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   Welcome to Grace  
 

We give thanks that you have come to Grace to worship in God’s house.  
 
To our guests — We invite you to worship with us often and consider our family of faith 
yours.   
 
Everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin.  Large Print Bulletins and Quiet 
Books (for our very young worshipers) are available from the ushers. 
 
Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system to accommodate hearing 
difficulties.  Please ask the sound technician for a receiver. 
  
Please turn off or silence your personal communication device.  
We also ask that you not bring food or drink into our worship space.   
 
We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). The NALC 
embraces four core values: Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded and 
Congregationally Focused.  The NALC is focused on living out Christ’s Great 
Commission to go and make disciples in North America and around the globe.  We invite 
you to learn more about our congregation and the NALC. 
 

         
 

Ash Wednesday 
Ashes remind us of our sin and mortality. We are no different than Israel, David, the 
Corinthians, or the disciples in that we all fall short of God’s standards and need Jesus to 
reconcile us to the Father. Even our piety is tainted by sin as we practice prayer, giving, 
and serving with ill motives. We, like David, cry, “Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
Renew in me a right spirit.” We yearn for God’s presence.  
 
 
PRELUDE    Maria Laderman - flute; Linda Hoch - organ 
"A Lenten Prelude" - arr. Charles Callahan 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING HYMN            "Savior, When in Dust to You"  
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INVOCATION 
 

 P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 
 
LENTEN INVITATION 
 

 P Brothers and Sisters:  God created us to experience joy in communion with Him,  
  to love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all of His creation.  But sin  
  separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the  
  life our Creator intended for us.  Also, by our sin, we grieve our Father, who does 
  not desire us to come under His judgement, but to turn to Him and live.  
 
  As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that  
  leads us away from the love of God and neighbor.  Repentance, fasting, prayer,  
  and works of love – the disciplines of Lent – help us to wage our spiritual warfare.  
  I invite you, therefore, to commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your  
  sins, asking our Father for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline.   

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
 P Almighty God, merciful Father,   
 C I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities  
  with which I have offended you, and for which I justly deserve your   
  punishment.  But I am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for your 
  boundless mercy.  For the sake of the suffering and death of your Son,  
  Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive  
  my sins, give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, and  
  bring me to life everlasting.  Amen.  
 
Please be seated. 

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

    You are invited to come forward to receive ashes. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
 A Merciful God,  
 C turn our hearts toward you, bringing us to repentance. Through your 
  great mercy, grant us clean hearts and renew in us a right spirit;  
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and  
  the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 
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The Word 
 
FIRST READING:   Isaiah 58:1-12  
 
1Shout out, do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments, 
  they delight to draw near to God. 
 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the Lord? 
 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them, 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you, 
  the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
 9Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
 If you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
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 10if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11The Lord will guide you continually, 
  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
  and make your bones strong; 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water, 
  whose waters never fail. 
 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in.  
 

 L The word of the Lord.       
 C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 51:1-17  

 
Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 
Tone 
 
 L Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
   in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
 C 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
   and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 L 

3
For I know 

|
 my offenses, 

   and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
 C 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
   so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.   
  Refrain 
 L 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
   a sinner from my | mother's womb. 
 C 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
   and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 L 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
   wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
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 C 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
   that the body you have broken | may rejoice.  Refrain 
 L 9Hide your face | from my sins, 
   and blot out | all my wickedness. 
 C 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
   and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
 L 11Cast me not away | from your presence, 
   and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 
 C 12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 
   and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.  Refrain 
 L 13Let me teach your ways | to offenders, 
   and sinners shall be re- | stored to you. 
 C 14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of | my salvation, 
   and my tongue shall sing | of your righteousness. 
 L 15O Lord, o- | pen my lips, 
   and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise. 
 C 16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | I would give it. 
   You are not pleased | with burnt offering. 
 L 17The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit; 
   a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will | not despise.  Refrain 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10  
 

Paul explained to the believers in Corinth that as Christ followers, they were called to be 
ambassadors for Christ, representing him wherever they went and working for 
reconciliation among all people. This would require great endurance and strength, and 
yet through it all, God would guide them in their kingdom work.  
 
20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him 
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in 
vain. 2For he says, 
 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no 
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as 
servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, 
in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 
nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine 
love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the 
right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are 
treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, 
and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing 
everything.  
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  L The word of the Lord. 
 C Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL     Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  
 

Jesus instructed his disciples in the ways in which they practiced prayer and generosity. 
They were not to broadcast it around town; instead, they were to keep it quiet so that 
their reward came from God and not from any person’s praise.  
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6th chapter. 
 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be 
seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
  2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell 
you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
  5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray 
in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I 
tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and 
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 
  

16
“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 

their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your 
fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 
  19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume 
and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  
 

  P The gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
MESSAGE                  Pastor Matt Cox 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                 "I Lay My Sins on Jesus"    
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APOSTLES’  CREED 
 

A We confess our Christian faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

 C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated.  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                 Maria Laderman - flute; Linda Hoch - piano  
"Were You There/ There Is a Balm in Gilead" - arr. Brant Adams      

     

Please stand. 
 

