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   Welcome to Grace  
 

We give thanks that you have come to Grace to worship in Godôs house.  
 

To our guests ð We invite you to worship with us often and consider our family of 
faith yours.   
 

Everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin.  Large Print Bulletins and 
Quiet Books (for our very young worshipers) are available from the ushers. 
 

Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system to accommodate hearing 
difficulties.  Please ask the sound technician for a receiver. 
  
Please turn off or silence your personal communication device.  
We also ask that you not bring food or drink into our worship space.   
 

We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). The NALC 
embraces four core values: Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded 
and Congregationally Focused.  The NALC is focused on living out Christôs Great 
Commission to go and make disciples in North America and around the globe.  We 
invite you to learn more about our congregation and the NALC. 

 

         
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

God had dangerous business in mind for the young Galilean girl who was betrothed but not 
yet married. She was chosen by the Most High God to carry, give birth, and raise the Lordôs 
Son. If anyone found out she was pregnant out of wedlock, she could have been stoned, or 
at the very least shunned and rejected. But Mary, who answered the call of God, instead is 
known for her unwavering faith and obedience.  
 

PRELUDE                Linda Hoch 
 "Savior of the Nations Come" - arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 "Trio on Franconia" - arr. Donald Rotermund  
 

Parish Concerns 
  

THE OPENING HYMN ñThe Advent of Our Godò  
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OPENING PRAYER  
 

 P The Lord be with you. 
 C And also with you. 
 

 P Let us pray...Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with  
  you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 C Amen. 
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Psalm 89:1-5, 19-29  

 
Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 
Tone 
 
 
L 1Your love, O L , forever | will I sing; 

from age to age my mouth will pro- | claim your faithfulness. 
C 2For I am persuaded that your love is estab- | lished forever; 

you have set your faithfulness firmly | in the heavens. 
L 3ñI have made a covenant with my | chosen one; 

I have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my servant: 
C 4óI will establish your | line forever, 

and preserve your throne for all 
|
 generations.ôò 

L 5The heavens bear witness to your won- | ders, O L , 
and to your faithfulness in the assembly of the | holy ones; 

C 19You spoke once in a vision and said to your | faithful people: 
ñI have set the crown upon a warrior and have exalted one chosen out | of the 

 people. Refrain 
L 20I have found Da- | vid my servant; 

with my holy oil have I a- | nointed him. 
C 21My hand will | hold him fast 

and my arm will | make him strong. 
L 22No enemy | shall deceive him, 

nor any wicked man 
|
 bring him down. 

C 23I will crush his | foes before him 
and strike down | those who hate him. Refrain 

L 24My faithfulness and love shall | be with him, 
and he shall be victorious | through my name. 

C 25I shall make his domin- | ion extend 
from the great sea | to the river. 

L 26He will say to me, óYou | are my Father, 
my God, and the rock of | my salvation.ô 

C 27I will make | him my firstborn 
and higher than the kings | of the earth. 
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L 28I will keep my love for | him forever, 
and my covenant will stand | firm for him. 

C 
29
I will establish his 

|
 line forever 

and his throne as the | days of heaven. Refrain 

 
BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

10:00 am    Jodie, Miguel, and Alaina Arreguin  
 

Leader            As we light the fourth candle of our Advent wreath, we focus on love. 
                       The greatest gift of Christmas is the gift of Godôs Son, Jesusðgiven in love. 
                       Finally, Jesus gave His life on the cross, to manifest Godôs love for all of His  
                       children, young and old, rich and poor, every people, tribe and nation. We  
  love, at Christmas and throughout the year, because God first loved us!  
 
                       We read in John :   
 
                       For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
                       believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the 
                       Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be 
                       saved through Him.  (John 3:16-17 RSV) 
 

The fourth, blue candle is lighted as we sing three verses of ñLight One Candle to Watch 
for Messiah.ò 
 

Verse 1:  Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  
                       let the light banish darkness.  
                       He shall bring salvation to Israel,  
             God fulfills the promise. 
 

Verse 2:   Light two candles to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness.  
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  
gently lead them homeward. 

 

Verse 3:   Light three candles to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness.  
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway  
for the King of glory. 
 

Verse 4   Light four candles watch for Messiah:  
  let the light banish darkness. 
  He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 
  Let your lights be shining! 

Please be seated. 
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THE FIRST LESSON: Micah 5:2-5 
 
2  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of 
old, from ancient days. 3  Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in 
labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4  And 
he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name 
of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of 
the earth. 5  And he shall be their peace.  
 
