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   Welcome to Grace  
 

We give thanks that you have come to Grace to worship in God’s house.  
 
To our guests — We invite you to worship with us often and consider our family of 
faith yours.   
 
Everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin.  Large Print Bulletins and 
Quiet Books (for our very young worshipers) are available from the ushers. 
 
Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system to accommodate hearing 
difficulties.  Please ask the sound technician for a receiver. 
  
Please turn off or silence your personal communication device.  
We also ask that you not bring food or drink into our worship space.   
 
We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). The NALC 
embraces four core values: Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded 
and Congregationally Focused.  The NALC is focused on living out Christ’s Great 
Commission to go and make disciples in North America and around the globe.  We 
invite you to learn more about our congregation and the NALC. 

 

         
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 
Themes of light and darkness, sight and blindness pervade the lessons for this  
Sunday. As humans mired in the sin that holds us captive, we fail to recognize our 
blindness. Christ calls us into the light of his life, love, and mercy as he beckons us 
to come and follow him. In that following, we come to see things in ways we have 
never seen them before, and the light of Christ shines through us. 
 
PRELUDE                
 "Be Thou My Vision" - arr. Franklin D. Ashdown              Linda Hoch 
11:00 "The Old Rugged Cross" - arr. John Carter   
  Sammy Gurgiolo - Trumpet, Jeff Daubenmire - Piano  
 
Parish Concerns 
  
Please stand as you are able and face the Baptismal Font. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 
 
 P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,            
  and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you    
  and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 C Amen. 
 
 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth               
  is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just     
  will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
     Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  
 P Merciful Father, 
 C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot  
  free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 
  word and deed, by what we have done 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may              
  delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
 P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
  for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained     
  minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore           
  declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,                                                      

  in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                 "The Lord's My Shepherd"  
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The Gathering  
GREETING         
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C And also with you! 
 

KYRIE    
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 P Let us pray.  
 C Holy One, you give sight to the blind and life to those who trust in your 
  Son. May the light of your Christ pierce through our blindness and  
  open us to your way of life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
  and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

The Word 
 

FIRST READING:    1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 
1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How 
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and 
say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 
what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did 
what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet 
him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 

5
He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 

sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now 
before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals 
see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse 
called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 
the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither 
has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping 
the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he 
comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and 
was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel 
took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 
Ramah.  
 

 L The word of the Lord.       
 C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 23 

 
Refrain 
 
 

 
Psalm 
Tone 
 
L The LORD | is my shepherd; 
 I shall not | be in want. 
C 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
 and leads me be- | side still waters. 
L 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
 and guide me along right pathways | for your name's sake. 
C 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no  
  evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.   Refrain 
L 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
C 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.   Refrain 

 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14  
 
Paul used the images of light and darkness as an analogy for  life before and after new life 
in Christ. The apostle exhorted the Christians in Ephesus to walk as “children of light,” 
discerning the will of God, doing nothing that was couched in darkness or sin. 
 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for 
the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is 
pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says, 
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.”  
 

  L The word of the Lord. 
 C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL      John 9:1-41  
 

Jesus healed a man who was blind from birth. This action led to a confrontation with the 
Pharisees because it occurred on a Sabbath day. The subsequent conversations 
brought some to faith, but they brought the Pharisees to a state of frustration. Jesus 
cautioned the religious leaders regarding the assumption that they saw things clearly, 
stating that those who were blind saw and those who had sight were living in blindness. 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 9th chapter. 
 
 
 
 
 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be 
revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to 
see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 
this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 

10
But they kept 

asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus 
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went 
and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 
know.” 
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also 
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my 
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is 
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a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, 
“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 

18
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 

called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, 
who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We 
know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now 
he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 
himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know 
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said 
to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 

27
He answered them, “I have 

told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 
want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we 
are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do 
not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do 
not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since 
the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If 
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born 
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 

36
He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 

believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is 
he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world 
for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 
blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, 
are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you 
say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”  
 

  P The gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 

MESSAGE                  Pastor Matt Cox 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
 
 



10 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                        "Be Thou My Vision"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES’  CREED 

 

A We confess our Christian faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

 C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

 A Let us pray in the name of Jesus, to our heavenly Father for the Church,  
  the world and one another.  
  A brief silence 
After each petition: 
 

 A  Lord, in your mercy, 
 C Hear our prayer.  
 

