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Epiphany Day was Friday, January 6, 2023. 
The Season after the Epiphany extends 
through February 21, the day before Lent be-
gins. The color for the Season after the Epiph-
any is green to symbolize growth and life.

Lent 2023 begins Wednesday, February 22 
and ends Saturday, April 8. The color for the 
season of Lent is purple. Purple symbolizes 
repentance as well as the royalty of Christ as 
King of all Kings.

Encounters
With 

Jesus
This year during Lent we 

will be having a Lenten Dra-
ma Series, “Telling Their 
Stories, Encounters with 
Jesus.” The series consists 
of five dramatic monologues 
that focus on the cross. 
Each are written from the 
perspectives of a biblical 
character who participated 
in the Passion of our Lord. 
The first monologue is Wednesday, March 1 featur-

ing  Malchus, a Servant (played by Jim Caldwell). The 
following weeks we will hear from: Nicodemus, Leader 
(Larry Schaller); Pilate, Governor (Larry Seifert); Judas, 
Disciple (Tom Gurgiolo) and The Centurion, Soldier 
(Jon Brill).

Short Stack or Tall Stack
Chris Cakes is flipp’en pancakes at us 

on Shrove Tuesday 
in the East Narthex 

Don’t miss the fun, pancakes, sausage 
and all the trimmings. 

Cost: $5 per person - pay at the door. 
Come one, come all, bring your neighbors

Shrove
Tuesday

February 21, 2023
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
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2022 Church Council
President Jim Caldwell    

614-361-6631 jtcfms@aol.com
Vice President Julie Young

614-572-4522  youngja82@gmail.com
Treasurer Melissa Hodek

330-416-7705 melissa.hodek@gmail.com
Secretary Tami Banks 

614-302-9021 tami.banks@gmail.com
Interim Pastor 

614-327-4328
Pr. Matt Cox 

mcox54@hotmail.com

Members at Large:
Lisa Kuhar 

614-565-7396
Andy Laderman 

614-579-8174
Ted Ray 

614-886-8272  
Becky Seifert 

lisakuhar@gmail.com  

aladerman79@gmail.com  

tedray55@msn.com 

seifertbecky@yahoo.com
614-378-6023

North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
 The NALC embraces four core values:

Christ Centered,  Mission Driven,  Traditionally 
Grounded and Congregationally Focused. 

The NALC is focused on living out
Christ’s Great Commission to go and make disci-

ples in North America and around the globe. 
Learn more about Grace and the NALC.

Phone: +1 888 551 7254  •
E-mail: info@thenalc.org   Website: thenalc.org

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
100 E. Schrock Road, Westerville, OH 43081

  Office Hours:  Office Hours:
Monday thru Thurs. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   -  Friday 9 a.m. to NoonMonday thru Thurs. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   -  Friday 9 a.m. to Noon

PH: 614-882-3026   •   e-mail: office@grace43081.org  •   Website: www.grace43081.org
Facebook: facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville

Grace Lutheran has been serving the Westerville community for more than 112 years, supporting local ministries such as the Westerville Area 
Resource Ministry (W.A.R.M.), Westerville Partnership Habitat for Humanity and the Westerville CROP Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran 
Social Services programs like Faith Mission and provides weekly space for Boy Scout Troop 007 and three AA groups. The Red Cross Blood-
mobile, Vacation Bible School, the Autism Buddy Camp and Joyful Noise Concerts also are a benefit to the Westerville community.

Matt Cox, Interim Pastor  mcox54@hotmail.com
614-327-4328

Molly King, Director of Youth and Family Ministries
614-581-6675 m.king@grace43081.org

Jeffery Daubenmire, Director of Music
music@grace43081.org

Linda Hoch, Organist  lkgraf102078@earthlink.net

Sarah Odum, Business Manager
s.odum@grace43081.org

Debbie Yoho, Financial Manager 
d.yoho@grace43081.org

Jon Sweet, Facilities Manager 
facility@grace43081.org 

Maria Laderman, Director, Bell Choir
laderman522@yahoo.com

Fred Pfanz, Sacristan Pfanz1@aol.com
John Kleberg, Archivist archives@grace43081.org
Tom Seamon, Editor - Voice of Grace

seatom5853@gmail.com

Grace Staff Worship Services
Holy Communion

EVERY Sunday Morning
Two Worship Services: 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School
Youth Sunday School classes K-5 

9:45 to 10:45 upstairs in the Preschool room.
Confirmation and High School 

9:45 to 10:45.Basement Youth Room
Adult Learning 

9:45 a.m. Fellowship Hall
The Nursery

Open Sunday mornings during both 
services and the Sunday School hour.

