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Thanks to the men and women of the following groups who prepared and served the
soup suppers on Wednesday evening before
the 7:00 p.m. Lenten services.
Kitchen Krew • Men of Grace (MOG) •
The Care Team • Church Council • and
coming up on April 6, The Chancel Choir.
Although the attendance
at the soup suppers was
not overwhelming, (25 to 30
per evening) those who did
attend greatly appreciated
and enjoyed your efforts.
The suppers’ freewill offering supports our Vacation Bible School.
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Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Lenten Lunch*
11:00 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, The Lord’s Supper 7 p.m.
Good Friday Tenebrae
7 p.m.
Easter
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Easter Breakfast* 9:30 a.m.

*Lenten Luncheon and Easter Breakfast sign-up sheets to RSVP are at the
Welcome Desk or call the office
with name and number attending.
Easter flower order forms sheets are
available at the Welcome Desk or on
page 6 of this Issue. Easter Flowers
may also be ordered through the website at www.grace43081.org. Forms are
due by Sunday, April 3.
Easter Breakfast is sponsored by
Youth and Family.
Confirmation Class will be serving.

The Themes for the Wednesday Evening Lenten Worship
Services further broadened our
understanding of The Ten Commandments (March 6), The Apostles’ Creed (March 16), The Lord’s
Prayer (March 23), Holy Baptism
(March 30), and The Office of the
Keys (coming on April 6).
Thank you to the Worship and
Music Committee, Pastor Hopman, Molly and everyone who
participated in this year’s Lenten Journey on Wednesday evenings.

Gr ace Evangelical Luther an Church • 100 E. Schrock Rd.• Wes terville, OH 43081
an Affiliat e of t he Nor th American Luther an Church

Bo Giertz (1905-1998) was a Swedish
pastor (the Swedes are Lutheran, but still
refer to pastors as “priests”) and bishop.
He was unusual. First, he grew up as an
atheist. Second, after he became a priest,
he wrote novels, i.e., works of fiction, with the goal of teaching
theology. His most famous book is a novel in three parts entitled The Hammer of God. I highly recommend it.
Recently, another one of his books was translated into English and published by 1517. 1517.org is a great website, with
articles, podcasts, and much more. It is worth spending some
time exploring the site. The new book is entitled Faith Alone:
The Heart of Everything. It is a story about two Swedish brothers in the 1540s, beginning about fifteen years
after the Lutheran Reformation, who came to
Sweden. There is an introduction to help clarify some of the historical details. It can be a bit
confusing at times, but one can get the book’s
narrative and theological points without understanding every detail.
Last month I promised to provide what the
book teaches about repentance and show how
sometimes dialogue and story teach things
better than expository writing. I will do so below. But first, spoiler alert. What I will quote
below is some of the best prose/dialogue in
the book, and it comes from the story’s climax.
If you are inclined to buy the book and read it,
I would recommend doing so and not reading
the rest of this article. The theological culmination of the book is better after reading through the 240
pages of narrative.
Giertz presents the true biblical definition of sin through
a conversation between a man named Martin and a priest
named Peter. Peter uses the image of confessing specific sins
as putting these sins on a table. He says, “When all that we
can find is set up on the table, and we believe that the Lord can
now come and see my sins, then we still have a bottomless
stock in front of the table, under the floor and deep within the
heart… and thus in deep within the heart, it is much worse than
all the others together. Martin Luther calls it the sinful person
because it sits in the actual person. Man is born with it. One
sleeps with it. We carry it with us here… and it will be with us
when we lie down on our death beds.”
Martin objects, “but one has to pick that layer of sin up also
and put it with those on the table?”
Peter replies, “if that were possible, yes. But you see, it
is not a stock of solid garments that one can pick up, but it

