This Week at Grace: Dec. 7-14, 2025

Amazing God-- Amazing Grace-- Amazing Worship!

Dec. 7 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Pr. David Wendel

8:15am Worship Service
9:40 am Christmas Program Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
9:45 am Adult Learning (Fellowship Hall)

11:00 am Worship Service

6:30pm Council/Staff Christmas Gathering
Christmas Poinsettia Order Forms Due TODAY

Team Family “Comfort and Joy” go home

WARM Adopt-A-Family Christmas Gift Cards Due

Last day to place Grace Merchandise by KW Crafted for Christmas

MON 1:00pm Ruth Circle @ Outback Steakhouse on Polaris
TUES 11:00 am A&E putting lights on trees
2:00 pm Senior (Social) Moments @ The Wendel Home
6:30 pm Band of Brothers (Rose Garden 1)
8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
WED. 10:30 am Women'’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
12:15pm Advent Midweek Holy Communion
6:00pm Grace Ringers Rehearsal
7:00pm Advent Holden Evening Prayer
7:30pm Scioto Valley Brass and Percussion Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
7:30pm Grace Singers Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Rose Garden 2 & 3)
THURS 9:15 am BSF (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 pm Ticket purchase deadline for Soup for Shelter
6:30pm Dartball vs. Obetz
7:30 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
FRI. 9:00 am A&E Christmas Decorating Day— All are invited!
5-7pm Soup For Shelter @ Westerville Senior Center (Tickets required)

7-9:15pm Westerville habitat Partnership: Progressive
Christmas Concert @ Uptown Churches

8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
SAT 9:30 am AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
1-4 pm Youth Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
Dec. 14 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Pr. David Wendel
8:15 am Worship Service
9:40 am Christmas Program Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
9:45 am Adult Learning (Fellowship Hall)

11:00am- Christmas Program: "Santa and the True Meaning of Christmas"
4:00 pm- Amazing Grace Concert presents Scioto Valley Brass and
Percussion Company Christmas Concert



Upcoming Events

Dec. 15 1pm Euchre Group

Dec. 17 Mid-Week Advent Service
e 12:15pm-Advent Midweek Holy Communion
e 7:00pm-Advent Holden Evening Prayer

Dec. 22 9am- A&E Poinsettia Set-up
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve: 5pm and 8pm Service
Dec. 25 Christmas Day: 10am Service
— Office Closed—
Dec. 26 — Office Closed—
Jan. 1, 2026 |— Office Closed—
Advent Midweek Worship

Simple, Spoken Holy Communion 12:15 PM
Holden Evening Prayer, Wednesdays Dec. 3, 10, and 17, 7 PM

During Advent, we will offer two midweek opportunities for additional worship.

At 12:15 Wednesdays Dec. 3, 10 and 17, we will offer simple, spoken services of Holy
Communion. These are especially helpful for seniors, those who can’t attend evening services
and those who may miss Sunday worship. Brief homilies will be the same at both Advent
services.

Advent Holden Evening Prayer will also be offered Wednesdays, Dec. 3, 10, and 17, 7 PM.

Homilies for both services will focus on the First or Second Sunday lessons. Appropriately,
Sunday sermons primarily address the Gospel reading. However, especially during the season
of Advent, the first two lessons have important messages as well. In our Advent midweek
services, one of the two other Sunday lessons will be the primary text for the homily.

Work, schedules, commitments, day-to-day difficulties all draw our attention away from the
wonderful mystery which is God with us, in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh to dwell
among us! You are invited to take time for midweek worship in Advent to pause and ponder
this great mystery of our religion, that God became human in and through His only begotten
Son, Jesus, to save us from sin, death and the devil! Each service will be no more than 30

minutes!
Yo e Jnvited. ..

“Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of our religion: He was manifested in the flesh,
vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the world,
taken up in glory!” I Timothy 3:16
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Christmas is a time for community, family and friends! At Christmas, we celebrate the
mystery of our religion, that God was manifested in Jesus to establish a relationship of love
and care with all His children. If you have no church home or have no church community

with whom to gather to celebrate the birth of the baby of Bethlehem, we extend a heartfelt
invitation to join us for Christmas services at Grace!