Vision Statement
We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered community of faith, inviting all, 

growing in discipleship, sharing in ministries. 
Mission Statement

Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to grow disciples and serve our community.

We invite our guests to accept a “Guest Bag”  that contains  
information about Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

The guest bags are located at the Welcome Center, just 
outside the entrance to the sanctuary.  Ask an usher or any 
member for assistance.

To our guests

WELCOMEWELCOME
TOTO  GRACEGRACE
          WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE

Karen Bale 614-506-3331   bale.karen@gmail.com
Chris Hoch 614-648-0601   hoch.4@buckeyemail.osu.edu
Regina Place 614-623-1452 ottrm2@gmail.com
Gregg Rearick 614-483-2747 grearick@yahoo.com
Abby Reynolds 614-849-8299 areynolds364@gmail.com
Vanessa Stewart  614-588-2712 vschpn55@gmail.com

CALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

“Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and

straining forward to what lies ahead.” Phil. 3:13

Call Committee Update
from Chris Hoch

The Call Committee has completed its work on the Con-
gregational Profile, and we are truly excited at how it turned 
out! The profile was published with the NALC during the last 
full week of January, and prospective pastors from all over 
the nation can now freely read about the incredible spiritual 
community that is Grace Lutheran Church in Westerville. The 
profile’s introductory paragraph has been posted on the Call 
Process Checklist, which is located in the fellowship area at 
the front of the church, and members of the congregation are 

see Call Committee - Page 3
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For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

— 1 Corinthians 1:18 RSV
In the lectionary, we recently heard from St. Paul’s first letter 

to the Corinthians, chapter 1, where the apostle writes contrast-
ing the wisdom of God and the foolishness of humanity.

The word of the cross speaks to us clearly, calling us to put to 
death sin, disobedience and foolishness, embracing God’s truth 
— the word of the cross, which is Christ crucified and risen. If 
this says anything to us in the Church, it should free us to al-
ways be ready to die to ourselves and embrace new paths, new 
directions and new opportunities for mission and ministry. And 
yet, our congregations often seem to be locked into patterns, 
programs and ways of being church that are leading to stag-
nation at best and, at worst, decline. Still, we keep doing the 
same things the same ways, expecting and hoping for different 
outcomes and results. 

Albert Einstein is frequently quoted as saying, “Insanity is 
doing the same thing over and over again, expecting different 
results.” While it seems that quote may not have originated 
with Einstein (some claim he never said it, but it comes from a 
work of fiction in 1983), still, it rings true. And nowhere is that 
more obvious than within congregational life in North American 
churches.

As I facilitate our Fresh Eyes for Mission Summits, I hear 
quite frequently, comments such as, “We are stuck!” “We are 
declining!” “We are having funeral after funeral, with no children 
or youth to take their place!” “We keep doing the same things 
we’ve always done, but we aren’t growing!” And that’s the is-
sue in many congregations. We keep doing what we’ve always 
done, expecting different results. 

Often what we’re doing or what we’re perpetuating are prac-
tices and procedures based on the reality of the Church just 
after World War II. At that time, we had more families, children 
and youth than we could fit into our 20 classrooms, more volun-
teers than we could involve in our 20 committees and boards, 
and more visitors walking into worship each Sunday than we 
could connect with and welcome into membership.

