - Linda Hoch & Dennis 
Crill, Keyboard Duet

“Lord of the Dance” - arr. Joel Raney

Stewardship Corner September 2017

A Christian Perspective on Giving
Bob was more than a bit perplexed, even a bit annoyed, when he 

remarked: “How can anyone tell me that my income, my money, is 
a gift from God when I know I’ve earned it?”

The concept of tithing - sharing 10 percent of our income with 
others - comes from the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament. As a 
result, some see it as less binding after the time of Jesus. In the early church, as the book of 
Acts describes, people pooled their resources to meet the needs of many in ways they could 
not do alone. They also discovered how much their giving helped them feel good about 
themselves and their role in the community. Think about the tension you feel as a Chris-
tian, knowing that people are hungry not only in the world but even in your surrounding 
community. 

Talk to someone who has visited a developing country or a place in this country where 
poverty is the rule. It is both shocking and very uncomfortable. God made us this way, to 
feel this discomfort when others have less. God created compassion in us. 

So, the purpose of God’s many gifts to us is not to make us comfortable; it is to make 
us generous. For the Christian the perspective is no longer, “How much do I have to give?” 
Rather, the point of view of the Christian giver is, “It is good for me and the community to 
give, and even after giving liberally, look how much I am blessed to keep for myself.”

Adapted from ‘Tis a Gift to be Simple: Embracing the Freedom of Living With Less, by Barbara 
DeGrote-Sorensen and David Allen Sorensen (Minneapolis: Augusburg, 1992, 13-14.

The
Grace Choir 
Returns on
September

10
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Beginning on Rally Day, Sep-
tember 17 Faith-
weaver NOW will be 
offered to adults and 
children in Sunday 
School. Information 

on this integrated Sunday School 
Curriculum is on the next page. 

Faithweaver NOW is a great opportunity 
for all members of Grace, adults and children 
alike, to be studying age related material 
that is coordinated to bring the Bible lessons 
together for all of us. 

Everyone is urged to participate in this 
new concept of learning for our church. 
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Molly King
Director of
Youth and Family
m.king@
grace43081.org 

Grace’s Gang  
Messages from Molly

Little Lambs Ministry is Back
After a summer hiatus, the Little Lamb Ministry has returned.  During announements 

at second worship service, the Little Lambs (ages 3 to Kindergarten) leave the worship space 
with an adult teacher.. They do a Bible lesson and return during the offering. Little Lambs at 
1st service is “on hold” until a teacher is found. . Questions? Contact Molly (m.king@
grace43081.org). 

 Secret Sister Reveal Party 
The ladies had a great 

time at the Secret Sister 
Reveal Party on August 
20th! Dinner was catered 
by Panera Bread with soups 
and salads. We enjoyed 
Rosemarie Litzinger’s 
yummy carrot cake muffins 
and red raspberry muffins. 
There were also high heel 
cutout cookies from Patty-
cake Bakery. Everyone had 
a great time finding out who their Secret Sister was and opening gifts

SECRET SISTERS WILL BE STARTING AGAIN IN OCTOBER! You can get your 
sign up sheet and information sheet at the Welcome Center. Return the sign up sheet to 
Molly King (m.king@grace43081.org) by September 24th.

Holy Family Time is a free online re-
source produced by Sola Publishing which 
is intended to help parents and children 
develop the habit of spending time together 
praying, reading Scripture, and talking 
together. The resource is designed to be 
quickly and easily accessed on computers, 
tablets and phones. There is no registra-
tion, membership or access 
code required. Simply visit the 
website at: www.holyfamily-
time.com. Gather the family 
together at a similar time each 
day to read from the Bible and 
pray together, following the 
online resource.

The Scripture lessons used in the Holy 
Family Time devotional series follow the 
general pattern of the Church seasons, al-
lowing families to enter into the story at any 
point in the year. Each week of the year, the 
devotions focus on a biblical “story” text, 
with selected verses highlighted throughout 
the week. The current day’s devotion will 

appear as the top post on the website each 
day (previous days can be accessed by scroll-
ing down). You will see the date and day of 
the week clearly printed at the top of each 
post.

 I have done these devotions with my fam-
ily. The app is available on your phone and 
IPad. Each day’s devotion begins with every  

family member making the 
sign of the cross and calling on 
God with a prayer. This was a 
good learning opportunity for 
my boys to learn about making 
the sign of the cross. I encour-
age you to take a look at the 
website. There is also a link 

to the Holy Family Time website on our 
website. 

