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   Welcome to Grace  
 

We give thanks that you have come to Grace to worship in God’s house.  
 
To our guests — We invite you to worship with us often and consider our family of 
faith yours.   
 
Everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin.  Large Print Bulletins and 
Quiet Books (for our very young worshipers) are available from the ushers. 
 
Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system to accommodate hearing 
difficulties.  Please ask the sound technician for a receiver. 
  
Please turn off or silence your personal communication device.  
We also ask that you not bring food or drink into our worship space.   
 
We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). The NALC 
embraces four core values: Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded 
and Congregationally Focused.  The NALC is focused on living out Christ’s Great 
Commission to go and make disciples in North America and around the globe.  We 
invite you to learn more about our congregation and the NALC. 

 

         
 

Second Sunday in Lent 
 
Our God is faithful and his promises are trustworthy and true. In return for his abiding love, 
He calls us to faithfulness to him. Abram was called away from home to start life anew 
under the protection of God. His faithful obedience to the Lord is lifted up as an example by 
St. Paul thousands of years later as the apostle teaches the church in Rome to rely on God, 
who will lead them in all of his ways.  
 
PRELUDE               Linda Hoch 
 "Prelude on Foundation" - arr. Sam Batt Owens 
 "I Want Jesus to Walk with Me" - arr. Raymond Henry 
 
Parish Concerns 
  
Please stand as you are able and face the Baptismal Font. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 
 
 P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,            
  and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you    
  and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 C Amen. 
 
 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth               
  is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just     
  will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
     Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  
 P Merciful Father, 
 C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot  
  free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 
  word and deed, by what we have done 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may              
  delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
 P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
  for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained     
  minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore           
  declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,                                                      

  in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                     "Lift High the Cross"  
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The Gathering  
GREETING         
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C And also with you! 
 

KYRIE    
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 P Let us pray.  
 C Holy One, through the Sacrament of Baptism you bring us into your  
  kingdom and grant us eternal life for the sake of your Son, Jesus. Keep 
  us faithful to your holy will, trusting in your promises of salvation and 
  new life for your whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

The Word 
 

FIRST READING:    Genesis 12:1-4a 
 
1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” 
 4aSo Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.  
 

 L The word of the Lord.       
 C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 121 

 
Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Psalm 
Tone 
 
L I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
  from where is my | help to come? 
C 2My help comes | from the LORD, 
  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
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L 3The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 
C 4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;   Refrain 
L 5the LORD watches | over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 
C 6the sun will not strike | you by day, 
  nor the | moon by night. 
L 7The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 
  and will | keep your life. 
C 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
  from this time forth for- | evermore.   Refrain 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 
flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not 
before God. 3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 
reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as 
a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the 
ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For 
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 
be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I 
have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.  
 
  L The word of the Lord. 
 C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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HOLY GOSPEL     John 3:1-17 
 

In an exchange with Nicodemus, who was a Pharisee and ruler of the Jews, Jesus 
explained that one must be born of water and the Spirit in order to see the kingdom of 
God. Jesus declared that his God-given mission of being sent into the world was not to 
condemn the world, but rather that all might be saved.  
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 
 
 
 
 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus 
by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus 
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown 
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus 
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born 
of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are 
you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; 
yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do 
not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has 
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 
Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.”  
 

  P The gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 

MESSAGE                  Pastor Matt Cox 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                "I Want Jesus to Walk with Me"  
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APOSTLES’  CREED 
 

A We confess our Christian faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

 C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

 A Let us pray in the name of Jesus, to our heavenly Father for the Church,  
  the world and one another.  
  A brief silence 
After each petition: 
 

 A  Lord, in your mercy, 
 C Hear our prayer.  
 

 A Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in  
  your mercy; through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 
 

PEACE           
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 C And also with you. 

