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   Welcome to Grace  
 

We give thanks that you have come to Grace to worship in Godôs house.  
 
To our guests ð We invite you to worship with us often and consider our family of 
faith yours.   
 
Everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin.  Large Print Bulletins and 
Quiet Books (for our very young worshipers) are available from the ushers. 
 
Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system to accommodate hearing 
difficulties.  Please ask the sound technician for a receiver. 
  
Please turn off or silence your personal communication device.  
We also ask that you not bring food or drink into our worship space.   
 
We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). The NALC 
embraces four core values: Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded 
and Congregationally Focused.  The NALC is focused on living out Christôs Great 
Commission to go and make disciples in North America and around the globe.  We 
invite you to learn more about our congregation and the NALC. 

 

         
 

{ŜŎƻƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛƴ [Ŝƴǘ 
 
Our God is faithful and his promises are trustworthy and true. In return for his abiding love, 
He calls us to faithfulness to him. Abram was called away from home to start life anew 
under the protection of God. His faithful obedience to the Lord is lifted up as an example by 
St. Paul thousands of years later as the apostle teaches the church in Rome to rely on God, 
who will lead them in all of his ways.  
 
PRELUDE               Linda Hoch 
 "Prelude on Foundation" - arr. Sam Batt Owens 
 "I Want Jesus to Walk with Me" - arr. Raymond Henry 
 
Parish Concerns 
  
Please stand as you are able and face the Baptismal Font. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P In the name of the Father and of the ᵸ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 
 
 P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,            
  and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you    
  and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 C Amen. 
 
 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth               
  is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just     
  will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
     Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  
 P Merciful Father, 
 C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot  
  free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 
  word and deed, by what we have done 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may              
  delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
 P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
  for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained     
  minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore           
  declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,                                                      

  in the name of the Father, and of the  нSon, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                     "Lift High the Cross"  
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The Gathering  
GREETING         
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C And also with you! 
 

KYRIE    
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 P Let us pray.  
 C Holy One, through the Sacrament of Baptism you bring us into your  
  kingdom and grant us eternal life for the sake of your Son, Jesus. Keep 
  us faithful to your holy will, trusting in your promises of salvation and 
  new life for your whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

The Word 
 

FIRST READING:    Genesis 12:1-4a 
 
1The Lord said to Abram, ñGo from your country and your kindred and your fatherôs house 
to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.ò 
 4aSo Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.  
 

 L The word of the Lord.       
 C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 121 

 
Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Psalm 
Tone 
 
L I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
  from where is my | help to come? 
C 2My help comes | from the LORD, 
  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
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L 3The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 
C 4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;   Refrain 
L 5the LORD watches | over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 
C 6the sun will not strike | you by day, 
  nor the | moon by night. 
L 7The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 
  and will | keep your life. 
C 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
  from this time forth for- | evermore.   Refrain 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 
flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not 
before God. 3For what does the scripture say? ñAbraham believed God, and it was 
reckoned to him as righteousness.ò 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as 
a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the 
ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For 
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 
be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, ñI 
have made you the father of many nationsò)ðin the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.  
 
  L The word of the Lord. 
 C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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HOLY GOSPEL     John 3:1-17 
 

In an exchange with Nicodemus, who was a Pharisee and ruler of the Jews, Jesus 
explained that one must be born of water and the Spirit in order to see the kingdom of 
God. Jesus declared that his God-given mission of being sent into the world was not to 
condemn the world, but rather that all might be saved.  
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 
 
 
 
 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus 
by night and said to him, ñRabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.ò 3Jesus 
answered him, ñVery truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above.ò 4Nicodemus said to him, ñHow can anyone be born after having grown 
old? Can one enter a second time into the motherôs womb and be born?ò 5Jesus 
answered, ñVery truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born 
of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, óYou must be born from above.ô 8The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.ò 9Nicodemus said to him, ñHow can these things be?ò 10Jesus answered him, ñAre 
you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 11ñVery truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; 
yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do 
not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has 
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 
Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16ñFor God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17ñIndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.ò  
 

  P The gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 

MESSAGE                  Pastor Matt Cox 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                "I Want Jesus to Walk with Me"  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