Jesus said: “You are witnesses” (Luke 
24:48). In biblical terms, “witnessing” or 
“bearing witness” refers to sharing our faith 
with others by speaking about what God has 
done in our lives specifically, telling others 
what it means for you, yourself, to trust and 

Pictured below are some of the 34 happy 
fans from Grace who attended the Faith and 
Family Night Soccer Game on August 25. 
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ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Faithweaver NOW
Adult class - Begins Sept. 17. 

Weaving faith into today’s families
Grace is excited to offer this study opportunity. 

Faithweaver NOW is a quarterly, age graded curricu-
lum for infants through adults. The three-year scope 
and sequence covers the Bible from Genesis to Revela-
tion. 

Each Sunday, as adults are studying a particular 
scripture or lesson, children in the SS classes will be exploring the same scripture. As 
each age level learns the weekly Bible point, families are united in placing God at the 
center of their busy lives. Amidst the chaos of everyday living, Faithweaver NOW 
brings peace, joy and hope to children and their families. 

The Adult Faithweaver NOW class will be held in the Fellowship Hall during the Sun-
day School hour. beginning September 17.  Bill Kulju will be the teacher/facilitator. 

WEDNESDAY WOMEN’S 
BIBLE STUDY TO START

Following the summer recess, the Wom-
en’s Bible study will resume weekly meetings 
starting Wednesday, September 6th. 

Each Wednesday at 10:00 am the study 
of PAUL: Apostle to All the Nations which 
began last Spring will be continued.

New members to the weekly classes are 
welcome to join in.  Books will be made 
available.  Meet in the Fellowship Hall.  Pas-
tor Walston will be the facilitator.

Ruth Circle resumes meet-
ing on  September 11. Regular 
meeting time is the second 
Monday of each month at 1 
p.m. in Rose Garden Room #1. 

The study selected for 
this Fall will be in the book 
“Heaven.” Joanne Figge will 
lead the first lesson. Books for the study 
can be ordered from Joyce Strung at 614-
523-3663. 

The ladies of Ruth Circle look forward 
to welcoming you.

RUTH CIRCLE

BEGINNING OCTOBER 1
Reformation Roots
Teacher: Pastor Hartfelder

Sunday school hour in the Rose Garden Library
This study provides a broad introduction to the 

stories and struggles of the Reformation that con-
tinue to have an impact on us today. Each session 
begins with a DVD presentation featuring scholars 
who introduce the characters and major events of the 
Reformation without “drowning” the viewer in end-
less details. 

This study is being offered again because many 
missed it the first time around.  The Reformation is 
fundamental to Lutheranism. “Reformation Roots” 

will enhance your understanding of the Reformation, Martin Luther and his counter-
parts, and the Lutheran Church. We urge you to attend Sunday School Classes.    

Two Adult Sunday School Classes Offered This Fall 
Reformation Roots and Faithweaver NOW

TWO NEW STUDY
OPPORTUNITIES

AVAILABLE AT 
thenalc.org

• A new discipleship Bible study for seniors 
and • A short history of the NALC .

now available on thenalc.org.
The first resource, Graying in Grace: 

Becoming Mature Disciples of Jesus 
Christ.

The second new resource, The Story of 
Our North American Lutheran Church, 
provides a concise history of Lutheran 
Churches in North America, including 
the formation of the ELCA, LCMC and 
the NALC. 

The Nursery is open during the Sunday School hour, 9:45 - 10:45 a.m. 
Trained, professional sitters are present every week to care for your children.

Ages infant through 5 years old. 

Thrivent Workshops
Rick  Krombach, FIC
Sunday School Hour

Join us for presentations brought to you 
by Thrivent Financial, a not-for-profit 
membership organization of Christians. 

The Workshops are hosted by Thrivent 
Financial Representative Rick Krombach, 
FIC, and sponsored by the Stewardship 
Team. They are held the third Sunday of 
the month, August through November. No 
products will be sold at these events.

The Topic for the September Workshop 
will be Social Security. 

Katharine
Circle

Tuesday Sept. 5, at 7:15 p.m.
Dorothy Crain leads lesson from 

Gather Magazine
 on the 

First Article of the Apostles 
Creed. 

Please Join us!
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Live in the present.
Do the things that need to be done.