PREFACE 
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 P It is indeed right and salutary . . . The Presider continues with the preface, 
  concluding:...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  

 P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread,  
  gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples and said, “Take, eat, 
  this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

  In the same way he also took the cup after supper, gave thanks,  
  and gave it to them, and said, “Take and drink it all of you.  
  This cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is poured out for you 
  for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it,  
  in remembrance of me.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER        
 

P Together we pray. 
C Our Father,  
    who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,      
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Please be seated.  
  
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood who are baptized in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and 

risen, is truly present in and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life and 
salvation. 

 
Children who do not commune are invited forward to receive a blessing.   

You may receive the Communion Wine by taking a communion glass from the tray  
as it is offered to you.  

As always, the common cup is offered for those who desire to use it, everyone is also 
welcome to use the individual cups. If you desire the common cup, please point to it as the 

individual cups pass by you.  
Grape juice is available in the center of the communion tray.  

After you have received, please place the empty communion glass in the basket 
provided 

(Gluten-free hosts are available by telling the person giving the host) 
 



13 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC           Maria Laderman - flute; Linda Hoch - piano  
 "What Wondrous Love Is This" - arr. Anthony Giamanco  
 
After communion is finished, please stand. 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 C Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through  
  the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you  
  would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent  
  love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 C Amen.  
 

 The Sending 
BLESSING  
        

 P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ grant you peace.  
 C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN              “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”  
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DISMISSAL 
 

 P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 C Thanks be to God! 
 

We leave in silence. 
 

Offering: A basket will be placed by the baptismal font for offering. Offerings can be 
placed in the basket before or after the service. 
 

                
 

Remember in our prayers… Call Committee, future senior pastor, Carol Russell, Bob 
Bower, Stephanie Foos, Barbara Muller, Shawn Turnbull, Mary Ross, Will Stoll, 
Clarence Clapham, Janice Hardick, Joan Hassler, the family of Rebecca 
Kolberg, the family of Barbara Reardon 

 

                

 

Notes & News 
 

WELCOME, GUESTS!     We welcome you as our guest in our church home and invite 
you to continue to worship with us.   
 

Service Recording: The recorded service will be available at www.grace43081.org. 
 

40 DAYS, 40 ITEMS LENTEN PROJECT: Wednesday, February 22 is the first day of Lent - a 40
-day period leading up to Easter. During this time, many choose to give something up or do 
something extra. This year, we challenge you to join us in doing both. THE CHALLENGE: Every 
day, find one item in your home that you don't need and put it in this bag. As you do this, take a 
few minutes to reflect and count your blessings. The Sunday after Easter, April 16-23, bring the 
bag to Grace and feel good knowing that your unwanted items will help fund life-changing 
programs that serve those in need. Please keep bags to 40 items. Bags will be donated to 
Common Ground Free Store. 
 

At the back of the church, on the table as you leave is a book by Eric Metaxas, 
“Letter to the American Church.” These books have been donated by a member who 
hopes you will read the book and pass it along to someone you care about. Please take 
one per family and enjoy! 

           
 

 

Scan to Simply Give  

This QR code connects you to the mobile version of Grace’s online giving page to 
give you a quick and easy way to access our webpage without having to type out a 
long web address. Through this link, you can create a one-time or on-going 
donation and to specify where you want your gift to be applied. The Simply 

Giving® Program (endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union) is an automated stewardship 
program that helps members give generously. Scan to Simply Give today. 
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Music Notes  

 
“A Lenten Prelude” – arr. Charles Callahan 
This piece for flute and organ is based on three chorale tunes: 
HERZLIEBSTER JESU – This German hymn (“Ah, Holy Jesus”) by Johann Heerman (1585-
1647) was based on a Latin meditation by Jean de Fécamp (d. 1078) (the seventh in a group of 
Meditationes formerly attributed to St. Augustine of Hippo).  Heerman’s many tribulations 
(severely ill as a child, eye troubles, his wife’s death, losing all possessions in the Thirty Years’ 
War, the pestilence of 1631, and forced retirement from the ministry by throat trouble) found a 
sympathetic note in the medieval meditation on the undeserved sufferings of Christ.   
A LA VENUE DE NOËL – This hymn (“With Body Bent”) is based on Luke 13:10-17 where Jesus 
heals a crippled woman on the Sabbath. 
LOVE UNKNOWN – The text for this hymn (“My Song is Love Unknown”) by Samuel Crossman 
(1624-1683) is a poem from his book of nine poems, The Young Man’s Meditations, or Some 
Few Sacred Poems upon Selected Subjects and Scriptures (1664).   The tune LOVE UNKNOWN 
was composed by John Ireland (1879-1962) at the request of Geoffrey Shaw.  Shaw handed 
Ireland a copy of this hymn text and asked him to write a tune for it.  Within a few minutes, 
Ireland had jotted down this tune on the back of a menu.   
 