 

          You may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
              and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

Please be seated.  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                           
8:30  "Nearer, Blessed Savior" - arr. Richard A. Nichols     Grace Singers Chancel Choir 
11:00 "How deep the Father's love for us" - Stuart Townend Pastor Matt Cox - vocal solo 
 
Please stand. 
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PREFACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 P It is indeed right and salutary . . . The Presider continues with the preface, 
  concluding:...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  

 P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread,  
  gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples and said, “Take, eat, 
  this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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  In the same way he also took the cup after supper, gave thanks,  
  and gave it to them, and said, “Take and drink it all of you.  
  This cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is poured out for you 
  for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it,  
  in remembrance of me.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER        
 

P Together we pray. 
C Our Father,  
    who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,      
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated.  
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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All are welcome to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood who are baptized in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified 

and risen, is truly present in and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life 
and salvation. 

Children who do not commune are invited forward to receive a blessing.   
You may receive the Communion Wine by taking a communion glass from the tray  

as it is offered to you.  
As always, the common cup is offered for those who desire to use it, everyone is also 

welcome to use the individual cups. If you desire the common cup, please point to it as 
the individual cups pass by you.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the communion tray.  
After you have received, please place the empty communion glass in the basket 

provided 
(Gluten-free hosts are available by telling the person giving the host) 

 
COMMUNION MUSIC                         Martha Crist - piano; Linda Hoch - organ  
"Beneath the Cross of Jesus" - arr. David Paxton 
 
After communion is finished, please stand. 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 C Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through  
  the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you  
  would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent  
  love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 C Amen.  
 

 The Sending 
BLESSING  
        

 P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ grant you peace.  
 C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                "How Firm a Foundation"  

DISMISSAL 
 

 Children Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 C  Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                   Linda Hoch 
 "Toccata on Lift High the Cross" - arr. Jeffrey Honore  
 
Offering: A basket will be placed by the baptismal font for offering. Offerings can be 
placed in the basket before or after the service.  
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Flowers are given by… 
Chris and Linda Hoch in celebration of Maggie’s 9th birthday. 
Lisa Kuhar in celebration of granddaughter Emily’s 18th birthday. 
 
Remember in our prayers… Call Committee, future senior pastor, Karen Vann, Rudy 

and Dot Kolberg, Carol Russell, Bob Bower, Stephanie Foos, Barbara Muller, 
Shawn Turnbull, Mary Ross, Will Stoll, Clarence Clapham, Janice Hardick, Joan 
Hassler 

 

                
 
 

Notes & News 
 

WELCOME, GUESTS!     We welcome you as our guest in our church home and invite 
you to continue to worship with us. We invite guests to take a 
welcome bag at the Welcome Desk to learn more about Grace and 
sign the Pew Pad to let us know you were worshipping with us today.  

 
Service Recording: The recorded 8:30am service will be available at 
www.grace43081.org around 11am. 
 
NURSERY is open! The Nursery is open Sunday mornings during both services and the 

Sunday School hour. Trained, professional sitters are present every 
week to care for your children, ages 6 and younger. Questions? Molly 
King, 614-882-3026 or m.king@grace43081.org 
 

At the back of the church, on the table as you leave is a book by Eric 
Metaxas, “Letter to the American Church.” These books have been 
donated by a member who hopes you will read the book and pass it along to 
someone you care about. Please take one per family and enjoy! 

Grace Supper Club: In spite of the rainy weather, Grace Supper Club had a 
wonderful evening at Cap City Diner last month.  For March, we have a 
reservation at Matt the Miller’s Tavern on Thursday, March 16 at 6:30 
pm.  Matt the Miller’s Tavern is located at 1436 Gemini Place, Columbus 
43240. A sign up sheet is at the Welcome Center Desk. EVERYONE 

WELCOME! Please join us for an evening of fun and fellowship. Any questions, please 
see either Bev Grubb or Tami Stone. 
 