is only a black hole. And the black hole begets and births
sins without end that pour out onto the ground in a steady
stream.” ¹
Giertz’ image of a black hole reminds us how our sin sucks
everything into our tangled web (to mix metaphors). But then
he describes the black hole as begetting and birthing sins. We
now have a better metaphor, since a black hole destroys but
does not create, to describe this. I recently mentioned in a
sermon that the sinful heart is like a 3-D printer of sins. It constantly produces new ones and can even manufacture its own
idols, and it can do this even faster than the Federal Reserve
can create money out of nothing on its computer.
Giertz then gives us his understanding of repentance, which
is the true Evangelical-Lutheran definition, in a conversation at
the end of the book. One character admits that he is very much
a sinner, but “I will not let anyone take my last crown of glory.”
He identifies this crown as his loyalty to the church.
The priest, Peter, responds, “it is precisely our crowns of
glory that Jesus Christ must take from all of us
before he can be our Savior. Paul says that all
which I considered gain—all—you hear, even
our innocence! That have I counted for shame
so that I may gain Christ.” [Philippians 3:7-11]
The man, Andreas, responds, “But innocence
cannot be sin?”
“Yes, this is precisely what it can be! When
one recognizes it as gain or when one makes it
into a crown of glory and steps before God and
thinks that this shall apply for something before
him—then one libels Christ. Then one takes the
Savior’s glory from him. Do you remember what
St. Paul says: if righteousness could have been
won by the power of the law, then Christ did not
need to die on the cross… [Galatians 2:21]
It is not your sins that separate you from God,
but your virtues. Or more properly: it is that you need to have
something to bring before you step before God. This is why
God has allowed you to be stripped of the shroud of holiness
that you wore in Fröjerum. Not because you were zealous and
pious… but because you made it into an article of faith and into
your righteousness and put it between you and Christ. Now
you are poor, destitute, and naked—like the prodigal son. Now
the heavenly Father stands and waits for you. Now he wants
to fold you in his arms and clothe you with the most precious
garment, which is called Christ’s righteousness, in which not a
single thread is spun by your hands, but for just that reason it
lasts forever.” ²
Giertz’ book describes sin and repentance perfectly from
an orthodox Lutheran perspective. By putting it into a novel, it
becomes more powerful than in a theology textbook. I highly
recommend Faith Alone as well as The Hammer of God.
Pastor Hopman

¹ Bo Giertz, Faith Alone: The Heart of Everything, translated by Bror Erickson (Irvine, Cal.: 1517 Publishing, 2020), 184.
² Ibid., 241-243.
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Grace’s
Gang
Messages from Molly
Molly King, Director
Youth & Family Ministries

m.king@grace43081.org or 614-882-3026.

Vision Statement:

To nurture Youth and Family in Christ
through Bible based teaching, music,
activities and community outreach.

What’s Good for Family Relations? Helping Other Families!
Spend a Saturday and Find Out How Good It Can Be.
Our next Youth and Family event will be Saturday, May 14th at the Disaster Response Warehouse in Caldwell, Ohio. We

will be working with Director Mary Bates on several projects in the warehouse. Mary needs our help putting together all types
of kits that families would need when a natural disaster, such as flooding, tornadoes and fires strikes their community. We will be
boxing and palletizing the kits. We will also be loading the 26’ box truck and the 24’ goose neck trailer so the supplies are
ready to go the moment the next emergency strikes.
The plan is to meet at the church at 8 a.m. and carpool to the warehouse. It is an hour and a half drive to Caldwell. We will
be working from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. So pack a lunch and let’s help the folks at the warehouse help some other families.
Molly will have coolers for water and our lunches. Sign up at the Welcome Center or email Molly at m.king@grace43081.
org. All ages are welcome and needed!

We are collecting items to put together Health Care Kits that will go with the group to the Warehouse on May 14th . You can also put
together your own kit by gathering the items and putting them in a 2 gallon Ziplock bag. There will be baskets to put the items and a bin
to put kits in that are already put together at the Gathering Space. These are the items for the Health Care Kit:
• 1 bath towel • 1 washcloth • 1 shampoo (regular size or 2 travel size) • 1 bar of soap (regular size or 2 travel size) • 1 toothbrush
• 1 pack of floss • 1 toothpaste (2 if travel size) • 1 comb1 deodorant • 1 nail clippers • used Bibles
Also needed are quilts and blankets of any size. Any fabric and design including religious, patriotic/military theme, seasonal.

Operation Christmas Child Update in Ukraine:

Remember the end of last year you donated 95 Shoeboxes stuffed with school items,
socks, toys, etc. for underprivileged children
overseas through Operation Christmas Child
(OCC). You also donated over $1,000 to
cover the shipping costs. Operation Christmas Child has received a report that they have delivered over
660,000 boxes to the Ukraine this winter, and before the war,
470,000 had been distributed. As you watch children fleeing from
the Ukraine with stuffed animals clutched in their arms, realize that
some of those stuffed animals were placed in boxes under God’s
direction, perhaps by some of you, just for a time like this. Additionally, refugees to Romania are receiving boxes at refugee centers.
Every Ukrainian refugee child that has stayed at the OCC partner
church in Moldova during the past several weeks has been given
an Operation Christmas Child shoebox. God had a plan for these
boxes to arrive to Moldova over the holidays because now they
are able to give them to the precious refugee children. Giving the
children the shoebox gifts helps calm the stress and anxiety of
the parents and the kids. It shows them love and gives the kids
and parents something to smile about. The children receive new
toys and can play with the other refugee children staying there too.
Once parents and their children are in a safe, warm shelter, and
have a good meal, and the children are settled with their shoeboxes, our church partners can share Jesus’ love with them.
NURSERY is open! The Nursery is open Sunday mornings during
both services and the Sunday School hour. Trained, professional
sitters are present every week to care for your children, ages 6 and
younger. If you have questions see Molly King.