 A Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in  
  your mercy; through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 
 

PEACE           
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 C And also with you. 

 

          You may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
              and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

Please be seated.  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                           
8:30  "What Wondrous Love Is This" - arr. Lloyd Larson  
  Grace Singers Chancel Choir  
11:00 "Lord, Here Am I" - arr. John Ness Beck     
  Addie Gurgiolo - Vocal Solo, Jeff Daubenmire - Piano  
 
Please stand. 
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PREFACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 P It is indeed right and salutary . . . The Presider continues with the preface, 
  concluding:...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  

 P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread,  
  gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples and said, “Take, eat, 
  this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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  In the same way he also took the cup after supper, gave thanks,  
  and gave it to them, and said, “Take and drink it all of you.  
  This cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is poured out for you 
  for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it,  
  in remembrance of me.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER        
 

P Together we pray. 
C Our Father,  
    who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,      
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated.  
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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All are welcome to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood who are baptized in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus 

Christ, crucified and risen, is truly present in and under the bread and wine for the 
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. 

Children who do not commune are invited forward to receive a blessing.   
You may receive the Communion Wine by taking a communion glass from the tray  

as it is offered to you.  
As always, the common cup is offered for those who desire to use it, everyone is also 

welcome to use the individual cups. If you desire the common cup, please point to it as 
the individual cups pass by you.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the communion tray.  
After you have received, please place the empty communion glass in the basket 

provided 
(Gluten-free hosts are available by telling the person giving the host) 

 
COMMUNION MUSIC  
8:30  "My Jesus, I Love Thee" - arr. K. L. Phillips  
  Martha Crist - Piano  
11:00 "What Wondrous Love Is This" - arr. John Carter  
  Sammy Gurgiolo - Trumpet, Jeff Daubenmire - Piano  
 
After communion is finished, please stand. 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 C Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through  
  the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you  
  would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent  
  love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 C Amen.  
 

 The Sending 
BLESSING  
        

 P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ grant you peace.  
 C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN        "The King of Love My Shepherd Is"  
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DISMISSAL 
 

 Children Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 C  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

POSTLUDE                   Linda Hoch 
 "Toccata in A Minor" - Jan Pieter Sweelinck  
 
Offering: A basket will be placed by the baptismal font for offering. Offerings can be 
placed in the basket before or after the service.  
 

                

 

Remember in our prayers… Call Committee, future senior pastor, Betty Miliner, John 
Paullin, Terri Paullin, Carolyn Gibboney, Karen Vann, Rudy and Dot Kolberg, 
Carol Russell, Bob Bower, Stephanie Foos, Barbara Muller, Shawn Turnbull, 
Mary Ross, Will Stoll, Clarence Clapham, Janice Hardick, Joan Hassler, the 
family of Nicholas Kuhar 

 
 

                
 
 

Notes & News 
 

WELCOME, GUESTS!     We welcome you as our guest in our church home and invite 
you to continue to worship with us. We invite guests to take a 
welcome bag at the Welcome Desk to learn more about Grace and 
sign the Pew Pad to let us know you were worshipping with us today.  

 
Service Recording: The recorded 8:30am service will be available at 
www.grace43081.org around 11am. 
 
The Call Committee Update: The Call Committee has completed its work on the 

Congregational Profile, and we are truly excited at how it turned out! The profile 
was published with the NALC during the last full week of January, and 
prospective pastors from all over the nation can now freely read about the 
incredible spiritual community that is Grace Lutheran Church in Westerville. 
The profile’s introductory paragraph has been posted on the Call Process 
Checklist, which is located in the fellowship area at the front of the church, and 
members of the congregation are   free to read it at any time. This paragraph is 

the first thing that prospective pastors will see before gaining access to the full profile, 
and we are prayerful that it will inspire interest in our community.  
  We ask God for patience during this time, and we respectfully request your continued 
prayers – both for the Call Committee and for the future pastor of Grace Lutheran 
Church. We ask that God guide him or her to us, and that He grant us the wisdom and 
understanding to welcome that person with open arms into our church family.  Call 
Committee Members:  Karen Bale,  Chris Hoch, Regina Place, Gregg Rearick, Abby 
Reynolds, Vanessa Stewart 
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Easter Breakfast sign-up sheets to RSVP at the Welcome Desk 
or call the office with name and number attending.  
 