The Call Committee Update: The Call Committee has completed its work on the 

Congregational Profile, and we are truly excited at how it turned out! The 
profile was published with the NALC during the last full week of January, and 
prospective pastors from all over the nation can now freely read about the 
incredible spiritual community that is Grace Lutheran Church in Westerville. 
The profile’s introductory paragraph has been posted on the Call Process 
Checklist, which is located in the fellowship area at the front of the church, and 
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members of the congregation are   free to read it at any time. This paragraph is the first 
thing that prospective pastors will see before gaining access to the full profile, and we 
are prayerful that it will inspire interest in our community.  
  We ask God for patience during this time, and we respectfully request your continued 
prayers – both for the Call Committee and for the future pastor of Grace Lutheran 
Church. We ask that God guide him or her to us, and that He grant us the wisdom and 
understanding to welcome that person with open arms into our church family.  Call 
Committee Members:  Karen Bale,  Chris Hoch, Regina Place, Gregg Rearick, Abby 
Reynolds, Vanessa Stewart 
 
Flowers for 2023: Flowers at Grace can honor a special event, remember a loved one 

or simply give glory to God. You may sign up at the welcome center, on-line or 
call the office. The actual cost of flowers has increased to $75.00 a Sunday. 
The suggested donation will now be $30. Since that does not cover the cost, 
this donation is not to purchase flowers for your own, 
but contribute for the enjoyment of all. After the 
service, the arrangement is moved to the welcome 

center for the following week to enhance our space even longer.  
 

The 2023 Lenten Devotional, "Loved and Freed," is now 
available from the North American Lutheran Church! As we 
enter the ancient season of Lent, we are invited to walk with 
Jesus through His journey of sacrifice and triumph, from His 
baptism to His crucifixion and finally to His resurrection on Easter 
Sunday, where we find ultimate love and freedom. 

 

REACHING OUT TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY  
                

  

 
Westerville Habitat Partnership: Save the DATE: You are invited to join us for the 

2023 wall build at Otterbein University's The Point on Saturday, 
August 19.  The build is in the morning, beginning at 7 a.m. and is 
usually wrapped up by Noon. Sign-up information will be posted as the 
event gets closer, but mark your calendars now.  

 

Jim Caldwell Headed back to Prison- Delivering the Gospel with Cookies 
In March, Jim Caldwell will again be volunteering on a Kairos Prison 
Ministry weekend at North Central Correctional Complex in Marion, Ohio. 
The purpose of the weekend is to deliver the gospel message to the 
residents of that prison. During the weekend the volunteers take in 8,500 
dozen homemade cookies. Jim is tasked in bringing in 200 dozen. Last 

September, the talented bakers of Grace met the 200 dozen cookie goal and we are 
confident this round will be the same.  
Instructions for preparing the cookies are at the Welcome Desk. 
Please turn in cookies by Thursday, March 9, 2023.  
You can drop them off in the church kitchen or Jim can pick them up 
from you. If you have any questions, you can reach Jim at 614-361-
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6631 or JTCFMS@aol.com. Thank you very much for supporting Kairos Prison Ministry. 
God Bless you for your service to this ministry! 
 

FIRST FRUITS SUNDAYS    Let all that you do be done in love”.  (1 Corinthians 16:14) 
Grocery List: Applesauce, Jars; Beans, Dry - All Varieties; 
Body Lotion; Coffee: Regular and/or Decaf; Conditioner; 
Deodorant; Dish Soap; Dishwasher Detergent; Fabric 
Softener; Helper Meals - Various; Juices - Apple, Cranberry, 

Grape, Orange, Pineapple, Tomato; Laundry Detergent; Mandarin Oranges; Mixed Fruit 
Cocktail; Pears, canned; Pineapple, canned; Raisins; Soft Soap; Spinach, canned; Vinegar; 
Beef Broth; Beets, canned; Body Wash; Honey; Hot Dog Sauce; Manwich; Mushrooms, 
canned; Salad Dressing - Creamy; Salt/Pepper; and Sugar Free Jello. Empty (used, in 
good condition) egg cartons and plastic shopping bags are needed as well. 

We cannot accept food that has reached its expiration date. Any fresh produce, baked 
goods and dairy products take directly to WARM.  Make Checks Payable to: Grace 

Lutheran Church, memo notation for WARM. Blessings to all who are making this a part of 
your regular tithes and offerings. 