The VOICE of GRACE

SPIRITUAL
ORPHANS
NETWORK
Dear Members of Grace,
I have received questions about how to help with relief efforts for the people of Ukraine. The NALC has strong ties to the
Ukrainian people through one of our partner ministries, the Spiritual Orphans Network (SON Network). Consider supporting the
people of Ukraine. The SON Network is an official partner ministry.
Their work amidst this devastating conflict is being done openly in
the name of Jesus Christ. Pray for the people in Ukraine and the
families torn apart by the war.
Donations can be made through the Grace giving website https://
www.grace43081.org/giving.html or by placing a donation in the
offering noting “SON” in
the memo.
In Christ,
Molly King,
NALC Disaster Relief
Coordinator for Grace
Spiritual
Orphans
Network

NALC Ukraine
Relief Fund

The Grace book club will be meeting
on April 24th, at 12:15 in the loaves and
fishes cafe. We will be reading “The Enlightenment of Bees” by Rachel Linden.
- Regina Place
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Yarn group continues to
meet at 6:30 on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
Our next get
together is
April 12th.
All are
welcome to come, learn, and chat! Keep
an eye out for some of our handiwork at
the Lenten dinners. -Jodie Arreguin

1 Heifer = 3 Heifers
The Sunday School classes
have almost met their goals to
purchase 1 heifer, 1 alpaca, and 2 flocks of ducks. We have
ordered now because by ordering before the end of March the
value of our donation tripled to 3 heifers, 3 alpacas, and 6
flocks of ducks! We are confident that the classes will soon
reach their goals; the elementary only need 12¢ and the pre-confirmation, confirmation, and adults only need $68.13.

Enjoy nature together this spring.

Lutheran Memorial Camp (LMC)
Family Retreat,
Friday & Saturday, April 22-23.
Deadline to sign-up is April 8
LMC is hosting a family retreat. The Camp is just up the road
about 20 miles in Marengo, Ohio. Enjoy the beauty of outdoors
with your family! Warm up together by a fire, sing songs and roast
a marshmallow on a cool night. Explore the woods on a hike or
splash through one of our creeks. Your family will grow closer together around a camp meal, in worship and Discovery Bible study
as well as through games and activities.
Sleeping arrangements are in cabins grouped by family units.
Space is available now. The deadline to sign-up is April 8 so they
can plan accordingly. Get some families together and make a
date for this outdoors family weekend.
Pricing information, itinerary, and registration is available on-line at

https://www.lomocamps.org/familyspringretreat.

If you have any questions, please call Sarah Odum or Molly King.

High School Service Project Day
Sunday, March 20, was the date of the High
School Service Project. The high schoolers put
together 25 blanket kits purchased by Youth
and Family. The finished blankets are sent
to children in Foster
Care.
My Very Own Blanket
is dedicated to warming the heart of every
child in the foster care
system and other youth
in need with a blanket,
to give them a feeling
of comfort, security and
most of all, a SMILE.

Feed the Hungry Through
RICE BOWLS

Don’t forget to
pick up a Rice Bowl
from the table in the
Gathering space. By
throwing your loose
change in your
Rice Bowl, you help
feed the hungry.
The bowls will be
collected on Easter
Sunday, April 17th.
Donations can also
be made on-line at
https://www.grace43081.org/giving. Click
on Rice Bowls. Go to ricebowls.org for
more information.
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Sunday, July 17

Grace Supper Club had a great
time at BRU Burger last month. We
now have reservations at Adobe
Agave Mexican Restaurant and
Bar on Thursday, April 21 at 6:30
pm. Adobe Agave is located at
8231 North High Street, Columbus
43235. A sign up sheet is at the
Welcome Center Desk. EVERYONE WELCOME! Please join us
for an evening of fun and fellowship.
Any questions, please see either
Bev Grubb or Tami Stone.

to

Thursday, July 21

SAVE THE DATE
for
Vacation Bible School
NOTE: After Easter, begin
watching the bulletins, announcements and the Voice for
volunteer positions needed for
Vacation Bible School.
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COUNCIL NOTES FOR MARCH 2022
The highlights of the March Council meeting are as follows:
• Nelson Grover, John Troutman and Vanessa Stewart gave an
update from the Safety and Security (formerly known as Risk
Management) team. Potential security issues have been identified, and a plan has been provided to Council. Funding was
approved to improve some of the safety and security systems
within the church.
• Vanessa Stewart also provided a report on the Hospitality team.
• Annual landscaping maintenance of the church grounds was
approved.
• Upcoming Facilities projects include replacement of one of the
HVAC systems in the Rose Garden area, painting and drywall
work in the basement, and replacement of the dishwasher in
the kitchen.
• Council continues to prepare for the Strategic Planning Meeting
to occur this Spring.
• February receipts exceeded expenses by $9449, with a year-todate surplus of $16,995.
Respectfully submitted by Tami Banks, Secretary.
Financial Update: If you would like a copy of the full
monthly Treasurer’s Report as presented to council, reach
out to the Treasurer, Melissa Hodak at melissa.hodek@
gmail.com and it will be mailed to you.