Do all the good you can each day.
 The future will unfold.

- Peace Pilgrim

A column offering a response to ques-
tions and concerns on a variety of 
topics. If you have a question, 
please put it in writing and deliver 
it to the Church Office or email it 
to: office@grace43081.org. 
Questions must be signed.

Question: How does the church 
know someone is in the hospital?

Once upon a time in the land of “Pre-
HIPPA” (before the Federal Gov’t’s 1996 
Health Insurance Portability and Ac-
countability Act) hospitals would notify 
churches when a member was hospitalized.  
Church contact information was part of 
the person’s hospital record.  Indeed, un-
less otherwise directed, back “in the day” 
the hospital automatically contacted the 
person’s church of choice.  As is true of so 
many things, the world has changed.

Privacy laws no longer allow hospitals to 
notify churches a member is hospitalized.  
As a result, the church will only know if the 
member or family, perhaps a friend of the 
member, tells the church.  Experience also 
teaches: 1) since hospital stays are much 
shorter nowadays it is not uncommon for 
the church to know about a hospitaliza-

tion after the person has gone home; 
and 2) not everyone may want the 

church to know.
Grace is blessed to have Pr. 

Richard Walston serving as 
Grace’s Visitation Pastor.  This 

does not mean Pastor Hartfelder 
does not visit.  However, it is Pas-

tor Walston’s primary function to do 
visitations.   He also leads the Grace Care 
Team Ministry (GCTM).

The GCTM is a dedicated group of more 
than twenty members of Grace blessed 
with spiritual gifts for visitation who have 
received training for visiting our long and 
short-term homebound members and also 
those in hospitals.   Many also serve as Eu-
charistic ministers.  You will see them come 
forward in worship on the first and third 
Sundays of every month to be sent out with 
Home Communion kits to those unable to 
be with us in worship.  The GCTM’s mis-
sion statement is: 

“To be faithful servants of Christ, called to 
minister to the sick and homebound, linking 
them with the larger community of Grace 

through Word and Sacrament, love and prayer.”    
(Psalm 141)

“We’re so glad you asked.....” Pastor Hartfelder Preaches 
at Oromo

by Shirley Moleno and Julie Hartfelder

On Sunday, August 6, 2017, several 
members of church council along with 
Pastor Hartfelder and Julie worshipped 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ at 
the Oromo Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Columbus. The congregation currently 
meets in rented space;  an office complex 
on the southeastern side of Columbus 
(2234 South Hamiltion Ave). During the 
service the contingent from Grace present-
ed the congregation with a $2,000 dona-
tion to their building fund on behalf of 
our congregation as a contribution toward 
their goal of locating a new home (ideally a 
church building), one that will be avail-
able to them not just on 
Sundays and where they 
can establish a variety 
of outreach ministries. 

Even though Pastor 
Hartfelder preached 
the sermon, most of the 
service was spoken in 
Oromo. Nevertheless the presence of the 
Holy Spirit and the joy in the presence of 
the Lord was evident during the service, 
especially through the music and sharing 
of the Lord’s Supper.  Lisa Kuhar, Shirley 
Moleno, Joanne Figge and Jason and 
Connor Montgomery accompanied Pastor 
Hartfelder and Julie.  

The members of Oromo held a so-
cial time after church with coffee, tea 
and homemade bread. Pastor Teshomé 
Deingede took Pastor Will, Julie, Shirley 
and Lisa to the Lalibela Restaurant for 
Ethiopian food for lunch. 

Pastor Teshomé Deingede and Pastor
Hartfelder pose after services at OROMO. 

 Thank you to every-
one who bought tickets or 
donated to the Tapestry of 
a Town Event for Wester-
ville Habitat Partnership.  
The July 30 open house in 
Uptown Westerville earned over $3800 toward 
the Apostle Build for the family of Rafael and 
Angelica Rizo and their children Ignacio, Jocelyn, 
Ramses and Damien. 

Rafael said he always had faith that they would 
one day be able to afford a home that fits their 
growing family. “We have prayed for the opportunity 
to have an affordable home that our children can 
grow up in and to inspire them to one day become 
homeowners themselves” said Rafael. 

Rafael is employed with a local landscaping com-
pany and Angelica cares for the children at home. 
Rafael and Angelica are required to complete 300 
hours of sweat equity in the Habitat program, 
including 14 hours of homeowning classes. When 
the home is complete, it will be sold to them at 
fair market value with a zero interest, affordable 
mortgage. 