Easter flower sign-up sheets are available at the Welcome Desk 
or can be completed on the website at www.grace43081.org. Forms 
are due by Monday, March 27.  
 

CHRISTIAN GROWTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
        

 

Vision Statement: To nurture Youth and Family in Christ through Bible based teaching, 
music, activities and community outreach. 

 
Upcoming Events 

Today- Connect Youth Group meeting at Glow Putt in Gahanna 1:30 to 3:00. Friends are 
welcome! 
March 22- Lenten Soup Supper and Drama Series (Judas-Disciple, played by Tom 
Gurgiolo. 
April 2 (Palm Sunday)- Sunday school will parade with palm branches. 
April 9- No Sunday School, Easter Breakfast. The Confirmation class will be helping serve 
and cleaning up. 
May 21- Connect Youth Group meeting at Buckeye Raceway. More information to come. 
May 28- Confirmation ceremony at the 11:00 service. 
May 31- (Youth and Family event) Faith and Family Night at the Columbus Crew.   

 
Grace will be having a New Member Class which consists of two sessions. The first 

session will be Sunday, March 26 at 9:45 am during the Sunday 
School hour and the second Session will be on Sunday, April 2 at 
9:45 am during the Sunday School hour in the Sanctuary. The 
session will be led by Pastor Matt Cox and facilitated by Vanessa 
Stewart. New Members will be welcomed at both services on Sunday, 

April 23. Anyone interested in attending, please register at www.grace43081.org or call the 
office at 614-882-3026, or email at office@grace43081.org.  

 
OWL Ministry: Don’t forget to check the OWL cart when you are here on 
Sunday.  
 

Connect Youth Group will be meeting every other month on the third Sunday. Connect 
Youth Group is for 5th grade through High School. Join us for Connect 
Youth Group event, TODAY. We will meet at Glow Putt from 1:30-3pm. 
Bring your friends! Parents are welcome! The address for Glow Putt is 
161 Granville Street, Gahanna. Tickets are paid for by Youth and 
Family. Bring money if you would like a bottled water. Sign up at the 
Welcome Center. Any questions or to sign-up contact Molly 
King m.king@grace43081.org.  
 

 

mailto:m.king@grace43081.org
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40 DAYS, 40 ITEMS LENTEN PROJECT: During the 40 days of Lent, many choose to give 
something up or do something extra. This year, we challenge you to join us in doing 
both. THE CHALLENGE: Every day, find one item in your home that you don't need and 
put it in this bag. As you do this, take a few minutes to reflect and count your blessings. 
The Sunday after Easter, April 16-23, bring the bag to Grace and feel good knowing that 
your unwanted items will help fund life-changing programs that serve those in need. 
Please keep bags to 40 items. Bags will be donated to Common Ground Free Store. 
 

 

Aspire is a one-night women’s event full of 
laughter, 

learning, stories & music with 3 ladies taking 
the stage: 

1 Bible Teacher – 1 Comedian – 1 Musician. 
Join us for an amazing girl’s night out!  

They are coming to Grace Friday, April 21st! The event is from 7:00pm to 10:00pm. March 
17th tickets will go on sale. $25 for General Admission and $35 for VIP tickets. Cash or 

check when purchasing tickets for the event.  
Tickets on sale now before and after services! 

Author and Bible Teacher- Mary Shannon 
Comedy by Kristin Weber 

Music by Leanna Crawford 
Any questions or interested in volunteering contact Molly King (m.king@grace43081.org). 

Aspire Women’s Events website: https://aspirewomensevents.com/ 
 

Adult Learning Opportunity – That the World May Know, Volume 9, entitled; Fire on 
the Mountain, is the current study. We will meet in the fellowship hall 
during the Sunday School hour. This volume continues our study of the 
Exodus. When the Israelites left Egypt, they were finally free. Free from 
persecution, free from oppression and free to worship their own God. But 
with that freedom comes a new challenge, learning how to live together 

the way God intends. Discover how God teaches the Israelites what it means to be part of a 
community that loves him and the lessons we can begin to live out in our lives today.  
Join us each Sunday 9:45am in the fellowship hall for the next installment of That the World 
May Know!  
 