Mission Fund Monies Available
Council has adopted a policy to utilize the interest from the
Mission Fund to support the mission of Grace. To that end,
any parishioner may request funds to be used for that purpose. In order to request funds, a short application (available in the office) needs to be completed which explains how
much is needed and how the funds will be used to support
the mission of Grace. The application needs to be returned
to Council before April 1, August 1 or December 1 annually to
be considered for that cycle’s approval. With the help of the
Ministry and Committee leads, Council will then prioritize and
approve funding on a rolling basis. If you have questions, you
can reach out to Julie Young (youngja82@gmail.com).
Join Thrivent for an exclusive
online webinar,
Your Retirement: How To
Take Control Today
with Economist, Author, and Retirement Expert, Tom Hegna.
Tom Hegna authored, Don’t Worry, Retire Happy,a guide to
straightforward retirement planning in uncertain times. Tom
has dedicated himself to helping individuals simplify their retirement journey. During this webinar, Tom will share strategies to help prepare for retirement, avoid living a just-in-case
retirement and enjoy the fruits of your labor.
No products will be sold. For more information visit
Thrivent.com/social.
Two webinars will be held on April 7, 2022
12:30 pm. and 7:30 p.m.

The VOICE of GRACE

ADULT
LEARNING
RUTH CIRCLE (Rose Garden 1))
Ruth Circle will meet in Rose Garden
Room #1 on Monday, April 11th at I:00
p.m. Joanne Figge will lead the discussion on lesson 5, “Wiser by Faith”, based
on Genesis 24: 1-9.
Rella Kehl will provide light refreshments. Please join us. See you there!
SUNDAY MORNING ADULT CLASS
(Fellowship Hall)
“That the World May Know” In the fourth
volume of the “Faith Lessons” series, historian and teacher Ray Vander Laan teaches how
confronting evil can be loudly proclaiming the
name of Jesus or quietly caring for someone in
need. Join the adult class, facilitated by Bill Kulju, in the fellowship hall beginning March 6 at 9:45 for the fourth volume of faith
lessons entitled, Death & Resurrection of the Messiah.
WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY (Fellowship Hall)
The Wednesday Bible study group has
begun a new study for Lent: Hosanna,
A Spiritual Journey Through Holy Week
by Carol Miller of the Kerygma Program.
This is a 5 week study that begins with
Paul. Paul was the first to write about
Christ and Paul’s theology concerning
the Eucharist and the death and resurrection of Jesus is crucial in Christian
theology. If you are interested in joining us on Wednesday mornings at 10:30, contact Molly King,
m.king@grace43081.org.
KATHARINE CIRCLE (Rose Garden 2&3)
Katharine Circle will meet on Monday, April
4, at 1 p.m. Our study is Session 8 - I Am
The True Vine from Portraits of Jesus. Jan
Breen is our leader this month. Please join
us. If you have any questions, please call
Dorothy Crain at 614-264-5304
THE MEN OF - M.O.G. (Loaves and Fishes Cafe’)
MOG will meet Saturday, April 23, (note change of date
for this month only). Jim Caldwell will
lead a session on Kairos, The Prison
Ministry. All men are invited to a light
breakfast, study and fellowship beginning at 8:00 a.m.
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Notes from the Sunday Bulletins

The Simply Giving® Program This QR
code connects you to the mobile version
of Grace’s on-line giving page to give you
a quick and easy way to access our webpage without having to type out a long web
address. Through this link, you can create a
one-time or on-going donation and to specify where you want your gift to be applied.
The Simply Giving® Program (endorsed by
Thrivent Federal Credit Union) is an automated stewardship program that helps members give generously. Scan to Simply Give
Today.
Sign up for emails from Grace Log on to the Grace website at:
www.grace43081.org and under the Members area select
Email sign-up. The emails are only used for Grace email communications which includes announcing upcoming events, changes in
schedules, cancellations and the VOICE of GRACE. Signup with
Sarah Odum in the office.
Dear Grace Member,
Do you have a child or grandchild who is graduating this year? Grace would like to recognize
2021-2022 high school and college graduates in
the June Voice and Sunday, June 5 bulletin.
Please email Molly King (m.king@grace43081.
org), Tom Seamon (tomseamon@att.net), or office@grace43081.org with the
graduate’s name, degree received, major, and
where he or she graduated from. If there are
future plans you would like to share, a photograph, something about their activities at school;
extracurricular activities, interests, honors, and
awards, we would love to include those as well.
The deadline to be included is Tuesday, May 24.
2022 Easter Flower Order Form
Place check in the offering plate or drop off in the office
with “Easter Flowers” noted in the Memo section.
Deadline to order is Sunday, April 3, 2022
NAME______________________________________
PHONE_____________________________________
Number of Plants ordered
____X $4 each: Begonia (assorted colors)
(4-1/2” pot)
$_______
____X $8 each: Lily (4-6 blooms)