 
Meijer Simply Give - with the need for groceries at WARM bigger than ever, you can make 

a difference in what inventory we have to offer clients by 
participating in this program at the Westerville Meijer. 
Customers are encouraged to purchase $10 Simply 
Give donation cards, which are converted into Meijer food-only 
gift cards and given to WARM. The Simply Give program 

allows food pantries the opportunity to choose the grocery items best suited for the families 
they serve. WARM benefits from this program now through March at the Westerville Meijer 
on Polaris, with special double points days on March 4th and 25th. 
 
The next Red Cross Blood Drive at Grace is Tuesday, March 7, 2023 - 12 noon to 6 

pm. The American Red Cross urges people to share their good health by 
giving blood during March, which is Red Cross Month. Their donor incentives 
are as follows: All who come to give blood in March will receive a $10 Visa® 
Prepaid Card by email! Plus, they’ll be automatically entered for a chance to 

win a $3,000 Visa Prepaid Card to help with gas or grocery expenses. There will be five 
lucky winners. (national incentive) All presenting donors between March 1-31 will be 
entered to WIN Ohio Resorts and Lodges Free Weekend Get-A-Way to any of the 9 Ohio 
Resorts! (regional incentive) You can schedule an appointment by contacting the Red 
Cross at RedCrossBlood.org and use our sponsor code: GraceLuthWesterville or call 1-800
-Red Cross. Questions? Contact Vanessa Stewart at 614-588-2712 or vschpn55@ 
gmail.com 

YOUTH & FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
        

 

Vision Statement: To nurture Youth and Family in Christ through Bible based teaching, 
music, activities and community outreach. 
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OWL Ministry: Don’t forget to check the OWL cart when you are here on 
Sunday.  

 
Connect Youth Group will be meeting every other month on the third 
Sunday. We will meet Sunday, March 19th and go to Glow Putt 
miniature golf course in Gahanna. Glow Putt is a glow-in-the dark safari 
themed indoor mini golf course. Connect Youth Group is for 5th grade 
through High School. More details to come!  
 
 
 

40 DAYS, 40 ITEMS LENTEN PROJECT: Wednesday, February 22 is the first day of Lent - a 40-
day period leading up to Easter. During this time, many choose to give something up or 
do something extra. This year, we challenge you to join us in doing both. THE 
CHALLENGE: Every day, find one item in your home that you don't need and put it in 
this bag. As you do this, take a few minutes to reflect and count your blessings. The 
Sunday after Easter, April 16-23, bring the bag to Grace and feel good knowing that 
your unwanted items will help fund life-changing programs that serve those in need. 
Please keep bags to 40 items. Bags will be donated to Common Ground Free Store. 

 

TEACHING THE FAITH… ENCOURAGING DISCIPLESHIP 
                

 

Aspire is a one-night women’s event full 
of laughter, 

learning, stories & music with 3 ladies 
taking the stage: 

1 Bible Teacher – 1 Comedian – 1 Musician. 
Join us for an amazing girl’s night out!  

They are coming to Grace Friday, April 21st! The event is from 7:00pm to 10:00pm. 
March 17th tickets will go on sale. $25 for General Admission and $35 for VIP 

tickets. Cash or check when purchasing tickets for the event.  
Author and Bible Teacher- Mary Shannon 

Comedy by Kristin Weber 
Music by Leanna Crawford 

Any questions or interested in volunteering contact Molly King 
(m.king@grace43081.org). Aspire Women’s Events website: https://

aspirewomensevents.com/ 
 

Adult Learning Opportunity – That the World May Know, Volume 9, entitled; Fire on 
the Mountain, will begin on March 5. We will meet in the fellowship hall 
during the Sunday School hour. This volume continues our study of the 
Exodus. When the Israelites left Egypt, they were finally free. Free from 
persecution, free from oppression and free to worship their own God. But 
with that freedom comes a new challenge, learning how to live together 
the way God intends. Discover how God teaches the Israelites what it 

means to be part of a community that loves him and the lessons we can begin to live out in 
our lives today.  
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Join us each Sunday 9:45am in the fellowship hall for the next installment of That the World 
May Know!  
 