The Women’s Bible Study has begun  a new study on 1st and 2nd Timothy and Titus. 
Deteriorating values. Competing religions. Weakening morality. Do you feel sometimes that 
the world presents you with more problems than you can handle? Timothy and Titus faced 
all of these tough issues as young church leaders. But Paul encouraged them to put aside 
timidity and insecurity, and to find strength in Christ. The Women's Bible Study meets 
Wednesday at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
NEW EVENING BIBLE STUDY GROUP NOW BEING ORGANIZED- Ladies of Grace- I 
am so excited, because I am in the beginning stages of launching a Women’s Group that 
will meet one evening a month, here at church.  I was thinking that a Tuesday or Thursday 
evening would work best, as it would avoid choir and any Wednesday church services that 
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may be scheduled.  It will be both a bible study and a social group during the time of the 
meeting with some fun activities thrown in to keep things a little interesting.      If you would 
be interested in participating in such a group, please either sign-up at the desk out front or 
contact me; Denise Reynard, at denise.reynard@rocketmail.com. If you email me, please 
leave me your name, telephone number, and what evening, Tuesday or Thursday, would 
work best for you.  
 
Book Club: We are discussing The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion at noon on 

Wednesday, March 22nd in the Loaves and Fishes cafe. I’m packing a lunch and 
looking forward to a lively discussion! If you’re definitely coming, reach out to 
Karen Bale so she can forward to you a list of questions to guide the 
conversation.   

 
Grace Singers Chancel Choir Rehearsal are Wednesdays beginning at around 7:30 PM 
after mid-week Lenten services in the sanctuary. Contact Jeff Daubenmire, Director of 
Music Ministries.   
 

Grace Ringers Bell Choir meets on Wednesday for rehearsals from 6:00– 6:45 PM during 
Lent in the sanctuary. Contact Maria Laderman.  
 

Youth Choir: We welcome grades 1-8 and hope you will also consider having them 
participate in Sunday School immediately following rehearsal. The group will sing every few 
weeks for the 11:00 service. This is a meaningful musical experience for young people and 
we hope you consider supporting your children in this effort. Join us for rehearsals, Sunday 
at 9:30am. If you have any questions, contact Jeff Daubenmire.  
 

HOSPITALITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
                

 
NURSERY is open! The Nursery is open Sunday mornings during both services and the 

Sunday School hour. Trained, professional sitters are present every week to 
care for your children, ages 6 and younger. Questions? Molly King, 614-882
-3026 or m.king@grace43081.org 
 

Loaves and Fishes café is OPEN! Please stop in between services for a drink and a 
snack! There is a sign-up sheet in the café if you are interested in helping. Please call 
Regina Place, 614-623-1452 or Vanessa Stewart, 614-588-2712 with any questions 
or concerns. 
 

Flowers for 2023: Flowers at Grace can honor a special event, remember a loved one or 
simply give glory to God. You may sign up at the welcome center, on-line or call 
the office. The actual cost of flowers has increased to $75.00 a Sunday. The 
suggested donation will now be $30. Since that does not cover the cost, this 
donation is not to purchase flowers for your own, but contribute for the enjoyment 
of all. After the service, the arrangement is moved to the welcome center for the 
following week to enhance our space even longer.  
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OUTREACH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
                

  
 

FIRST FRUITS SUNDAYS    Let all that you do be done in love”.  (1 Corinthians 16:14) 
Grocery List: Applesauce, Jars; Beans, Dry - All Varieties; 
Body Lotion; Coffee: Regular and/or Decaf; Conditioner; 
Deodorant; Dish Soap; Dishwasher Detergent; Fabric Softener; 
Helper Meals - Various; Juices - Apple, Cranberry, Grape, 
Orange, Pineapple, Tomato; Laundry Detergent; Mandarin 

Oranges; Mixed Fruit Cocktail; Pears, canned; Pineapple, canned; Raisins; Soft Soap; 
Spinach, canned; Vinegar; Beef Broth; Beets, canned; Body Wash; Honey; Hot Dog Sauce; 
Manwich; Mushrooms, canned; Salad Dressing - Creamy; Salt/Pepper; and Sugar Free 
Jello. Empty (used, in good condition) egg cartons and plastic shopping bags are 
needed as well. 