$_______

____X $10 each: Tulip (6-1/2” pot)

$_______

____X $10 each: Hyacinth (6-1/2” pot)

$_______

____X $24 each: Azalea (6-1/2” pot)

$_______

____X $24 each: Hydrangea (6-1/2” pot)

$_______

Monetary donation towards Easter Flowers

$_______													

CHECK____ CASH_____ ONLINE_____
Total Amount $___________
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Luther’s Rose

Over the entry to the nave you will
find Luther’s Rose. This Rose was
originally made by Grace Member
Alan Jantz and was installed over the
doors to the current office entry.
After the most recent renovation,
member Larry Cepek restored the
Rose and it now resides over the entry to the nave. Next time you are at church, look up as you enter
the nave to see Alan and Larry’s beautiful work on Luther’s Rose.
Luther interpreted the seal in a July 8, 1530 letter to Lazarus
Spengler, a leader of the Protestant Reformation in Nuremberg, as well as a famous hymn writer.

Grace and peace from the Lord. As you desire to
know whether my painted seal, which you sent to
me, has hit the mark, I shall answer most amiably
and tell you my original thoughts and reason about
why my seal is a symbol of my theology. The first
should be a black cross in a heart, which retains
its natural color, so that I myFROM THE
self would be reminded that
ARCHIVES
faith in the Crucified saves
us. “For one who believes from
the heart will be justified” (Romans 10:10). Although it is
indeed a black cross, which
mortifies and which should
also cause pain, it leaves the
heart in its natural color. It
does not corrupt nature, that
is, it does not kill but keeps
alive. “The just shall live by
faith” (Romans 1:17) but by faith in the crucified.
Such a heart should stand in the middle of a white
rose, to show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace.
In other words, it places the believer into a white,
joyous rose, for this faith does not give peace and
joy like the world gives (John 14:27). That is why the
rose should be white and not red, for white is the
color of the spirits and the angels (cf. Matthew 28:3;
John 20:12). Such a rose should stand in a sky-blue
field, symbolizing that such joy in spirit and faith is
a beginning of the heavenly future joy, which begins
already, but is grasped in hope, not yet revealed. And
around this field is a golden
ring, symbolizing that such
blessedness in Heaven lasts
forever and has no end. Such
blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy and goods, just
as gold is the most valuable,
most precious and best metal. This is my compendium
theologiae [summary of theology]. I have wanted to show
it to you in good friendship,
hoping for your appreciation.
May Christ, our beloved Lord,
be with your spirit until the
life hereafter. Amen.
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The month of March highlighted some beautiful music by the Grace music ministry for the season of Lent.
As we approach the season of Easter, we open the
first Sunday in April with a John Carter arrangement
of What Wondrous Love Is This for trumpet played by
Sammy Gurgiolo. The Voices of Grace Chancel Choir
NOTES
has prepared truly exceptional anthems for Palm SunBy Jeff Daubenmeir
day, Good Friday, and Easter. Palm Sunday will feature
Director of Music Ministries
a classic arrangement of the beautiful hymn, Old Rugged Cross. Easter Sunday will be filled with celebration
by a Brass Quintet assembled by our own Dr. Christopher Hoch. The Hand-bell Choir is rehearsing some of the most
familiar and celebratory pieces of Easter and will share these during the Easter season. The music
ministry is preparing many more wonderful pieces through the month of May including the Handbell Choir, Chancel Choir and Youth Choir and the many talented musicians who comprise these
groups. May 15 will be music Sunday with many great surprises in store!

First and Second Sunday’s in Lent - March 6 and 13, 2022

“For God So Loved the World” - arr. Joseph M. Martin, Grace Singers Chancel Choir
“Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” - arr. David Paxton, Martha Crist - piano; Linda Hoch - organ

Third Sunday in Lent March 20, 2022

8:30 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
- arr. Gilbert M. Martin
Grace Singers Chancel Choir
11:00 “Were You There/ There Is a Balm in Gilead”
- arr. Brant Adams
Maria Laderman - flute; Linda Hoch - piano

Fourth Sunday in Lent March 27, 2022

8:30 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” - arr. David Paxton, Martha Crist - piano; Linda Hoch - organ
11:00 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” - arr. Gilbert M. Martin, Grace Singers Chancel Choir
Grace Singers Chancel Choir Rehearsal meets on Wednesdays around 7:30 PM after mid-week Lenten service in
the sanctuary. Contact Jeff Daubenmire, Director of Music, music@grace43081.org
Grace Ringers Adult Bell Choir meets on Wednesday for rehearsals from 6 -6:45 PM. Contact Maria Laderman,
Director Grace Ringers, laderman522@yahoo.com

The VOICE of GRACE
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Blood Mobile at Grace - An Investment in our Community.