Once again, thanks to everyone who helped make 
this possible. If you wish to contribute financially to 
the Rizo dream or wish to volunteer with them at 
the job site, contact Joanne Figge for information.     

Grace Dartball team
Begins Defense of 
Divisional Title on

September 7. 
Captain Robert Bassett will at-

tend the League’s Captains 
meeting on August 31. 
At that time he will receive 
the official schedule for this 
season. Last year’s play-
ers and newcomers are to meet 
at the church at 6:30 on Thursday the 
7th to begin their defense of last year’s 
divisional championship.

Anyone interested in joining the 
team should contact Robert directly at 
419.236.4293.   

No experience is necessary to play 
dartball. Call Robert or show up at the 
church at 6:30 p.m. on the 7th.  All 
are welcome!
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NALC          News
NALC Convocation August 9-11, 2017

2017 NALC Convocation focuses on Discipleship and Reformation
Nearly 700 NALC members gathered August 9-11 for the 2017 NALC Convoca-

tion in Nashville, Tenn., around the theme, “Holding Fast: Being Reformed.”
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The 500th anniversary of the Reforma-
tion provided a focus for the Convocation. 
The leaders of the largest Lutheran church-
es in the world were featured speakers for 
the worship services. The Rev. Dr. Fredrick 
Onael Shoo, Presiding Bishop of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, was 
the preacher for a festival service observ-
ing the Reformation anniversary. The Rev. 
Yonas Yigezu, President of the Ethiopian 
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, preached 
for the opening worship of the Convocation 
MissionFestival.

The Rev. Dr. James Nestingen and the 
Rev. Dr. Nathan Yoder delivered keynote 
Bible study addresses on Reformation 
themes. The Rev. Dr. Jared Wicks addressed 
Martin Luther from a Roman Catholic per-
spective, and Carmen Fowler LaBerge ad-
dressed the Lutheran Reformation from a 
Reformed perspective.

The NALC’s focus on discipleship fea-
tured prominently in the Convocation. 
Bishop John Bradosky provided a keynote 
address and Bible study on discipleship for 
the Mission Festival. Discipleship was also 
a focus of his report to the Convocation 
and of other speakers and workshops.

The NALC Mission Festival began the 
Convocation under the theme, “Renewing 
Congregational Life Through the Word 
of God.” Keynote addresses were given by 
Bishop Bradosky, the Rev. Dr. Gemechis 
Buba, and the Rev. Dr. Joseph Parsalaw of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanza-
nia. Church leaders from around the world 
took part in a panel discussion on congre-
gational life in their countries. Workshops 
addressed a variety of topics.

Stuff the Truck for NALC Disaster Re-
sponse was a great success. So many supplies 
were brought for NALC Disaster Response 
that a larger truck needed to be obtained. 
Donated supplies included 400 quilts, 366 
health kits, 112 school kits, 70 flood buck-
ets, and 225 Bibles. (ed: See Note Below)

The Bishop election process will remain 
the same as proposed constitutional amend-
ments were not approved.

Elected to the NALC Executive Coun-
cil to four-year terms were Brian E. Sut-
ton of Statesville, N.C., and Pastor Mark 
Braaten of Tyler, Texas. Pastor Jeffray S. 
Greene of Brooks, Ga., and Lyle Hollander 
of Boyden, Iowa were elected to the Court 
of Adjudication. The Convocation also 
ratified the election of Julie Eskeland to the 
NALC-Canada Section Governing Board. 

2018 budgets were approved. The 
Convocation approved a $2.1 million op-
erating budget for the NALC. Budgets were 
also approved for NALC designated funds: 
$543,000 for the Theological Education 
Fund (which includes the North American 
Lutheran Seminary); $165,500 for the 
Great Commission Fund; and $64,000 
for the Disaster Response Fund. Budgets 
anticipate spending some cash reserves. 
Delegates also approved a resolution en-
couraging congregations to increase their 
benevolence giving to the NALC by at least 
1 percent of their congregational budget 
annually.

The Braaten and Benne Lectures in 
Theology, the annual theological confer-
ence which precedes the Convocation, fo-
cused on theological perspectives on the 
Work of Christ. The speakers were Dr. Don 
Collett, Dr. Gordon Isaac, Dr. Paul Hin-
licky, Dr. David Luy, and Dr. David Yeago.