We cannot accept food that has reached its expiration date. Any fresh produce, baked 
goods and dairy products take directly to WARM.  Make Checks Payable to: Grace Lutheran 

Church, memo notation for WARM. Blessings to all who are making this a part of your 
regular tithes and offerings. 

 
Thrivent Choice Dollars - An Easy Way to Give! If you are a member of Thrivent, please 
log into your account to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Grace Lutheran Church. . 
It does not cost you anything and helps support the work that we do here at Grace. For 
those of you already in that program, we just received a check for $94, and we thank 
you!   In 2022 Grace received $1146 in Thrivent Choice Dollars® grant funding.   
The clock is ticking because you only have until March 31

st
 to designate 

your Thrivent Choice dollars from 2022. Follow these easy steps: 

• Go online to Thrivent.com 

• Log in and click on Direct Choice Dollars 

• Designate your 2022 and 2023 Choice Dollars 

• Select Grace Lutheran Church in the Search catalog of organizations 

• Enter Direct Now 

• Or call 800.847.4836 and say Thrivent Choice when prompted. 
Thank you!  
 
Westerville Habitat Partnership: Save the DATE: You are invited to join us for the 2023 
wall build at Otterbein University's The Point on Saturday, August 19.  The build is in the 
morning, beginning at 7 a.m. and is usually wrapped up by Noon. Sign-up information will be 
posted as the event gets closer, but mark your calendars now.  

 
Meijer Simply Give - with the need for groceries at WARM bigger than ever, you can make 
a difference in what inventory we have to offer clients by participating in this program at the 
Westerville Meijer. Customers are encouraged to purchase $10 Simply Give donation cards, 
which are converted into Meijer food-only gift cards and given to WARM. The Simply 
Give program allows food pantries the opportunity to choose the grocery items best suited 
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for the families they serve. WARM benefits from this program now through March at the 
Westerville Meijer on Polaris, with special double points on March 25th. 
 
The Sewing for Africa group adopted a new name at our last meeting - Grace 

Stitchers!!  We feel it better describes all the charitable ministry opportunities 
we are exploring to share our creator given creativity and love of sewing. We 
hope you have enjoyed seeing  the very colorful dresses and britches we are 
sewing for Africa. Our next meeting is Tuesday March 28th. We will be 
gathering at Twyla & Bill Ridder's home 7212 Wallpepper Ct., Westerville 

43082 10am- 2pm for  group cutting and sewing projects, and to share sewing & 
equipment tips. Some new opportunities for service God has brought our way will also be 
explored. The Ridder's have plenty of room to host the fun of our  'March Madness Sew 
In' -  but need to know if you plan to attend by  Monday March 20th as they would like 
to provide us lunch and will need a headcount! Contact Vanessa Stewart with your plans 
to attend in person, at  614-588-2712, or  vschpn55@gmail.com    SEW ON!! 
 
The next Red Cross Blood Drive at Grace is Tuesday, May 16, 2023 - 12 noon to 6 

pm. Mark your calendars. You can schedule an appointment by contacting 
the Red Cross at RedCrossBlood.org and use our sponsor code: 
GraceLuthWesterville or call 1-800-Red Cross. Questions? Contact 
Vanessa Stewart at 614-588-2712 or vschpn55@ gmail.com 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
                

 
 

“Be Thou My Vision” – arr. Franklin D. Ashdown 
This eight-century anonymous Irish poem was translated into English prose by Mary E. Byrne 
(1880-1931) and appeared in the journal Erin, Vol. II (1905).  The prose was put into verse by 
Eleanor H. Hull (1860-1935) and published in her Poem-Book of the Gael (1912).  The tune was 
found in Patrick W. Joyce’s Old Irish Folk Music and Songs (1909) set to “With my love on the 
road.”  It was used with this hymn text in the Irish Church Hymnal (1919).  The tune name, 
SLANE, gets its name from a hill near Tara in County Meath, where St. Patrick is said to have 
challenged the Druid priests by lighting the Paschal fire.   
 