The Red Cross sets up shop at Grace 6 times each year, which is the max times you can give - spaced
so you can give at Grace all year!. From noon to 6 p.m. on those days, the Gathering space, from the office
doors through the Loaves and Fishes Cafe is abuzz with Red Cross personnel and staff checking donors in,
processing them, drawing blood, and packing the units safely away. Vanessa Stewart coordinates this massive effort with the Red Cross and reported that the last drive on
March 8, 2022 again surpassed the expected goals. 59 units of
blood, including 4 power red cell procedures (which counts for 8
units) were collected. Vanessa indicated that these units have the
potential to save 177 lives. She also noted that of the 59 units collected, 19 were from
members of Grace. Making the church available for this important activity and having
members participate is an example of our community outreach effort. Thanks to Vanessa and those who donated for making it a successful and valuable endeavor.
The next Red Cross visit to Grace
will be Tuesday, May 17, 2022.
Be a life giving hero, give blood.

Pictured at top left is Jim Caldwell during his blood
draw. At right is Marge Cepek finishing up her donation. Left is a picture of JIm Kehl, who has donated
47+ gallons of blood (and counting) in his young life.
These heroes have saved countless lives.

Minico’s Italian
RESTAURANT
1180 County Line Road
614 899 1100
www.minicositalian.com

Westerville Habitat Partnership
Fund Raiser
May 9, 10 & 11
15% of your bill will be donated to Habitat
Just mention Westerville Habitat
Dining room opens Tuesday-Saturday 4-8 p.m.
Take out Monday – Saturday 11-8pm

Thank you to everyone who participated in the City BBQ
fundraiser for Westerville Habitat Partnership. The $440
earned has been earmarked to pay for occasional operating
expenses so that all monies raised at our Christmas Concert, summer historic site tour “Tapestry of a Town”, and the
Soup for Shelter events go 100% to build homes! We are
building our 76th home now! (see below)
If you have an interest in physically helping to build Habitat homes, contact Joanne Figge (614-207-1061).Joanne
will introduce you to the volunteer trainer at Delaware and
Union County Habitat for Humanity.
The latest build,
the Apostles’ Build,
is nearing completion. The Dedication Ceremony
will take place on
Saturday, April 23
HOME DEDICATION
at 212 E. Winter
CEREMONY
Saturday, April 23, 2022
St. in Delaware,
212 Winter St.
Delaware, Ohio
Ohio.
EVERYONE WELCOME

Flowers for 2022: Flowers at Grace can honor a special event, remember a loved one or simply give glory to God.
You may sign up at the welcome center, on-line or call the office. The actual cost of flowers has increased to $75.00
a Sunday. The suggested donation will now be $30. Since that does not cover the cost, this donation is not to purchase flowers for your own, but contribute for the enjoyment of all. After the service, the arrangement is moved to
the welcome center for the following week to enhance our space even longer.
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W.A.R.M. Executive Director Looks at the
Positives in 2021’s Difficult Times

Our First Fruits

You will be enriched in every way for all generosity,
which produces thanksgiving to God through us.
-2 Cor 9:11

Another Great Month of Sharing

Kathy Wahlenmaier, Financial Manager, has reported that as of MARCH 7 the monthly First Fruits donations were $835 which brings the Year to date total to
$2.135.
The Food and Hygiene donations to this date is 2,042
pounds. Thanks everyone.
YOUR GENEROSITY IS CONTAGIOUS
Cut out and collect these items for the
A P R I L First Fruits Grocery Carts
This is the list of food and personal hygiene products
most needed for MARCH. W.A.R.M. continues to pack
these items in boxes for their clients along with basic necessities and a frozen meat item.
Any of these items are greatly appreciated.
Thank you again for your support of WARM and
the Westerville Community

Cereal, Brown Rice
Hamburger Helper
Sauerkraut
Whole Tomatoes, Stewed Tomatoes
Dry Navy/Black/Butter Beans
Black Pepper, Salt,
Honey
Baking Soda, Cooking Oil
Pam Spray
Place ONLY non-perishable items into grocery carts.
W.A.R.M. cannot accept food that has reached
its expiration date.
Fresh produce is always welcome especially
early in the week.
Deliver Fresh produce donations to: 150 Heatherdown
Dr. Mon-Fri, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

If you have questions
about Grace’s First Fruits Ministry,
please call
Karen Bale at 614-506-3331.