Video recordings of the NALC Con-
vocation and the Braaten- Benne Lectures 
on Theology will be available for view-
ing online at www.thenalc.org. Documents 
and photos from the Convocation are also 
available online.

Note: The Stuff the Truck for NALC 
Disaster Response from Grace was  
overwhelming. Pastor Will and Molly de-
livered 44 health kits, 6 quilts, 2 Bibles 
and Bleach, along with $800 in gift cards. 
As noted above, the response for this 
mission event was so great that they had 
to order a larger truck. 

First English to Host
Reformation Celebration
A Reformation Celebration will be 

held on Saturday, November 18, 2017 
in Mansfield, Ohio.  The Ohio Mission 
Region executive council of the NALC 
has organized this celebratory event.  

Registration will be from 9:30-10:00 
a.m. and the day will end at 2:30 p.m. 
The cost for all registrants is only $10, 
enough to cover the noon lunch.  More 
details along with registration informa-
tion will be 
forthcoming. 

Dr. Jim 
Nestigen will be 
present with us 
for two keynote 
addresses (with 
time for Q&A) 
and to preach at 
the 1:15 p.m. 
worship service. 

The worship service will feature 
wonderful Lutheran hymns, led by Ron 
Marenchin of Trinity in Ashland and ac-
companied by brass instruments.  Con-
temporary Christian music will also be 
incorporated into the service.  Members 
of Grace will take part in the choirs. 

• Reaching out w
ith the love of Jesus to make disc

ipl
es

 an
d 

se
rv

e 
ou

r c
om

munity

The North American 
Lutheran Church 
(NALC) Disaster

Response to
Hurricane Harvey

In addition to our prayers, the 
many victims of Hurricane Harvey 
are in dire need of material sup-
port made possible by your gener-
ous gift.   You may do so by clicking 
on the link below or you may mail 
your financial gift payable to the 
North American Lutheran Church; 
2299 Palmer Drive, Suite 220, New 
Brighton MN 55112-2202.   Your gift 
will help provide both immediate 
and long-term help.

https://www.thenalc.org/projects/
hurricane-harvey/
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These are highlights 
of the August Council 
Meeting. Upon approval 
of the August minutes 
in September, the full 
minutes can be viewed in 
the church office.
• Approval of July meetings’ minutes:
• Little Blessings School payment policy 

change will be handed out at the first 
parental meeting of the season. Randy 
Stoll will email a copy of the payment 
policy changes to John Hicks for our 
archives upon receipt from Linda Fich-
telman. Each class is full this year and 
there is a waiting list. Council is encour-
aged and looking forward to a financial 
plan from Little Blessings, including an 
expense budget and income forecast.

• Youth and Family: VBS was in July. 
There were over forty participants at the 
three evening sessions.

• Parking Lot Repairs: Council discussed 
several proposals for the east driveway 
repair before this fall and have chosen 
Neff Paving’s proposal. Randy Stoll 
moved that council accept Neff Paving’s 
bid for $16,300. John Hicks seconded 
the movement. Motion carried unani-
mously.

Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church

Council Bullet Points
August 2017

Financial Statements
Reviewed

An Independent Accountants Review 
of the church’s  financial statements has 
been completed by Hirth Norris and 
Garrison, LLP, a certified public ac-
counting firm. 

 In the review, the firm found that 
Grace’s financial statements are being 
prepared  in accordance with account-
ing principles generally accepted in the 
United States.

Noted was the fact that historical cost 
records for the church land, building 
and contents were not available prior to 
2008 and therefore are not included in 
the financial statements. 

From theArchives
  John Kleberg

On July 17, 1936, The Westerville 
News published the article below on the 
“opening of the original cornerstone” from 
the Church on Home Street. The Church 
building remains today with stained glass 
and a bell, following the move to our cur-
rent location on Schrock Road in 1965. 

The original wood frame building was 
constructed in 1910. That cornerstone is 
included in the current building in the west 
entry to the nave in the north wall.

The cornerstone and its contents were 
removed in 1965.  The contents are pre-
served in the Archives.

• Schrock Road house needs some repairs 
and maintenance. To be discussed at a 
later meeting.

• Rose Garden Library carpeting proposal 
was reviewed and tabled for more details 
until the September meeting.

• The monthly comparative statistical 
report was reviewed and accepted.