Christmas Eve, December 24™ 5 PM: Children’s/Family-friendly
Christmas Service with candle-light and carols! We will light candles singing
Silent Night, as the Christmas Gospel is read, proclaiming the birth of Jesus,
the Light of the world! Children will gather during the sermon time to hear
and see a wonderful age-appropriate Christmas book, “The First Christmas!”
Our worship will be heightened by special music and singing!

g Christmas Eve, December 24™, 8 PM: The majesty and mystery of the
Nativity of our Lord will be celebrated with a festive service of Word and
Sacrament with special music, singing, carols and Holy Communion. The
service begins with the chanted Proclamation of the Birth of Christ, from an
ancient martyrology situating the birth of Christ within the history of our
salvation. We will light candles during the singing of Silent Night, as the

E Qj Christmas Gospel is read, proclaiming the birth of Jesus, the Light of the

world! Pastor Wendel will preach the Christmas sermon titled, O Great
Mystery!”

Christmas Day, December 25™, 10 AM: We gather on Christmas Day to

celebrate the Word made flesh to dwell among us! As Christmas Eve finds
us gathered around the stable and manger, witnessing the baby born in
Bethlehem, Christmas morning focuses our attention on the meaning of the

Incarnation—that God became human in Jesus Christ, for us and for our
salvation!

“Come and worship; come and worship! Worship Christ our Newborn King!”
You will be warmly welcomed!

Awesome God-- Awesome Grace-- Awesome Worship!

What would Christmas be without the beautiful holiday decor in our church? The
» __trees, lights, poinsettias, wreaths, and candles set the mood for our worship as
¥4 Wwe celebrate the birth of our Savior. Each year the Art and Environment Team
¥ asks for additional assistance to prepare the worship space. No artistic talent is
# required, just willing hands and hearts. This year the decorating day will be
Friday, December 12, beginning at 9:00. If you can give up an hour or more at

this busy time, it would be much appreciated. Please help us create a festive
environment in which to welcome our Lord Jesus.

Service Recording: The recorded 8:15am service will be available at www.grace43081.org
around 11am.



S\ Loaves and Fishes café is OPEN! Please stop in between services for a drink
Q@ and a snack! There is a sign-up sheet in the café if you are interested in helping.
& Please call Vanessa Stewart with any questions or concerns.

2026 Flower Sign-ups NOW Available: Each Sunday we enjoy seeing flowers on the
bema. It reminds us of the beauty of God's creation. The
e WM ,, arrangement can honor an event, a loved one or give thanks and
‘}e ¥ 1@ 3 ” * - glory to God. Unfortunately the cost of flowers has gone up like
)'\/ORSHIP SPACE many other things. The current cost is $80 a week. To help cover
the cost, we are asking for a minimum donation of $40.00. The
FLOWERS flowers are not the property of the donor, but will be enjoyed by all.
YR ?&@f » <% With care they can last a week or more in the gathering space.
We encourage you to continue this tradition. You may sign up at
the welcome center, on-line through our giving page, or call the office.
There are remaining spots for December 2025 flowers.

" E T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Mugs for Christmas—Oh My! KW Crafted
Solutions is proud to partner with Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church to bring

" you custom apparel for members and events! If you’re ordering to give at
Christmas, place orders no later than Dec. 7. Whether you're new to the
church or a longtime member, we've got something for everyone—t-shirts,
sweatshirts, mugs, and more! Scan the QR code to view church swag or visit the
website https://kwcraftedsolutions.com/pages/grace-evangelical-lutheran-church.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Jon Walton at
kwcraftedsolutions@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN GROWTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Vision Statement: To nurture Youth and Family in Christ through Bible based teaching,
music, activities and community outreac

This Year’s Christmas Program is "Santa and the True Meaning of
Christmas" The program is December 14th during the 11:00 service.