“The Old Rugged Cross” – arr. John Carter 
The text for this hymn came to George Bennard (1873-1958) during evangelistic services he was 
conducting in Michigan as a result of his meditating on John 3:16 and praying for a full 
understanding of the cross.  After many frustrated attempts to write and several experiences in 
which he saw the redeeming grace of God at work during those meetings, he was able to 
complete the poem.  The song probably appeared first in leaflet form, and later in Heart and Life 
Songs, for the Church, Sunday School, Home and Camp-meeting (1915).   
 
“My Jesus, I Love Thee” – arr. K. L. Phillips 
The words for this hymn were written by William Ralph Featherstone (1846-1873), possibly when 
he was converted at the age of 16.  He sent the hymn to his aunt, Mrs. E. Featherstone Wilson in 
Los Angeles, and she suggested it be published.  It first appeared anonymously in England in the 
London Hymn Book (1864).  Shortly thereafter, it was included in American hymnals.   
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“What Wondrous Love Is This” – arr. John Carter and arr. Lloyd Larson 
It is generally agreed that the author of the text for this hymn is unknown, though The Hesperian Harp 
(1848) attributes the original words to Alexander Means, a Methodist preacher in Oxford, Georgia.  It 
appeared in a number of 19

th
 century hymnals, including The Sacred Harp (1844).  The tune 

WONDROUS LOVE appeared in Billy Walker’s Southern Harmony (1835), and it has the 
characteristics of traditional Anglo-American folk melodies of Elizabethan tradition.  George Pullen 
Jackson, in The Story of the Sacred Harp (1844-1944), has pointed out its resemblance to a tune 
used for 250 years with a song about the pirate, Captain Kidd.   
 
“Lord, Here Am I” – arr. John Ness Beck 
John Ness Beck uses the text from the hymn “Lord, Here Am I” by Fanny Crosby, a blind hymnist 
who wrote over 2000 songs and hymns in her lifetime.  The text is based on Isaiah 6:8, “Then I heard 
the voice of the Lord saying, “’Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, “Here am I; 
send me!’”.   
 
“Toccata in A Minor” – Jan Pieter Sweelinck 
Jan Pieter Swelinck (1562-1621) was a great Dutch organist and composer.  He was a pupil of his 
father and assumed his position as organist of the Old Church of Amsterdam around 1580.  As a 
player and teacher, he was celebrated far and wide, and most of the leading organists in northern 
Germany, of the next generation, were his students.  He was known as “deutscher 
Organistenmacher” – the maker of German organists.  He was the first to employ the pedal in a real 
fugal part, and he originated the organ fugue built up on one theme with the gradual addition of 
counter-themes that leads up to an involved finale – a form perfected by Bach.   

         
 

Do you shop at Kroger? If you do and haven’t already, please enroll in the Kroger 
Community Rewards Program and choose Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (org. #: PV731) as your non-profit organization. It’s a Win-Win for 
everyone! Of your Kroger purchases 0.5% will be credited to Grace! It adds up 
quick and is easy to do. If you are already signed up, you no longer need to re-
enroll. Enroll at: www.krogercommunityrewards.com. From November 2022-

January 2023, 43 households linked their rewards to Grace and a donation of $241.93 was 
received. 
 

Scan to Simply Give  

This QR code connects you to the mobile version of Grace’s online giving page to 
give you a quick and easy way to access our webpage without having to type out a 
long web address. Through this link, you can create a one-time or on-going donation 
and to specify where you want your gift to be applied. The Simply Giving® Program 
(endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union) is an automated stewardship program 

that helps members give generously. Scan to Simply Give today. 
 

Financial Update: If you would like a copy of the full monthly Treasurer’s report as 
presented to Council, please reach out to the Treasurer, Melissa Hodek, at 
melissa.hodek@gmail.com and it will be emailed to you.  
 

Weekly Worship Attendance: 
Second Wednesday in Lent: 71 
Third Sunday in Lent: 8:30am: 67, 11:00am:121, Total: 188 

mailto:melissa.hodek@gmail.com
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The Season of Lent at Grace – 2023 
 

Come join us for the Wednesday evening services during Lent.  
There will be a light meal starting at 6:00 pm and the service starts at 7:00 pm.  