• The Treasurer’s required reports were 
reviewed by council. Lisa Kuhar moved 
to approve the treasurer’s reports and 
Vanessa Stewart seconded the motion.

• Council will put the Capital campaign 
for 2018-2021 on September’s agenda.

• The next meeting is September 14, 
2017.

Annual Crop Walk to be Held on Sunday, October 1
The annual Westerville Area CROP Walk for Church World 
Service will be held Sunday, October1st at Hoff Woods Park, 
556 McCorkle Blvd. at 1:30 PM (registration at 1:00 PM).  The 
walk  distance is 5K and consists of very level terrain for people 
of all ages (strollers, wheel chairs, leashed pets and bikes are all 
welcome).  

Last year nine (9) walkers represented Grace Ev. Lutheran 
Church and raised a total of $1317 (25% of that total stayed 
local to help W.A.R.M. (Westerville Area Resource Ministry)).   

Please prayerfully consider becoming a walker to represent Grace this year by signing up online 
at www.crophungerwalk.org/westerville or at the registration table that will be in the Gathering 
Space through the day of the walk.  If you are unable to participate but want to support a walker, 
you may visit the same website and sponsor a walker or the Grace Team or visit the CROP 
Walk table in the Gathering Space.  You may also scan the QR code  at the right with your 
smartphone to instantly access the Westerville Area CROP Walk page.

For more information, contact Linda Hoch via email (lkgraf102078@
earthlink.net) or feel free to call/text at 740-604-1862.  
Additionally, this year’s Crop Walk will also be a Youth & Family Event 

for Grace. As such,, a group will be formed under Molly King’s name. 
For more information contact Molly at

 m.king@grace 43081.org.

Next Bloodmobile Visit
Tuesday

October 10, 2017
Noon to 6 p.m.
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Grace Stories
A Stewardship 

Journey
A fundamental principle of Christian 

stewardship is this:  disciples of Jesus give not 
because of the Church’s need to receive.  We 
give in response to what we have already re-
ceived from our good and gracious God.  

So the Psalmist sings: 
“What shall I return to the Lord

for all his bounty to me?”
Psalm 116:12

A second fundamental principle of Chris-
tian stewardship is that our giving is not simply 
between the individual and God.  Our giving 
takes place within the community of believers 
as an act of our worship. 

 Again the Psalmist sings:
“I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord.

I will pay my vows to the Lord 
in the presence of all his people.”  

Psalm 116:13-14

These two principles guide our giving and 
our life together as God’s people called Grace 
Evangelical Lutheran Church.  During wor-
ship on the first three Sundays of October 
we will hear members of Grace share their 
personal Grace Stories of what their church 
family means to them. 

On Sunday, October 22nd  - “Celebra-
tion Sunday” – you will be invited to come 
forward with your Estimate of Giving as an 
act of worship.  

There will be a catered meal after both 
worship services as we gather to celebrate 
God’s blessings in our lives as individuals and 
as a family of  faith.

A 
Stewardship 

Journey

Grace
Stories

Grace Financial Manager Kathy Wahlenmaier reported that the July W.A.R.M. monetary dona-
tions were $525. To date in 2017 the total amount donated to W.A.R.M. is $4,828.00 

As of August 7, 2017, one hundred sixty-six (168) lbs of food and personal care items have been 
donated by Grace members to W.A.R.M. The year-to-date total for 2017 of food and personal care 
items is 1969.6 pounds. 

Thanks to all who are making W.A.R.M. a regular part of your tithes and offerings. You are a 
blessing to many. 

‘Honor the Lord with your sustance and the first fruits of all your produce.” 
 (Proverbs 3:9)

FIRST 
FRUITS 

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY

Volunteering for the First Fruits 
Ministry involves one first Sunday of 
the Month at either the first or sec-
ond worship service. Information 

and a sign-up sheet is at the
Welcome Center. If you have 

questions call Karen Bale 
at 614-506-3331. 

NOTE: Checks should be made out to
Grace  Lutheran Church  with a notation 

on the memo line for W.A.R.M.

Go on-line to Westerville Area Resource
Ministry to find the most needed items

in addition to those listed. 

Questions? Call Tina Lapolla, Pantry 
Coordinator WARM - 614-899-0196.