Youth & Family Sunday Morning and Worship Resources
We are excited to support families and help children grow in faith! Here's how we welcome
and care for your family Sunday mornings and during worship:
Nursery Care: For infants through age 6
o Enjoy worship, Adult Learning or fellowship in the Loaves and Fishes
café while your little ones are lovingly cared for.
o Pagers available for parents — we’ll page you if needed.
Busy Bags: Keep little hands busy during the service!
o Age-appropriate books and activities.
o Located on the coat tree by the entrance to the sanctuary.
Children's Bulletins



o Engaging bulletins with activities that follow the lectionary.
o Available at the usher’s table.
Little Lambs Children’s Ministry
o For ages 3 through 3rd grade
Children leave worship after the Gospel reading for a fun, age-appropriate Bible
lesson and return during the offering for Holy Communion.
o Available at both worship services.
Sunday School
oEvery Sunday, 9:40 — 10:30 AM, September 7 — Memorial Day
Weekend
oClasses for Preschool through High School
oAdult class also available
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church is committed to helping young people and families
grow in faith and community. Contact Molly King, m.king@grace43081.org, 614-882-3026

Youth and Family Events: Mark Your Calendar

e Dec. 7 and 14: 9:40am-Christmas Program Rehearsal, Dec. 13, 1-4pm-Dress
Rehearsal

e Dec. 7 - Team Family- “Comfort and Joy” packets go home,

e Dec. 14— 11am: Christmas Program followed by cookie and hot chocolate reception

Team Family PowerPack: “Comfort and Joy” going out to Sunday School families

Dec. 7. Families, We would love to see photos of the fun! Send

Molly King photos of your family working through the activities,

crafts or Connect Cards!

Purpose: To help families grow in their faith and connect with each

other at home through shared, seasonal activities.

Contents: Each PowerPack includes supplies for the family:

e Devotional booklets: Four Bible-based devotions with prayer
prompts to help families find strength and courage.

o Connect Cards: Fun, simple ideas to tie faith into everyday activities like cooking,
shopping, or going outside.

o "Make-a-Masterpiece" craft: A family project, such as assembling a DIY spinner, to
create a meaningful craft.

e Encouragement cards: Tips and advice for adults to help them enjoy family time.

Flexibility: Families can choose to do all the activities or just pick what works for their

schedule. Watch for the next Family PowerPack “Comfort and Joy” going home Dec.

7. Contact: Molly King

Grace Chancel Choir rehearsal is Wednesday at 7:00pm! All are welcome!
Contact Helen Kang.

Grace Ringers Bell Choir rehearsal is Wednesday at 6:15pm. Contact
¥ Maria Laderman.

Joyful Voices Youth Choir rehearsal schedule: contact Helen Kang.



Blble Studies

Adult Education class: “Jeremiah: Finding God in Chaos’’ The adult education class will begin a new
study beginning on October 26. The study of Jeremiah will look at various prophecies in different stages of
the ministry of Jeremiah. This study discusses God'’s presence in disaster, the sovereignty of God, and
trusting the Lord during pain. The study is intended to challenge you to choose between refusing God's
Word or allowing it to change you. Please join us each Sunday at 9:45 in the fellowship hall.

o Band of Brothers: Our Bible study gathering of younger/working men will be Tuesday,
Dec. 9th, 6:30 PM at the church. Study will continue of Tony Dungy's book, “Dare to Be
Uncommon!” All younger/working men of the congregation (and friends!) are invited and
welcome!

o Grace Sisterhood’s next meeting is in January and will begin a new study. Contact:
Melissa Hodek

o Katharine Circle will meet Monday, Jan. 5 at 1 p.m. at church to begin our new study,
"Ambidextrous Christianity." Sound interesting? Come and join us for study and
fellowship! Call Dorothy Crain, 614-264-5304, with questions.

e Men of Grace Bible Study: The Men of Grace Bible Study on Luke will not meet in
December, but will resume Saturday, Jan. 17 th , 8 AM! All men of the church are invited
to this valuable time of friendship, fellowship and God's Word!

e Ruth Circle will meet on Monday, Dec. 8 at Outback Steakhouse on Polaris for lunch at
1pm. If attending please let Charlotte Schaller (614-325-0105) know for the count.

