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      Welcome to Grace  
 

We give thanks that you have come to Grace to worship in God’s house.  
 

To our guests — We invite you to worship with us often and consider our family of 
faith yours.   
 

Everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin.  Large Print Bulletins and 
Quiet Books (for our very young worshipers) are available from the ushers. 
 

Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system to accommodate hearing 
difficulties.  Please ask the sound technician for a receiver. 
  

Please turn off or silence your personal communication device.  
We also ask that you not bring food or drink into our worship space.   
 

We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). The NALC 
embraces four core values: Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded 
and Congregationally Focused.  The NALC is focused on living out Christ’s Great 
Commission to go and make disciples in North America and around the globe.  We 
invite you to learn more about our congregation and the NALC. 

 

         
 

Second Wednesday in Lent 

The Lenten season is one that is somber and reflective as we gather together to recall Jesus ’ final 
acts of ministry and the events that led to his death. We come in humility knowing that our 
sinfulness is no different than any humans that have come before us, but that we ask God to 
forgive us and make us his new creatures in the waters of our baptism.  

 

PRELUDE                   Linda Hoch  
 "It Is Well with My Soul" - arr. Wilbur Held  

 

Please stand to face the Baptismal Font.   
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

L Long ago, in many and various ways, God spoke to our ancestors by the 
 prophets,  

C  But now, in these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son. (Hebrews 1:1-2) 

L Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who with his hand has fulfilled what he 
 promised. (1 Kings 8:15)  

C What God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would 
 suffer, he has thus fulfilled. (Acts 3:18)  

L Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and 
 built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
 thanksgiving. (Colossians 2:6-7) 

C Glory to the Father, and to the Son ☩ , and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN               “When Peace Like a River” 
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Please be seated. 
 
FIRST READING:   John 3: 1-15 
 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus 
by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; 
for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." 3Jesus 
answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above." 4Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown 
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?" 5Jesus 
answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born 
of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.' 8The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 9Nicodemus said to 
him, "How can these things be?" 10Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and 
yet you do not understand these things? 
11Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 
you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended 
into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
 
L The word of the Lord.       

C Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING:    John 7: 32, 45-52 

 
2The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering such things about him, and the chief priests and 
Pharisees sent temple police to arrest him. 45Then the temple police went back to the chief 
priests and Pharisees, who asked them, "Why did you not arrest him?" 46The police 
answered, "Never has anyone spoken like this!" 47Then the Pharisees replied, "Surely you 
have not been deceived too, have you? 48Has any one of the authorities or of the 
Pharisees believed in him? 49But this crowd, which does not know the law — they are 
accursed." 50Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who was one of them, 
asked, 51Our law does not judge people without first giving them a hearing to find out what 
they are doing, does it? 52They replied, "Surely you are not also from Galilee, are you? 
Search and you will see that no prophet is to arise from Galilee."  
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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OPENING DIALOGUE: Psalm 119: 105-112 
 
 L Your word is a lamp to my feet 
 C and a light to my path. 
 L I have sworn an oath and confirmed it,   
 C to keep your righteous rules. 
 L I am severely afflicted: 
 C give me life, O Lord, according to your word! 
 L Accept my freewill offerings of praise, O Lord,  
 C and teach me your rules. 
 L  I hold my life in my hand continually, 
 C  but do not forget your law. 
 L  The wicked have laid a snare for me, 
 C  but I do not stray from your precepts. 
 L Your testimonies are my heritage forever,  
 C for they are the joy of my heart. 
 L  I incline my heart to perform your statutes 
 C forever, to the end. 
 
MONOLOGUE BY NICODEMUS-LEADER      Larry Schaller 
                  
  
Please stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

A We confess our Christian faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

A Let us pray.  Gracious God,  
C you are the source of all faith and hope. Grant us the power of your   
 Holy Spirit that we would be filled with a deep, abiding faith in Christ  
 Jesus. Help us to follow him in all that we do and to be open to the   
 world about our trust in him. Let us seek his life and love just as you  
 seek us and call us into a relationship with you and our neighbors. All  
 this we pray in the name of Jesus who is the Life of the World. Amen. 
 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
  

P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father,  

   who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,      
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ grant you peace.  
C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN            “Savior Again to Your Dear Name” 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God!    
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POSTLUDE  

 "Savior, Again to Your Dear Name" - arr. Marilyn Biery   

    
                

 
NEXT WEEK:   Pilate-Governor 

OFFERING: During mid-week Lenten services a basket will be placed by the baptismal 
font for offering. 

                

The Season of Lent at Grace – 2023 
 

Come join us for the Wednesday evening services during Lent.  
Beginning March 1, there will be a light meal starting at 6:00 pm and the service starts at 

7:00 pm.  
This year we are doing a Monologue series titled “Telling Their Stories, Encounters with 

Jesus” by the Rev. Mark Braaten. These monologues focus on the cross. Each are 
written from the perspectives of a biblical character who participated in the Passion of our 

Lord.  
The suppers’ freewill offering will support our Vacation Bible School.  

 
Lenten Journey Schedule 

Light Meals at 6 PM, Worship at 7 PM 
 March 15 – Pilate-Governor, played by Larry Seifert 
 March 22 – Judas-Disciple, played by Tom Gurgiolo  
 March 29 – The Centurion Soldier, played by Jon Brill  
 

Holy Week Schedule 
 April 2  – Palm Sunday, 8:30am and 11:00am 
 April 6  – Maundy Thursday, 7pm 
 April 7  – Good Friday, 7pm 
 April 9  – Easter, 8:30am and 11:00am (9:30am Easter Breakfast) 

 
                

 
The 2023 Lenten Devotional, "Loved and Freed," is now available from the North 
American Lutheran Church! As we enter the ancient season of Lent, we are invited to 
walk with Jesus through His journey of sacrifice and triumph, from His baptism to His 
crucifixion and finally to His resurrection on Easter Sunday, where we find ultimate love 
and freedom. 

 
40 DAYS, 40 ITEMS LENTEN PROJECT: During the 40 day period leading up to Easter 
many choose to give something up or do something extra. This year, we challenge you to 
join us in doing both. THE CHALLENGE: Every day, find one item in your home that you 
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don't need and put it in this bag. As you do this, take a few minutes to reflect and count your 
blessings. The Sunday after Easter, April 16-23, bring the 10    bag to Grace and feel good 
knowing that your unwanted items will help fund life-changing programs that serve those in 
need. Please keep bags to 40 items. Bags will be donated to Common Ground Free Store.  
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Hymns:  
 
“When Peace Like a River”. Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888; Music: Philip P.  Bliss, 1838-1876, 
alt. Public Domain. 
 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”. Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748. Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872. 
Text and Music: Public Domain. 
 
“Savior Again to Your Dear Name”. Text: John Ellerton, 1826–1893, alt. Music: Edward J. Hopkins, 
1818–1901; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842–1900. Public Domain. 

100 East Schrock Road, Westerville, Ohio 43081 
Phone: (614)  882-3026  
E-mail: office@grace43081.org 
Website:  www.grace43081.org 
http://www.facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm, Fri 9am-Noon 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church has been serving the Westerville community for more than 108 years, 
supporting local ministries such as the Westerville Area Resource Ministry, Westerville Partnership Habitat for 
Humanity, and Westerville CROP Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran Social Services programs like Faith Mis-
sion and provides weekly meeting space for Boy Scout Troop 007 and four AA groups. 
 

Vision Statement:   We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered community of faith, inviting all,  
       growing in discipleship, sharing in ministries. 
 

Mission Statement:   Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to grow disciples and serve our  
         community. 