 Cut out and collect these items for the 
September First Fruits Grocery Cart 

Baked Beans (not pork and beans)
Canned Kidney, Pinto & Navy Beans

Dry Pinto & Navy Beans, Lentils
Cream Soups:

Chicken Mushroom and Celery
Boxed Pastas, Potato & Rice Sides

Canned Pineapple, Peaches, Mandarin 
Oranges and Applesauce

2 lb bags of Flour/ 1 lb boxes of Sugar
Dish Soap/Laundry Soap

Toothpaste/Shampoo & Conditioner
Deodorant

Fresh produce is always welcome,
especially early in the week.

Place only non-perishable items into 
grocery carts.

Fresh produce donations to
150 Heatherdown Dr.
Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm.

First Fruits

Top 10 Most Needed in the W.A.R.M. Pantry Year Round
 Cereal - hot or cold Canned Fruit Baked Beans  Canned Chicken
 Canned tuna Spaghetti sauce Rice Deodorant
 Condiments ( ketchup, mustard, relish, bbq sauce, salad dressing, etc.) 

If you have ever thought of 
becoming a Hospice Volunteer, 
here is an opportunity to learn 
more about that ministry. 

Two dates have been set up 
to hear a group of Mount Car-
mel Hospice Volunteers discuss 
their roles and contributions, 
and to answer your questions.

•Tuesday, September 12 - 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
•Tuesday, September 19 - 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Join us to learn more about how you can 

become a part of at team to serve 
our community in end-of-life 
situations.

The sessions will be held at the 
Mount Carmel Hospice and Pal-
liative Care Center.

Register for one of these infor-
mational sessions by calling 614-

234-LIFE (5433).
There is a Fall Training Class that is being 

formed at this time. Come see if you would like 
to be a part of it.   

Mount Carmel Hospice Opportunity



9/1 Deanna Stevens
9/2 Joyce Fox
 Kathryn Holmes
 Ron Kerlee
9/3 Robert Ayers
 Brittany Hannum
 Justin Mathess
 Leah Place
9/4 Stephanie Shuman
9/5 Karen Holmes 
9/9 Marshall Giumenti
 Cynthia Myers
 Kevin O’Neil
9/11 Kathy Kemp
 Linda Reasoner
9/12 Brian Blakley

9/12 Erin Gest
 Gail Robertson
9/13 Claire Cain
 Vicky Tanler
9/14 Lotte Bredemann
 Mary Fritzsche
 Richard Jones
 Joyce Strung
9/15 Benjamin Kemp
9/16 Michael Gehlhar
 Gabriella Robinette
9/17 Dawn Dachenhaus
 C.Lance Mathess
 Arlene May
 Michael Nagy
9/18 Glen Alexander

Birthdays

DATE    YEARS
9/1 Matthew & Kara Schumacher 10
  Richard & Janet Walston 55
9/2 Ron & Kathy Michel 39
9/3 Richard & Anne Wilson 13
9/8 Kathy & Lee Kemp 46
9/16 Paul & Karen Grant 16 

Anniversaries
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GRACE FACEBOOK PAGE
http://www.facebook.com

GraceEvangelicalLutheran
Westerville

Send items that you want included on 
the Grace Facebook page to Lora Moore 
at  l.moore@grace43081.org

 EMAIL ALERTS?
Get email alerts on all  the latest Grace 
news:  events, meetings, Voice and other  
happenings!  To be added to our email 
communication list, send an email to:

h.zvansky@grace43081.org

  Never Forget
by Natalie Arthur

It happened again.
Planes brought terror and grief.

12/7, 9/11
 Live forever, live together

 In infamy.
 Crashing airplanes,

 Sunken ships, falling buildings, the Pennsylvania soil
 Are tombs and memorials to the fallen.

Blood shed uniting all in a moment of time.

A memorial ship drips oil like blood.
A hole in the Pentagon to match the hole in our hearts.

 Never forget.