e Wednesday Women's Bible will be studying "Behold the Savior, Treasuring the Story of
Christmas" by Lifeway Women. This study starts Wednesday, December 3rd at 10:30am.
This is a 4 week personal study with guided reflection for the busy Christmas Season.
This study is an invitation to slow down and refocus our hearts on Jesus this Advent
season, Making space to receive the greatest gift of all. Interested contact Molly King.

e Senior (Social) Moment: All seniors are invited for the December Social Moment,
Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2 PM atPastor David and Susan’s home, 6943 Clear Bend Lane,
Delaware! We will have holidayrefreshments, caroling and fellowship! Carpooling is
encouraged! Sign-up at the churchWelcome Desk if you plan to attend!

OUTREACH ANNOUNCEMENTS

* If you didn't get an opportunity to help with the WARM Christmas Adopt-a-Family,
there are more tags on the tree with requests for Amazon gift cards. All gift cards
are due by Sunday, TODAY. Thank you for your generosity!

FIRST FRUITS SUNDAYS Let all that you do be done in love”. (1 Corinthians 16:14) December Most
Needed list: Canned beans, Canned fruit,
Canned meat (chicken, tuna, etc.), Canned

HOLIDAY HOPE veggies (any variety), Cereal, Condiments
(ketchup, mustard, mayo, dressing, etc.),

DRIVE 2 5 Detergent (laundry, dishwasher), Disinfectant
20 wipes, Paper products (TP & paper towels),

and sugar (brown, white). We cannot accept

food that has reached its expiration date. Any
fresh produce, baked goods and dairy products




take directly to Westerville Area Resource Ministry (WARM). Make Checks Payable to: Grace
Lutheran Church, memo notation for WARM. Blessings to all who are making this a part of your
regular tithes and offerings.

“Let Us Pray For You”- From Donna Dettmann: Have you seen the change to the
sanctuary’s Prayer Corner? At the back of our church the Prayer Corner has a new look.
We have “word art” asking you to “Let Us Pray For You”. The Intercessory Prayer Team
has 18 members that will pray for your need for 2 weeks, joining you as you ask God
for your prayer need to be answered.

There’s a red candle to represent the perpetual presence of God’s availability through
prayer.

We have put a small poster on the table, that will be changed each
month, as a reminder about how prayer works in our lives.

To ask for the IPT to partner with you: The “Prayer Chest”, request
forms and pens are still there, to make your need known to the IPT.
Or, use the Grace website - grace43081.org (The link for “Prayer
Request” is found under “More” on the top right-hand side of the first
page.)

Your Intercessory Prayer Team is available to join you in your prayer
need.

HOSPITALITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Those dining with Grace Supper Club last month enjoyed a variety of delicious hamburgers
and wonderful conversation at Bru Burger. Supper Club is taking a hiatus

ISUPPER for the month of December, but look for information in the January

' ’ newsletter or Sunday bulletins for next month’s restaurant location. We

CLUB meet on the third Thursday of the month, so be sure to mark your

calendar. If you have a favorite restaurant that you would like to visit, let us

know. Please join us for an evening of fun and fellowship. Any questions, please see either

Bev Grubb or Tami Stone.

"=, The Euchre group will meet Monday, Dec. 15 at 1:00pm. A sign-up sheet is at
\ the welcome desk. If you sign-up and need to cancel close to the group’s
meeting, please reach out to Lois Rumph or Karen Bale.

The Grace Dartball team: All games are Thursday evenings beginning at 7:30. The team is
looking forward to another fun season. If interested in joining the team, please contact Chris
Banks -cbanks5@gmail.com / 614-203-8429.