 L The Word of the Lord.       
 C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

HYMN                        ñCome, Thou Long Expected Jesusò 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SECOND LESSON: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 
14 ñBehold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a 
righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is 
the name by which it will be called: óThe Lord is our righteousness.ô  
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HYMN                               ñCome, O Precious Ransomò όǾΦ мΣ пύ 
 

 

 

THE THIRD LESSON: Malachi 3:1-4  
 
3 ñBehold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refinerôs fire and like fullersô 
soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. 4 Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 
former years.  
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HYMN                               ñHark the Glad Soundò όǾΦ мΣ пύ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE FOURTH LESSON: Isaiah 7:10-14  
 
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 ñAsk a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven.ò 12 But Ahaz said, ñI will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to 
the test.ò 13 And he said, ñHear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
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HYMN                                ñO Come, O Come Emmanuelò όǾΦ мΣ рύ 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FIFTH LESSON: Isaiah 40:1-11  
 
 
40 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lordôs 
hand double for all her sins. 3  A voice cries: ñIn the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4  Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain. 5  And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken.ò The Word of God Stands Forever 

6  
A voice says, ñCry!ò And I 

said, ñWhat shall I cry?ò All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7  The 
grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are 
grass. 8  The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. The 
Greatness of God 9  Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your 
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of 
Judah, ñBehold your God!ò 10  Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for 
him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11  He will tend his flock 
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and 
gently lead those that are with young.  
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HYMN                              ñComfort, Comfort Now My Peopleò 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SIXTH LESSON: Isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11  
 
1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2  to proclaim the year of 
the Lordôs favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 

3 
 to 

grant to those who mourn in Zionð to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that 
they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be 
glorified.  
10  
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the 

garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 
 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.  
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HYMN                              ñRejoice, Rejoice, Believersò (v. 1-2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



12 

 
THE SEVENTH LESSON: St. Mark 1:1-8  
 
1
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

 2 
As it is written in Isaiah the 

prophet, ñBehold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 3  the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: óPrepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight,ô ò 4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem 
were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camelôs hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and 
ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, ñAfter me comes he who is mightier 
than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have 
baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.ò  
 
HYMN                              ñOn Jordanôs Banks the Baptistôs Cryò (v. 1-2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE EIGHTH LESSON: St. Matthew 1:18-25a  
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 

19 
And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 

resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ñJoseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear 
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.ò 22 All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23  ñBehold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuelò (which means, God with 
us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he 
took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. 
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HYMN                              ñPrepare the Royal Highwayò (v. 1,4) 
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THE NINTH LESSON: St. Luke 1:26-38  
 
26

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virginôs name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, ñGreetings, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!ò 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern 
what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, ñDo not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.ò 34 And Mary 
said to the angel, ñHow will this be, since I am a virgin?ò 35 And the angel answered her, 
ñThe Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holyðthe Son of God. 36 And behold, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with 
her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.ò 38 And Mary said, 
ñBehold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.ò And the angel 
departed from her.  
 
SERMON                                                 The Rev. Dr. David M. Wendel  
 
After the sermon, a time of silence for reflection.  
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN                              ñSavior of the Nations, Comeò (v. 1-3) 

 
 

"O  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC           Jeff Daubenmire - Piano, Linda Hoch - Organ 
 ñCome, O Come, Emmanuel" - arr. Lani Smith  
 

Please stand as the offering is brought forward. 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING  
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A LITANY OF ADVENT PREPARATION:  
 
 P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 P    Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 C    Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 
 P    Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 C    Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 P    Jesus, Name called Wonderful; 
       Jesus, our great Counselor; 
       Jesus, True and Mighty God; 
      Jesus, Everlasting Father; 
       Jesus, Prince of Peace; 
 C    We praise and bless your holy name. 
 
 P    Jesus, Son of David; 
        Jesus, Branch of Jesse; 
        Jesus, Rose of Sharon; 
        Jesus, Lily of the Valley; 
        Jesus, Bright and Morning Star; 
 C    Deliver us from our sins. 
 
 P     Jesus, Sceptre of Israel; 
        Jesus, Light of the Gentiles; 
        Jesus, Desire of all Nations; 
        Jesus, Sun of Righteousness; 
        Jesus, Lawgiver, Priest, Judge, King; 
 C    Help us and bless us. 
 
 P     O Jesus, hear us; 
 C     And prepare us for your coming. 
 
 P     Gather your ancient people, the Jews, unto you; 
        Cause all Gentiles to come to your light and truth; 
                   Inspire all kings and rulers to fall down before you,  
                     and to desire your will and way. 
      C    Hear our prayer, O Lord, and let our cry come  
             unto you. 
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      P    Help us to prepare the way before you in every land; 
             Let all the nations fear you as long as the sun and  
             moon endure, throughout all generations; 
            Fill your ministers with righteousness and knowledge; 
             Preserve all who put their trust in you; 
             And give peace to all your people; 
 
      C    Hear our prayer, O Lord, and let our cry come  
             unto you. 
 
      P     Prepare us for your coming; 
      C    And save us from our sins. 

 (Other intercessions will be offered here.) 
 

LORDôS PRAYER        
 

P Together we pray. 
C Our Father,  
    who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,      
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated.  
 