9/18 Andrea Bush
 Paul Gorgias
 Isabelle Kotik
 Teri Roshon
 Vivian Wilson
9/19 Samuel Coulter
 Mary Beth Ray
9/20 Robert Bassett III
 Max George
9/22 Carolyn Gibboney
 Eli Schumaher
 Elmer Stauch Jr.
 Margery Zimmerman
9/23 Maranda Martin
9/24 Brittany Pace
 David Pace

9/24 Michelle Riedel
9/25 Catherine Hartman
 Lora Moore
 Andrea Sweet
 Tracey Weaver
 Madison Yanichko
9/26 Jack Nickoli
9/27 Ronald Eberly
 Debbie Zimmerman
9/28 David Fritzsche
 Rachel Gangestad
 Stephen Miller
 Jocelyn Shuman
9/29 Griffin Todd
9/30 Lori Dychala
 AJ Hockstok
 

DATE   YEARS 
9/17 Nathaniel & Kimberly Haynes 12
9/23 Steven & Julie Young 11
9/25 Laurie & Luke Moore 7
9/26 Stephen & Connie Himes 47
9/27 Becky & Travis Miller 9
9/27 Joe & Shirley Moleno 48

The Coffee Hour in the Loaves and Fishes Cafe is in 
need of volunteers to serve after both services. 

  Coffee hour is a pretty big deal here at Grace.
Lots of folks linger to enjoy fellowship, coffee, and a timbit.

 Help is needed to make it work. 
A sign-up sheet is at the table in the Cafe.
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Rev. William A. Hartfelder, Senior Pastor 
 VM 11         w.hartfelder@grace43081.org 

Rev. Richard O. Walston, Visitation Pastor 
 Cell 614-832-9159   rjwalston@msn.com 

Molly King, Director of Youth and Family Ministries
 Cell 614-581-6675  m.king@grace43081.org

Lora Moore, Director of Music Ministries
 l.moore@grace43081.org

Linda Hoch, Organist  llkgraf102078@earthlink;mnet

Marjie Penn, Administative Assistant
    office@grace43081.org
Helena Zvansky, Business Manager
    h.zvansky@grace43081.org

Kathy Wahlenmaier, Financial Manager
    k.wahlenmaier@grace43081.org

Jocelyn Shuman, Preschool Director
    VM 14  littleblessingspreschool@grace43081.org

2017 Church Council
President......................................................................... Randy Stoll
 Ph. 614-882-2962 ................................  rstoll3@columbus.rr.com
Vice President ............................................................Shirley Moleno
 Ph. 614-906-1126  ............................ shirleymoleno@yahoo.com
 Treasurer ........................................................................ John Hicks
 Ph: 614-264-6317 ......................................  johnmh3@gmail.com
Secretary ..................................................................... Joanne Figge
 Ph. 614-207-1061 .......................................... jcfigge@gmail.com
Senior Pastor .............................................................. Will Hartfelder
 Ph. 614-882-3026 .......................... w.hartfelder@grace43081org
Members at Large:
Vanessa Stewart ............................................ vschpn55@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-588-2712
Lisa Kuhar....................................................... lisakuhar@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-476-4028
Bill Kulju ............................................................. kuljub1@gmail.com
 Ph. 614-937-5974
Jason Montgomery .....................................monty.jason@gmail.com
 Ph.330-806-4818

We are a congregation of the
North American Lutheran Church (NALC)

 The NALC embraces four core values:
Christ Centered, 
Mission Driven,  

Traditionally Grounded and 
Congregationally Focused. 

The NALC is focused on
living out Christ’s Great Commissionto go and make disciples 

in North Americaand around the globe. 

We invite you to learn more
about our congregation and the NALC.

Holy Communion
EVERY Sunday Morning

Two Worship Services: 8:15 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School

for children, youth and adults 9:45 a.m. 
Join us for fellowship and refreshments

after each service.
Vision Statement

We envision Grace to be a welcoming
Christ-centered

community of faith, inviting all, growing in
discipleship, sharing in ministries. 

Mission Statement
Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to 

grow disciples and serve our community.

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
100 E. Schrock Road, Westerville, OH 43081

Office Hours:
Monday thru Thurs. 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. • Friday 9 a.m. to Noon

PH: 614-882-3026    e-mail: office@grace43081.org 
Website: www.grace43081.org

Welcome to our 
Guests

We invite our guests to 
accept a “Guest Bag”  that 
contains  information 
about Grace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Westerville. The guest bags are located at the 
Welcome Center, located just outside the entrance to the sanctuary.  
Ask an usher or any member for assistance.

Grace Lutheran in Westerville has been serving the Westerville Community for more than 107 years. Grace 
supports local ministries such as the Westerville Area Resource Ministry, Westerville Partnership Habitat for 
Humanity, Red Cross Bloodmobile and Westerville CROP Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran Social Services 

programs like Faith Mission and provides weekly meeting space for a Boy Scout Troop and three AA groups.

Grace Staff