DARTBALL Schedule: 2025-26 season

Dec 11 - @ Obetz Jan 15 - @ Rome Feb 19 - @ Grace of God 2
Dec 18 - @ Grace of God Jan 22 - @ Christ Feb 26 - Fishinger Rd CC
Dec 25 - No Games Jan 29 - Grace Mar 5 - Playoff Round 1
Jan 1 - No Games Feb 5 - Bethel

Jan 8 - FBGC 2 Feb 12 - @ Reynoldsburg
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COLUMBUS COLUMBUS RINGS Winter Concert

RINGSJ December 19, 2025 at 7pm

Covenant Presbyterian Church, 2070 Ridgecliff Rd, Columbus, Ohio

FRIDAY 12 DECEMBER

P i\ STERVILLE

SOUP FOR SHELTER PROGRESSIVE { l‘;x}ﬂll% CONCERT
(LIM]'I'K\‘?) L‘?\EMI)E(IEIT(\E')I;IS)\S]?SE DOOR) 7 B QISPM' TICKETS 515

WESTERVILLE SENIOR CENTER

WALK TO THREE UPTOWN WESTERVILLE CHURCHES
550 N CLEVELAND AVE. WESTERVILLE, OH 45082 Gk MITE ESTER YL :

Church of the Master, Church of the Messiah, First Presbyterian Church

Attend one or both events. Tickets can be purchased online by scanning the QR codes.
Confirmation email to be used for entry.

SOUP (Any remaining concert seats will be sold at the door at 6:30pm.) CONCERT
@ : )

v
o

ALL PROCEEDS FROM BOTH EVENTS SUPPORT BUILDING PROJECTS FOR
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF DELAWARE / UNION COUNTIES
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WESTERVILLE SENIOR CENTER
350 N Cleveland Ave, Westerville, OH

FRIDAY DEC. 12™ 5-7pm

ONLINE PRESALE TICKETS ONLY
Sales Closes: Thurs. Dec. 1" @6PM

tinyurl.com/Soup-4-shelter
Only 300 tickets available

S, . Neval

o dsr \ evalyn r -
NORTH / \ g WESCT

HIGH ™ Nevil Chayts RS
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Living Out Our Mission,
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church offers:

Two services of Word and Sacrament every Sunday
Traditional, Faithful, Biblical Worship
A Parish that is Committed to “Inreach™ and “Outreach™
A Strong Sunday School Program
Children and Youth Ministry and Learning Opportunities
In-depth Adult Education/Adult Studies
Vacation Bible School in the summer
Adult Fellowship Activities
Congregational Fellowship Activities
Grace Care Team
Outstanding Music Program for Worship and Outreach,
including Grace Chancel Choir, Grace Youth Choir,
Grace Ringers
“Amazing Grace” Community Concert Series
Advent and Lenten Midweek Evening Praver services
Outreach through Westerville Area Resource Ministry (WARNM)
Founding Congregation of Habitat for Humanity Partnership
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings

And more...
In the name of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit!
Won’t you join us?
- - +
How did vou find us?

Drove by the church, saw the sign

Met a member who invited me

Saw ad in the Columbus Dispatch (online or print?)
Received a mail invitation

Attended an Amazing Grace Concert

Attended an event (VBS, Youth, etc.)

Visited the Grace Lutheran booth at Farmer’s Market
Searched online



Welcome to Grace Evangelical
Lutheran Church!

If you are a visttor, thank you for coming! We
are pleased to have you with us! We area
congregation which seeks to “Worship the
Lord in the beauty of holiness .~ Psalm 96:9.
Our style, our worship environment and
especially our music 1s intended to heighten
our glory and praise, in response to God’s gifts
of grace in Word and Sacrament! If vou have
no church home, we mvite you to become a
member of Grace and to grow with us in faith!

We would appreciate a record of your visit!

Date

Name(s)
Address
Phone

I am a member of Grace Ev. Lutheran Church/will commune today.

T Am a Visitor | 1st Time 2nd Time Regular Visitor)
I am a member of Church
City/State

I am visiting from out-of-town.

I have recently moved to this area from
YES, I WANT TO BECOME A MEMBER OF GRACE CHURCH!
Please include me in e-mail communications. My e-mail address is:

I would like to talk with the pastor.
I would like information about children/youth ministries.

Today in worship, please pray for (Hand this request to usher before the
service):

Other information you would like to share:

All who are baptized, have communed before, and believe that Jesus
Christ is fruly present in the bread and wine of the Lord's Supper, are
welcome fo commune with us today