The Women’s Bible Study has begun  a new study on 1st and 2nd Timothy and Titus. 
Deteriorating values. Competing religions. Weakening morality. Do you feel sometimes that 
the world presents you with more problems than you can handle? Timothy and Titus faced 
all of these tough issues as young church leaders. But Paul encouraged them to put aside 
timidity and insecurity, and to find strength in Christ. The Women's Bible Study meets 
Wednesday at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Katharine Circle will meet Tuesday, March 6 at 1 p.m.  Our study is Session 7 - “The Fruit 
of the Holy Spirit”. Shirley Moleno is the leader this month. Please Join us.  Questions - 
contact Dorothy Crain at dorcrain@gmail.com.  
Ruth Circle will meet on Monday, March 13th at 1:00 in Rose Garden Room #1.  Dorotha 
Fuhrman will lead the discussion on Lesson 3, “I Am the Light,” (discovering who Jesus is).  
Twyla Ridder will serve light refreshments.  Please join us. 
 
Men of Grace: On March 18th at 8:00 a.m. MOG will continue our study of Judges with 

session 5.  The book of Judges cracks a window into depths of the human 
soul. We are watching a nation struggle with its identity and relationship to 
its God. Heroes and heroines arise, who seem to have the potential to save 
Israel. But in the end, each proves to be a broken savior that cannot deliver. 
All men, high school age and above, are welcome. Join us on March 18th 
for breakfast, fellowship and study. 

 

NEW EVENING BIBLE STUDY GROUP NOW BEING ORGANIZED- Ladies of Grace- I 
am so excited, because I am in the beginning stages of launching a Women’s 
Group that will meet one evening a month, here at church.  I was thinking that a 
Tuesday or Thursday evening would work best, as it would avoid choir and any 
Wednesday church services that may be scheduled.  It will be both a bible study 

and a social group during the time of the meeting with some fun activities thrown in to keep 
things a little interesting.      If you would be interested in participating in such a group, 
please either sign-up at the desk out front or contact me; Denise Reynard, at 
denise.reynard@rocketmail.com. If you email me, please leave me your name, telephone 
number, and what evening, Tuesday or Thursday, would work best for you.  
 

MUSIC MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
                

 
 

Grace Singers Chancel Choir Rehearsal are Wednesdays beginning at 
around 7:30 PM after mid-week Lenten services in the sanctuary. Contact Jeff 
Daubenmire, Director of Music Ministries.   
 

Grace Ringers Bell Choir meets on Wednesday for rehearsals from 6:00– 
6:45 PM during Lent in the sanctuary. Contact Maria Laderman.  

 

Youth Choir: We welcome grades 1-8 and hope you will also consider having them 
participate in Sunday School immediately following rehearsal. The group will sing every few 
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weeks for the 11:00 service. This is a meaningful musical experience for young people and 
we hope you consider supporting your children in this effort. Join us for rehearsals, Sunday 
at 9:30am. If you have any questions, contact Jeff Daubenmire.  
 

MUSIC NOTES 
                

 
 

“Prelude on Foundation” – arr. Sam Batt Owens 
FOUNDATION is the tune for the hymn “How Firm a Foundation”.  The words for this hymn first 
appeared in Dr. John Rippon’s A Selection of Hymns from the Best Authors (1787) under the title 
“Exceeding Great and Precious Promises.”  The authorship was ascribed merely to “K”.  It is thought 
that the author was Richard Keen, precentor in the church pastored by Dr. Rippon, and composer of 
the tune FOUNDATION to which the words were originally set.  There are many scriptural references:  
Isaiah 43:1-5, 12; II Timothy 2:19, and Hebrews 13:5.   
“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” – arr. Raymond Henry 
Though the source of this American folk hymn is unknown, it is probably one of the “white spirituals” 
which thrived for more than two hundred years in the rural Appalachian culture.  Unlike black 
spirituals, this music has no refrain.  The tune may have been adapted from an English folk tune 
brought to these shores by the early settlers.   
 
