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      Welcome to Grace  
 

We give thanks that you have come to Grace to worship in God’s house.  
 

To our guests — We invite you to worship with us often and consider our family of 
faith yours.   
 

Everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin.  Large Print Bulletins and 
Quiet Books (for our very young worshipers) are available from the ushers. 
 

Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system to accommodate hearing 
difficulties.  Please ask the sound technician for a receiver. 
  

Please turn off or silence your personal communication device.  
We also ask that you not bring food or drink into our worship space.   
 

We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). The NALC 
embraces four core values: Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded 
and Congregationally Focused.  The NALC is focused on living out Christ’s Great 
Commission to go and make disciples in North America and around the globe.  We 
invite you to learn more about our congregation and the NALC. 

 

         
 

First Wednesday in Lent 

The Lenten season is one that is somber and reflective as we gather together to recall Jesus ’ final 
acts of ministry and the events that led to his death. We come in humility knowing that our 
sinfulness is no different than any humans that have come before us, but that we ask God to 
forgive us and make us his new creatures in the waters of our baptism.  

 

PRELUDE                          Jeff Daubenmire  
  

 

Please stand to face the Baptismal Font.   
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

L Long ago, in many and various ways, God spoke to our ancestors by the 
 prophets,  

C  But now, in these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son. (Hebrews 1:1-2) 

L Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who with his hand has fulfilled what he 
 promised. (1 Kings 8:15)  

C What God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would 
 suffer, he has thus fulfilled. (Acts 3:18)  

L Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and 
 built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
 thanksgiving. (Colossians 2:6-7) 

C Glory to the Father, and to the Son ☩ , and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                    "Softly and Tenderly"  
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Please be seated. 
 
FIRST READING:   Luke 22: 47-53 
 
47While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of 
the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; 48but Jesus said to him, 
"Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?" 49When those who were 
around him saw what was coming, they asked, "Lord, should we strike with the 
sword?" 50Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right 
ear. 51But Jesus said, "No more of this!" And he touched his ear and healed him. 52Then 
Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders who had 
come for him, "Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? 53When I 
was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your 
hour, and the power of darkness!"  
 
L The word of the Lord.       

C Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING:    John 18: 1-12 

 
1After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron 
valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2Now 
Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his 
disciples. 

3
So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief 

priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and 
weapons. 4Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked 
them, "Whom are you looking for?" 5They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I 
am he." Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6When Jesus said to them, "I 
am he," they stepped back and fell to the ground. 7Again he asked them, "Whom are you 
looking for?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." 8Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he. 
So if you are looking for me, let these men go." 9This was to fulfill the word that he had 
spoken, "I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me." 10Then Simon Peter, 
who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear. The 
slave's name was Malchus. 11Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath. Am 
I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?" 
12So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him.  
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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OPENING DIALOGUE: Psalm 63: 1-8 
 
L O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; 
C my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, 
L as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.  
C So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power   
 and glory. 
L Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 
C So I will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my   
 hands. 
L My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food,  
C and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips, when I remember you   
 upon my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the night; 
L  for you have been my help, 
C  and in the shadow of your wings I will sing for joy. 
L  My soul clings to you; 
C  your right hand upholds me. 
 
MONOLOGUE BY MALCHUS, SERVANT                 Jim Caldwell  
  
Please stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY               “Beautiful Savior” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

A We confess our Christian faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

A Let us pray.  Almighty Lord,  
C let us be ones who seek you in faith that your light and life would fill   
 us with peace, joy, and hearts to serve others. Grant that our words   
 and actions would give glory to your holy name so that those who do  
 not know Jesus would hear his name and respond to his call on their  
 lives. Let us not respond to our enemies with harsh words or violence,  
 but rather reply in love as Jesus did. You alone can form and shape   
 our lives for your divine purposes. All this we pray in Jesus’ holy   
 name. Amen 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
  

P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father,  

   who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,      
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ grant you peace.  
C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   “Take My Life, That I May Be” 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God!    

 

POSTLUDE                      Jeff Daubenmire 
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NEXT WEEK:   Nicodemus-Leader 
OFFERING: During mid-week Lenten services a basket will be placed by the baptismal 

font for offering. 
                

The Season of Lent at Grace – 2023 
 

Come join us for the Wednesday evening services during Lent.  
A light meal will be served starting at 6:00 pm and the service starts at 7:00 pm.  

This year we are doing a Monologue series titled “Telling Their Stories, Encounters with 
Jesus” by the Rev. Mark Braaten. These monologues focus on the cross. Each are 

written from the perspectives of a biblical character who participated in the Passion of our 
Lord.  

The suppers’ freewill offering will support our Vacation Bible School.  
 

Lenten Journey Schedule 
Light Meals at 6 PM, Worship at 7 PM 

 
 March 8  –  Nicodemus-Leader, played by Larry Schaller  
 March 15 – Pilate-Governor, played by Larry Seifert 
 March 22 – Judas-Disciple, played by Tom Gurgiolo  
 March 29 – The Centurion Soldier, played by Jon Brill  
 

Holy Week Schedule 
  
 April 2  – Palm Sunday, 8:30am and 11:00am 
 April 6  – Maundy Thursday, 7pm 
 April 7  – Good Friday, 7pm 
 April 9  – Easter, 8:30am and 11:00am (9:30am Easter Breakfast) 

 
                

 
The 2023 Lenten Devotional, "Loved and Freed," is now available from the North 
American Lutheran Church! As we enter the ancient season of Lent, we are invited to 
walk with Jesus through His journey of sacrifice and triumph, from His baptism to His 
crucifixion and finally to His resurrection on Easter Sunday, where we find ultimate love 
and freedom. 

 
40 DAYS, 40 ITEMS LENTEN PROJECT: Wednesday, February 22 is the first day of Lent - a 40-
day period leading up to Easter. During this time, many choose to give something up or do 
something extra. This year, we challenge you to join us in doing both. THE CHALLENGE: Every 
day, find one item in your home that you don't need and put it in this bag. As you do this, take a 
few minutes to reflect and count your blessings. The Sunday after Easter, April 16-23, bring the 
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bag to Grace and feel good knowing that your unwanted items will help fund life-changing programs 
that serve those in need. Please keep bags to 40 items. Bags will be donated to Common Ground Free 
Store. 
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Hymns:  
“Take My Life, That I May Be”. Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt. Music: William H. 
Havergal, 1793- 1870. Public Domain. 
    
“Beautiful Savior”. Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904. Music: 
Silesian folk tune, 19th cent. 
 
“Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is  Calling”  Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909. Music: Will L. 
Thompson. Text and Music: Public Domain. 
 

100 East Schrock Road, Westerville, Ohio 43081 
Phone: (614)  882-3026  
E-mail: office@grace43081.org 
Website:  www.grace43081.org 
http://www.facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm, Fri 9am-Noon 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church has been serving the Westerville community for more than 108 years, 
supporting local ministries such as the Westerville Area Resource Ministry, Westerville Partnership Habitat for 
Humanity, and Westerville CROP Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran Social Services programs like Faith Mis-
sion and provides weekly meeting space for Boy Scout Troop 007 and four AA groups. 
 

Vision Statement:   We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered community of faith, inviting all,  
       growing in discipleship, sharing in ministries. 
 

Mission Statement:   Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to grow disciples and serve our  
         community. 