“Were You There/ There Is a Balm in Gilead” – arr. Brant Adams 
The text for the hymn “Were You There” is anonymous and also appears as “Have you heard 
how they crucified my Lord?”.  George Pullen Jackson lists as the earliest-known printed source, 
Old Plantation Hymns, compiled by William E. Barton in 1899.  Tradition ascribes its origin to 
black slaves who interpreted biblical stories in spontaneous song.  The tune is also anonymous 
and first appeared in its present form in Frederick J. Work’s Folk Songs of the American Negro 
(1907).  
It is probable that the spiritual, “There Is a Balm in Gilead”, grew out of slaves’ experience of 
hymns by Charles Wesley and John Newton, for both used the phrase “sin-sick soul.”  In 
Jeremiah 8:22 the question is asked, “Is there no balm in Gilead?” and the expected answer is 
“No.” But, the spiritual turns the negative into affirmation, and hopelessness into hope.  The balm 
of Gilead may have been from a local tree or bought from Eastern Caravans passing through, but 
the balm of the spiritual is Christ.   
 
“What Wondrous Love Is This” – arr. Anthony Giamanco 
It is generally agreed that the author of the text for this hymn is unknown, though The Hesperian 
Harp (1848) attributes the original words to Alexander Means, a Methodist preacher in Oxford, 
Georgia.  It appeared in a number of 19

th
 century hymnals, including The Sacred Harp (1844).  

The tune WONDROUS LOVE appeared in Billy Walker’s Southern Harmony (1835), and it has 
the characteristics of traditional Anglo-American folk melodies of Elizabethan tradition.  George 
Pullen Jackson, in The Story of the Sacred Harp (1844-1944), has pointed out its resemblance to 
a tune used for 250 years with a song about the pirate, Captain Kidd.   
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The Season of Lent at Grace – 2023 
 

Come join us for the Wednesday evening services during Lent.  
Beginning March 1, there will be a light meal starting at 6:00 pm 

and the service starts at 7:00 pm.  
This year we are doing a Monologue series titled “Telling Their 

Stories, Encounters with Jesus” by the Rev. Mark Braaten. These 
monologues focus on the cross. Each are written from the 

perspectives of a biblical character who participated in the Passion 
of our Lord.  

The suppers’ freewill offering will support our Vacation Bible 
School.  

 
Wednesdays after Ash Wednesday:   

Light Meals at 6 PM, Worship at 7 PM 
 
 March 1 –  Malchus-Servant, played by Jim Caldwell  
 March 8  –  Nicodemus-Leader, played by Larry Schaller  
 March 15 – Pilate-Governor, played by Larry Seifert 
 March 22 – Judas-Disciple, played by Tom Gurgiolo  
 March 29 – The Centurion Soldier, played by Jon Brill  
 

Holy Week Schedule 
  
 April 2  – Palm Sunday, 8:30am and 11:00am 
 April 6  – Maundy Thursday, 7pm 
 April 7  – Good Friday, 7pm 
 April 9  – Easter, 8:30am and 11:00am (9:30am Easter Breakfast) 
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Serving Today 

 
PRESIDER/PREACHER Pastor Matt Cox 
 
ASSISTING MINISTER Molly King, Commissioned Lay Minister 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC Jeff Daubenmire 
 
ORGANIST     Linda Hoch 
 
SACRISTAN   Fred Pfanz 
 
CANTOR   Jeff Daubenmire 
 
LECTOR   Sarah Odum 
 
ACOLYTE   Emily Odum 
 
ALTAR GUILD Team 3 Lois Bernhardt, Jodie Arreguin, Dorotha Fuhrman,  
    Verna Kreachbaum, Amy Quinn, Linda Reasoner,  
    Ellen Paulus, Joanne Figge 
 
USHERS   Aaron Bally, Joe Moleno  
 
COMMUNION   Chris Banks 
ASSISTANT 
 
SOUND TECHNICIANS Chris Banks, Dan George, Paul Grant, Eric Bush 
  
 

 
The 2023 Lenten Devotional, "Loved and Freed," is 
now available from the North American Lutheran 
Church! As we enter the ancient season of Lent, we are 
invited to walk with Jesus through His journey of sacrifice 
and triumph, from His baptism to His crucifixion and finally 
to His resurrection on Easter Sunday, where we find 
ultimate love and freedom. 
 
Learn more about all the ways you can access this 
devotional, including the downloadable print version, as 
well as daily website posts, emails, texts, podcasts, and 
Facebook videos: thenalc.org/lent  
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100 East Schrock Road, Westerville, Ohio 43081 
Phone: (614)  882-3026  
E-mail: office@grace43081.org 
Website:  www.grace43081.org 
http://www.facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm, Fri 9am-Noon 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church has been serving the Westerville community for more than 108 years, 
supporting local ministries such as the Westerville Area Resource Ministry, Westerville Partnership Habitat for 
Humanity, and Westerville CROP Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran Social Services programs like Faith Mis-
sion and provides weekly meeting space for Boy Scout Troop 007 and four AA groups. 
 

Vision Statement:   We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered community of faith, inviting all,  
       growing in discipleship, sharing in ministries. 
 

Mission Statement:   Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to grow disciples and serve our  
         community. 
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