“Nearer, Blessed Savior” – arr. Richard Nichols 
Fanny J. Crosby wrote the words for this hymn while visiting in the home of her musical collaborator, 
William H. Doane.  They had been discussing the nearness of God.  The words were written that 
same evening and entitled “Draw Me Nearer,” based on Hebrews 10:22.  This choral arrangement 
uses an alternative tune for the words but later returns to the original tune by Doane.   
 
“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” – arr. Stuart Townend 
The text for this piece by Stuart Townend (b. 1963) contains many scriptural references (Psalm 22:1; 
Matthew 20:28, 27:46; Mark 10:45, 15:34; Luke 23:35; John 3:16, 19:30; Galatians 6:14; 1 Timothy 
2:6; Hebrews 2:10; and 1 Peter 2:24).  According to Townend, “I’d been meditating on the cross, and 
in particular what it cost the Father to give up his beloved Son to a tortuous death on a cross.  And 
what was my part in it?  Not only was it my sin that put him there, but if I’d lived at that time, it 
probably would have been me in that crowd, shouting with everyone else ‘crucify him’.  It just makes 
his sacrifice all the more personal, all the more amazing, and all the more humbling.” 
 
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” – arr. David Paxton 
The text for this hymn is a part of a poem published anonymously in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1872 in 
Family Treasury, a Scottish Presbyterian magazine.  The editor added a comment that the hymn 
expressed “the experience, hopes and longings of a young lady lately released.”  The reference was 
to Miss Elizabeth C. Clephane (1830-1869), who had died three years earlier at the age of 39.  The 
tune ST. CHRISTOPHER was composed by Frederick C. Maker for this hymn, and it first appeared in 
the supplement to the Bristol Tune Book (1881). The tune was presumably named for a third century 
martyr.   
 
“Toccata on Lift High the Cross” – arr. Jeffrey Honoré 
This hymn by George William Kitchen (1827-1912) is related to “Onward, Christian Soldiers” and “For 
all the saints” in its symbolism of marching in the ranks of soldiers of the crucified.  It is the Crucified 
Christ and his cross which we follow, and his love we proclaim to the world. 
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Do you shop at Kroger? If you do and haven’t already, please enroll in the Kroger 
Community Rewards Program and choose Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church (org. 

#: PV731) as your non-profit organization. It’s a Win-Win for everyone! Of your 
Kroger purchases 0.5% will be credited to Grace! It adds up quick and is easy to 
do. If you are already signed up, you no longer need to re-enroll. Enroll at: 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com. From November 2022-January 2023, 43 
households linked their rewards to Grace and a donation of $241.93 was 

received. 
 

Scan to Simply Give  

This QR code connects you to the mobile version of Grace’s online giving page to 
give you a quick and easy way to access our webpage without having to type out 
a long web address. Through this link, you can create a one-time or on-going 
donation and to specify where you want your gift to be applied. The Simply 
Giving® Program (endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union) is an automated 
stewardship program that helps members give generously. Scan to Simply Give 
today. 
 
 

Financial Update: If you would like a copy of the full monthly Treasurer’s 
report as presented to Council, please reach out to the Treasurer, Melissa Hodek, at 
melissa.hodek@gmail.com and it will be emailed to you.  
 

Weekly Worship Attendance: 
First Sunday in Lent: 8:30am: 49, 11:00am:154, Total: 203 
 

 

The Season of Lent at Grace – 2023 
 

Come join us for the Wednesday evening services during Lent.  
There will be a light meal starting at 6:00 pm and the service starts at 

7:00 pm.  
This year we are doing a Monologue series titled “Telling Their Stories, 
Encounters with Jesus” by the Rev. Mark Braaten. These monologues 
focus on the cross. Each are written from the perspectives of a biblical 

character who participated in the Passion of our Lord.  
The suppers’ freewill offering will support our Vacation Bible School.  