The Final Lesson:  Revelation 1:4b-8; 22:17, 20-21 
4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us 
from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every 
eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of 
him. Even so. Amen. 

8 
ñI am the Alpha and the Omega,ò says the Lord God, ñwho is and who 

was and who is to come, the Almighty.ò  
17 The Spirit and the Bride say, ñCome.ò And let the one who hears say, ñCome.ò And let the 
one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.  
20 He who testifies to these things says, ñSurely I am coming soon.ò Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN                     ñThe King Shall Comeò  
 

POSTLUDE                            Linda Hoch 
 "Hark the Glad Sound!" - arr. John Leavitt  
 

Offering: A basket will be placed by the baptismal font for offering. Offerings can be placed in 
the basket before or after the service.  

                
 

Remember in our prayersé Karen Vann, Diane Boone, Betty Lou Miliner, Janis Boughton, 
Grace Sima, Rod Rice, Don Slemmer, Jan Perry, John Moffett, Rick Arreguin, Bob 
Bower, Clarence Clapham, Janice Hardick, Joan Hassler, the family of Rodney Smith 
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Notes & News  
 

WELCOME, GUESTS!     We welcome you as our guest in our church home and invite 
you to continue to worship with us. We invite guests to take a welcome 
bag at the Welcome Desk to learn more about Grace and sign the Pew 
Pad to let us know you were worshipping with us today.  

 

Service Recording: The recorded 8:30am service will be available at 
www.grace43081.org around 11am. 
 

NURSERY is closed Dec. 24, 25, and 31. Questions? Molly King, 614-
882-3026 or m.king@grace43081.org.   
 

2024 Giving Envelopes are available for pick up in the Gathering Space. Questions? 
Debbie Yoho, 614-882-3026 or finance@grace43081.org. 
 

4[Yf to Simply Give  
This QR code connects you to the mobile version of Graceôs online giving 
page to give you a quick and easy way to access our webpage without 
having to type out a long web address. Through this link, you can create a 
one-time or on-going donation and to specify where you want your gift to 
be applied. The Simply GivingÈ Program (endorsed by Thrivent Federal 
Credit Union) is an automated stewardship program that helps members 
give generously. Scan to Simply Give today. 
 

Financial Update: If you would like a copy of the full monthly Treasurerôs report as 
presented to Council, please reach out to the Treasurer, Melissa Hodek, at 
melissa.hodek@gmail.com and it will be emailed to you.  
 
3rd Sunday of Advent/Youth Christmas Program: 8:30am: 68; 11:00am: 176 

 
 

Serving Today 
 

OFFICIATING/  Pastor David Wendel 
PREACHER 
ASSISTING MINISTER Molly King, Commissioned Lay Minister 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC Jeff Daubenmire 
ORGANIST     Linda Hoch 
SACRISTAN   Fred Pfanz 
CANTOR   Fred Pfanz 
LECTOR   Roger Retherford 
USHERS   Ted Ray, Paul Whitacre, Aaron Singleton   
ALTAR GUILD Team 4 Vanessa Stewart, Marge Cepek, Kristi George,  
    Nancy Kleberg, Barb and Tom Moser, JoAnn Slemmer 
SOUND TECHNICIANS Chris Banks, Dan George, Paul Grant, Eric Bush 
 

mailto:melissa.hodek@gmail.com
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This Week at Grace:  December 24-31, 2023 
           
  
    

Dec. 24 4  S   A /N   O  L 
 P . D  W 
 10:00 am 4th Sunday of Advent Service  
 2-4 pm Assembl®e Chretienne La Parole  
   (Christian Assembly of the Word) (Sanctuary) 
 5:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 
 8:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 
 
MON N   O  L 
 P . D  W 
 10:00 am Christmas Day Service 
 Poinsettias can be picked up after the 10am service 
 ðOffice Closedð 
   
TUES       ðOffice Closedð 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
  
WED.  
   
THURS    7:00 pm Worship and Music Meeting 
  
FRI.        8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
    
SAT 9:30 am AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
 8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
 
Dec. 31 1  S   C 
 P . D  W 
 8:30 am Worship Service  
 9:45 am Adult Learning  
 11:00 am Worship Service  
 2-4 pm Assembl®e Chretienne La Parole  
   (Christian Assembly of the Word) (Sanctuary) 
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100 East Schrock Road, Westerville, Ohio 43081 
Phone: (614)  882-3026  
E-mail: office@grace43081.org 
Website:  www.grace43081.org 
http://www.facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm, Fri 9am-Noon 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church has been serving the Westerville community for more than 108 years, 
supporting local ministries such as the Westerville Area Resource Ministry, Westerville Partnership Habitat for 
Humanity, and Westerville CROP Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran Social Services programs like Faith Mis-
sion and provides weekly meeting space for four AA groups. 
 

Vision Statement:   We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered community of faith, inviting all,  
       growing in discipleship, sharing in ministries. 
 

Mission Statement:   Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to grow disciples and serve our  
         community. 
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