The VOICE of GRACE

This past year presented many challenges as we continued to navigate through the many changing circumstances
surrounding the ongoing pandemic. However, in the midst of
these challenges, we also had many reasons to celebrate.
Among WARM’s celebrations this past fiscal year were the
following:
• Maintained operations and services as the pandemic
dragged on
• Accomplished the largest Holiday Food Drive in the history
of WARM
• Introduced WARM’s ONLINE Choice Market
• Continued commitment of WARM’s many volunteers –
hours served equivalent to 12 full-time employees
• Provided food assistance to 23,606 individuals by supplying
454,122 meals
• Expanded the number of Kids Lunch Club sites and added
shelf stable breakfasts for a total of 55,555 meals provided
to children in need over the summer months
• Over 45,000 meals provided through WARM’s weekend
Share Bac A Pac program
• Over $3 million in cumulative client earnings were realized
through our Way2Work program
• Secured new heaters, truck, van, power pallet jack, and
soon to be installed freezer
• Beautiful mural painted at our entrance showcasing a
biblical message of hope for all who visit our facility
• Prepared for the launch of WARM’s THRIVE Program,
designed to help clients move from struggling to thriving
through a series of initiatives
The celebration will continue into 2022 as WARM recognizes
its golden anniversary. As we look back with gratitude at our
accomplishments, we are also looking forward to what this next
year will bring. We are not resting on our laurels but poised to
embrace the future with preparations and goals that will support
and sustain WARM for the next 50 years. Please review our
annual report (available at https://www.warmwesterville.org/) to
learn more about the impact WARM is having on our community. And I invite you to celebrate and join with our staff, donors,
and volunteers as we pledge to continue to feed both the bodies
and souls of those most in need in Westerville.
Thank you for your support.
WARMest regards, Scott Marier, Executive Director

If you would like to become
involved with W.A.R.M.

There are several of our members who
are hands on participants with this vital
Westerville ministry. Lois Rumph and Joanne Figge are involved with the weekly
Share Bac a Pac. Ande Ucubagabriel carries groceries to clients in their cars as they come through the W.A.R.M. parking
lot. Karen Bale organizes the collection and delivery of the First
Fruits donations. Joanne also works in the freezer during client
pickup days. Jim Shore handles many miscellaneous functions
at the building on a regular basis.
Talk to the folks named above for more information or contact :
Julia Smith, julia@warmwesterville.org, for details.

Page 9

Birthdays
2-APRIL...........................JAMES CAIN
2-.............................MARISSA PRIEST
6-................................STANLEY ROAN
6-......................................SETH ROWE
7-.................................CONNIE HIMES
9-.......................................... RELLA KEHL
9-................................ MELANIE MOORE
10-..................................KEVIN THUMAN
11-.................................. MATTHEW KILE
11-................................ RUDY KOLBERG
11-.................................ANN WOODARD
13-................................. LUCINDA ODUM
13-......................... MARK SCHROEDER
15-................................... MACY BRAATZ
16-...........................NANCY GURGIOLO
16-.....................................CAEL MOORE
17-............................MARTHA NEWTON
17-........................... CHRIS TROUTMAN
20-...............................DONALD REITER
21-..............................DOROTHY CRAIN
23-....................................JULIE BRAATZ
25-.............................. DYLAN GORGIAS
25-.....................................PEGGY KOCH
26-.................................... CHRIS BANKS
26-...........................JASON HOCKSTOK
26-............................MARIA LADERMAN
27-........................... BETHANY NICKOLI
28-................................. PATTI SHILLING
28-.......................................JANICE WILL
29-............................ERNESTINE DIETZ
29-......................................JULIE WELLS
30-........................... LAVINIA FRANCIES
30-.............. KATHRYN SHINABARGAR
1-MAY....... CHRISTOPHER DYCHALA
2-....................................... JACOB KOTIK
4-.............................. OWEN DETEMPLE
4-.................CHRISTINE SCHROEDER
“Let each of you
look not only to
his own interests,
but also to the
interests of
others.”

Anniversaries
Remember
in our
Prayers

Marge Zimmermann,
Judy Moffett,
Ray Bertelson,
Carol Walker,
Lorraine Reiter,
Clarence Clapham,
Janice Hardick,
Joan Hassler,
Shawn Turnbull,
The Families of
Ashley Stitt, Joseph
Drakulich and Dave
Fritzsche

4-APR
688914262828-

MARK & SHANNON SCHROEDER. . .. 23
JOHN & JOYCE KNAPE................................54
ROBERT & LINDA ANDREWS JR................50
CHARLES & PAULA WASHBURN...............61
JOANN & DON SLEMMER............................42
TOM & BARB MOSER....................................43
WILLIAM & JANE MENGES..........................19
GLEN & JEANICE ALEXANDER..................59
BOB & BILLIE BOWER..................................65

1-MAY JOANNE & CHRIS FIGGE.............................41
1JEFF & JACKIE WASHBURN.......................18
2ROGER & JULIE WELLS...............................52

And above all these put on love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
-Colossians 3:14 ESV

The Altar Guild met Saturday, March 26, 10 a.m.-noon in Loaves and Fishes
Café. Coffee and sweets were served as the teams reviewed the altar duties and welcomed new members. They visited the Sacristy, the Altar and other ares of the worship
space that are in their care and reviewed the supplies associated with each. The Guild
presently has four teams that are scheduled throughout the year. New members are
always welcome and needed. Vanessa Stewart coordinates this vital ministry. Please
contact Vanessa for
more information at
vschpn55@gmail.com
or 614-588-2712.