This year we are doing a Monologue series titled “Telling Their Stories, Encounters with 
Jesus” by the Rev. Mark Braaten. These monologues focus on the cross. Each are 

written from the perspectives of a biblical character who participated in the Passion of 
our Lord.  

The suppers’ freewill offering will support our Vacation Bible School.  
 

Lenten Journey Schedule 
Light Meals at 6 PM, Worship at 7 PM 

 
 March 22 – Judas-Disciple, played by Tom Gurgiolo  
 March 29 – The Centurion Soldier, played by Jon Brill  
 

Holy Week Schedule 
 April 2  – Palm Sunday, 8:30am and 11:00am 
 April 6  – Maundy Thursday, 7pm 
 April 7  – Good Friday, 7pm 
 April 9  – Easter, 8:30am and 11:00am (9:30am Easter Breakfast*) 
 
*RSVP requested for the Easter Breakfast. Sign-up at the Welcome Desk or call/email 
the office with name and number attending.  
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Serving Today 
 

OFFICIATING/  Pastor Matt Cox 
PREACHER 
 
ASSISTING MINISTER Molly King, Commissioned Lay Minister 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC Jeff Daubenmire 
 
ORGANIST     Linda Hoch 
 
SACRISTAN   Fred Pfanz 
 
CANTOR   Peggy Jones 
 
LECTOR   8:30 Larry Schaller 11:00 Karen Holmes 
 
COMMUNION   8:30 Bill Kulju 11:00 Sue Monroe 
ASSISTANT  
 
ACOLYTE   8:30 Brice Graves 11:00 Claire Caine  
 
GREETER   8:30 Carolyn Gibboney 
    11:00 Verna Kreachbaum 
 
USHERS   8:30 Bob Andrews, Steve Young, Randy Stoll 
    11:00 Mike Grubb, Bev Grubb, Tom Seamon 
 
ALTAR GUILD Team 4 Vanessa Stewart, Marge Cepek, Kristi George,  
    Nancy Kleberg, Barb Moser, Tom Moser, JoAnn Slemmer 
 
SOUND TECHNICIANS Chris Banks, Dan George, Paul Grant, Eric Bush 
 
NUSERY ATTENDANTS Alma Lovins, Cassidy Reese 
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This Week at Grace:  March 19-26, 2023 

           
 

  

March 19 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 Pr. Matt Cox 
 8:30 am Worship Service 
 9:30 am Youth Choir Rehearsal 
 9:45 am Adult Learning and Sunday School 
 11:00 am Worship Service  
 12:00 pm Connect Youth Group @ Glow Putt Gahanna 
  

MON       9:45 am SLAM Stroller Fitness (Fellowship Hall) 
 

TUES       9:45 am SLAM Stroller Fitness (Fellowship Hall) 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
  

WED. Fourth Wednesday in Lent 
 Pr. Matt Cox 
 10:30 am  Women’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
 6:00 pm  Grace Ringers Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 6:00 pm Soup Supper 
 7:00 pm Worship Service 
 7:30 pm Grace Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
 

THURS   9:45 am SLAM Stroller Fitness (Fellowship Hall) 
 7:00 pm Worship and Music Meeting 
 7:00 pm Boy Scouts  
       

FRI.    8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
   

SAT 9:30 am AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
 11:00am Funeral: Nicholas Kuhar 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
   

March 26 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 Pr. Matt Cox 
 8:30 am Worship Service 
 9:30 am Youth Choir Rehearsal 
 9:45 am Adult Learning and Sunday School 
 9:45 am  1st New Member Class 
 11:00 am Worship Service  
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100 East Schrock Road, Westerville, Ohio 43081 
Phone: (614)  882-3026  
E-mail: office@grace43081.org 
Website:  www.grace43081.org 
http://www.facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm, Fri 9am-Noon 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church has been serving the Westerville community for more than 108 years, 
supporting local ministries such as the Westerville Area Resource Ministry, Westerville Partnership Habitat for 
Humanity, and Westerville CROP Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran Social Services programs like Faith Mis-
sion and provides weekly meeting space for Boy Scout Troop 007 and four AA groups. 
 

Vision Statement:   We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered community of faith, inviting all,  
       growing in discipleship, sharing in ministries. 
 

Mission Statement:   Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to grow disciples and serve our  
         community. 
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