 
Lenten Journey Schedule 

Light Meals at 6 PM, Worship at 7 PM 
 March 8  –  Nicodemus-Leader, played by Larry Schaller  
 March 15 – Pilate-Governor, played by Larry Seifert 
 March 22 – Judas-Disciple, played by Tom Gurgiolo  
 March 29 – The Centurion Soldier, played by Jon Brill  
 

mailto:melissa.hodek@gmail.com
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Holy Week Schedule 
 April 2  – Palm Sunday, 8:30am and 11:00am 
 April 6 

 
– Maundy Thursday, 7pm 

 April 7  – Good Friday, 7pm 
 April 9  – Easter, 8:30am and 11:00am (9:30am Easter Breakfast) 
 

Serving Today 
 

OFFICIATING/  Pastor Matt Cox 
PREACHER 
 
ASSISTING MINISTER Molly King, Commissioned Lay Minister 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC Jeff Daubenmire 
 
ORGANIST     Linda Hoch 
 
SACRISTAN   Fred Pfanz 
 
CANTOR   Heather Bush 
 
LECTOR   8:30 Vanessa Stewart 11:00 Jon Brill 
 
COMMUNION   8:30 Vanessa Stewart 11:00 John Westenhaver 
ASSISTANT  
 
ACOLYTE   8:30 Benny Hoch  11:00 Kathryn Shinabargar  
 
GREETER   8:30 Bonnie Sawyer 
    11:00 Shirley Hodek 
 
USHERS   8:30 Paul Whitacre, Bob Ayers, Ted Ray, Jim Caldwell 
    11:00 Tom Moser, Mike King, Andy Laderman 
 
ALTAR GUILD Team 4 Vanessa Stewart, Marge Cepek, Kristi George,  
    Nancy Kleberg, Barb Moser, Tom Moser, JoAnn Slemmer 
 
SOUND TECHNICIANS Chris Banks, Dan George, Paul Grant, Eric Bush 
 
NUSERY ATTENDANTS Petria Clarke, Alma Lovins 
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This Week at Grace:  March 5-12, 2023 

           
 

  

March 5 Second Sunday in Lent 
 Pr. Matt Cox 
 8:30 am Worship Service 
 9:30 am Youth Choir Rehearsal 
 9:45 am Adult Learning and Sunday School 
 11:00 am Worship Service  
 12:30 pm Fresh Eyes Meeting 
  

MON       9:45 am SLAM Stroller Fitness (Fellowship Hall) 
 1:00 pm Katharine Circle 
 

TUES       9:45 am SLAM Stroller Fitness (Fellowship Hall) 
 12:00 pm Blood Drive (Gathering Space and Café) 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
  

WED. Second Wednesday in Lent 
 Pr. Matt Cox 
 10:30 am  Women’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
 6:00 pm  Grace Ringers Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 6:00 pm Soup Supper 
 7:00 pm Worship Service 
 7:30 pm Grace Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
 

THURS   9:45 am SLAM Stroller Fitness (Fellowship Hall) 
 7:00 pm Boy Scouts  
       

FRI.    6:00 pm Safety and Security Training (Youth Room and Sanctuary) 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
   

SAT 9:30 am AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
 8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
   

March 12 Second Sunday in Lent 
 Pr. Matt Cox 
 8:30 am Worship Service 
 9:30 am Youth Choir Rehearsal 
 9:45 am Adult Learning and Sunday School 
 11:00 am Worship Service  
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100 East Schrock Road, Westerville, Ohio 43081 
Phone: (614)  882-3026  
E-mail: office@grace43081.org 
Website:  www.grace43081.org 
http://www.facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm, Fri 9am-Noon 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church has been serving the Westerville community for more than 108 years, 
supporting local ministries such as the Westerville Area Resource Ministry, Westerville Partnership Habitat for 
Humanity, and Westerville CROP Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran Social Services programs like Faith Mis-
sion and provides weekly meeting space for Boy Scout Troop 007 and four AA groups. 
 

Vision Statement:   We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered community of faith, inviting all,  
       growing in discipleship, sharing in ministries. 
 

Mission Statement:   Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to grow disciples and serve our  
         community. 
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