-Philippians 2:4
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

100 E. Schrock Road, Westerville, OH 43081

Office Hours:

Monday thru Thurs. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. to Noon
PH: 614-882-3026 e-mail: office@grace43081.org
Website: www.grace43081.org
Facebook: facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville
Grace Lutheran has been serving the Westerville community for more than 112 years, supporting local ministries such as the
Westerville Area Resource Ministry (W.A.R.M.), Westerville Partnership Habitat for Humanity and the Westerville CROP Walk.
Grace also supports Lutheran Social Services programs like Faith Mission and provides weekly space for Boy Scout Troop 007
and three AA groups. The Red Cross Bloodmobile, Vacation Bible School, the Autism Buddy Camp and Joyful Noise Concerts
also are a benefit to the Westerville community.
We invite our guests
To our guests
to accept a “Guest Bag”
Grace Staff
that contains information
about Grace Evangelical
Pr. Nicholas Hopman
n.hopman@grace43081.org
Lutheran Church. The
Cell 609-455-6216
ERE
TO
guest bags are located
OU’RE H
Y
D
A
L
G
Molly King, Director of Youth and Family Ministries
WE’RE
at the Welcome Center,
Commissioned Lay Minister
located just outside the entrance to the sanctuary. Ask an
Cell 614-581-6675
m.king@grace43081.org
usher or any member for assistance.
Jeffery Daubenmire, Director of Music
				
music@grace43081.org
Vision Statement
Sarah Odum, Business Manager
We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered
				
s.odum@grace43081.org
community of faith, inviting all, growing in
Linda Hoch, Organist
lkgraf102078@earthlink.net
discipleship, sharing in ministries.

OME
WELCC
GRA E

Kathy Wahlenmaier, Financial Manager
				
k.wahlenmaier@grace43081.org
Maria Laderman, Director, Bell Choir
				
laderman522@yahoo.com
Fred Pfanz, Sacristan
Pfanz1@aol.com
John Kleberg, Archivist

archives@grace43081.org

2022 Church Council
President....................................................... Julie Young
		
614-572-4522........................ youngja82@gmail.com
Vice President......................................... Andy Laderman
		
614-579-8174...................... aladerman79@gmail.com.
Treasurer.................................................. Melissa Hodek
		
330-416-7705..................melissa.hodek@gmail.com
Secretary........................................................Tami Banks
		 614-302-9021............................tami.banks@gmail.com
Senior Pastor..................................... Pr. Nicholas Hopman
609-455-6216................ n.hopman@grace43081.org
Members at Large:
Jim Caldwell
		
614-818-3975................................... jtcfms@aol.com
Linda Reasoner
		 614-638-1893 ................... reasonerl@columbus.rr.com
Becky Seifert
		
614-378-6023..................... seifertbecky@yahoo.com
Randy Stoll
		
614-882-2962 .................... rstoll3@columbus.rr.com

The VOICE of GRACE

Mission Statement
Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to
grow disciples and serve our community.
Holy Communion
EVERY Sunday Morning
Two Worship Services: 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School
Youth Sunday School classes K-5 are in session
9:45 to 10:45 upstairs in the Preschool room.
Adult classes are held at 9:45 a.m.
in Fellowship Hall.
The Loaves and Fishes Cafe is open.

We are a congregation of the
North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
The NALC embraces four core values:
Christ Centered, Mission Driven,
Traditionally Grounded and
Congregationally Focused.
The NALC is focused on living out
Christ’s Great Commission to go and make disciples in
North America and around the globe.
We invite you to learn more
about Grace congregation and the NALC.
Phone: +1 888 551 7254 • E-mail: info@thenalc.org
Website: thenalc.org
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 E. Schrock Road
Westerville, OH 43081
Office Phone: 614-882-3026
Email: office@grace43081.org
Website: www.grace43081.org

Place address label here

We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
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3. Grace’s Gang - Messages from Molly / Operation Christmas Child Report / Spiritual Orphans Network /
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5. Council Notes / Mission Funds / Adult Learning / Thrivent Financial Webinar
6. Luther’s Rose / Notes from Bulletins / 2022 Graduate Recognition / Easter Flower Order
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