That is not the reality for the Church of 2023. Continuing to 
function as we did in the 1950s is human foolishness which 
is leading many of our congregations into frustration and, yes, 
“churchly insanity.”  Truly, Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, 
today and forever — and God’s Word forever will abide. How-
ever, our understanding of our world, our mission context and 
our congregations must shift and change. We must have the 
courage to sometimes do things differently if we wish to stop the 
decline and stagnation and become truly, “Mission-Driven” con-
gregations and people in the North American Lutheran Church.

The Fresh Eyes for Mission Summits are aimed at helping 
congregations to look honestly at themselves, assess their cur-

Ministry Matters
Rev. Dr. David Wendel
Assistant to the Bishop

for Ministry and Ecumenism
NALC News 12 January 2023

Church foolishness and insanity

See Foolishness and Insanity - page 4

In January I was elected president by the church council. I am 
blessed and honored to serve you in this position for the next 
year. 

First off I would like to acknowledge past president, Julie 
Young. Julie has done a commendable job leading our congre-
gation during the later part of the Covid pandemic and a pasto-
ral vacancy. She is a working mom that was completing her PhD 
while serving the congregation. Please take time to thank Julie 
for her service time the next time you see her. 

I hope all of you are as excited as I am to find out what God 
has in store for us. We know through our prayers that there is 
a Pastor out there that will come later this year and lead us into 
the next chapter of Grace’s history. We need to be patient and 
allow the Call Committee the time to complete their work and 
support them as they make their recommendation.  

The council will continue its work on the strategic planning 
that we started with the Fresh Eyes For Mission process last 
spring. You will hear more about this process in the months to 
come. 

I am involved with a number of organizations who lost mem-
bers or volunteers during the Covid pandemic. Things really are 
not back to the way they were in February 2020. We know from 
looking at Grace’s attendance records that numbers are down 
on Sunday mornings. I would challenge all of us to think of a 
person that we have not seen in a while at church and reach out 
to them and tell them they have been missed and we would love 
to see them back.

I am around most Sunday mornings, normally during the early 
service and I am helping out in confirmation class with Pastor 
Matt. Please track me down if you have any questions or have 
any ideas you want to share. My email address is jtcfms@aol.
com and phone number is 614-361-6631. 

Blessings, Jim Caldwell

CounCil President
Jim Caldwell

free to read it at any time. This paragraph is the first thing that 
prospective pastors will see before gaining access to the full 
profile, and we are prayerful that it will inspire interest in our 
community. 

In the coming weeks, the Call Committee will be working 
on an introductory video that will be linked with our profile, al-
lowing us to further share the many important ministries that 
Grace has to offer, and thereby encouraging greater interest 
in our church and community. In addition, the committee is 
working on preparing for potential interviews with prospective 
pastors. We know that this part of the process could take a 
great deal of time, as interested pastors must prayerfully con-
sider responding to our profile.

We ask God for patience during this time, and we respect-
fully request your continued prayers – both for the Call Com-
mittee and for the future pastor of Grace Lutheran Church. 
We ask that God guide him or her to us, and that He grant us 
the wisdom and understanding to welcome that person with 
open arms into our church family.

Call Committee - continued from page 2
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rent capacity for mission and listen to the Holy Spirit who may 
be calling us to think and act differently in this 21st Century.

What have the 25 or so congregations which have now com-
pleted the process been discovering? I reported these conclu-
sions to the NALCExecutive Council recently: 

+ Congregations have acknowledged that they are focused
on themselves and those within the four walls of their church 
building, with no heart or passion for spreading the Gospel to 
those who are unchurched, religiously unaffiliated or in need 
outside of their church. 

+ Congregations are coming to grips with the fact that they
have no clearvision for mission and ministry, and they have no 
idea how to develop such a vision.

+ Congregations are waiting for visitors to walk in the doors of
the church on Sunday morning. When they haven’t had regular 
visitors for years, church leaders have no idea how to increase-
visibility and connection to their community and mission context.

+ Most members of our congregations have no idea how to
share how God has been active in their lives. Similarly, most 
are completely uncomfortable with and unprepared for inviting 
others to visit their church, with no clear understanding why they 
might invite others to their church in the first place. They can’t 
explain why the unchurched might be blessed in a Lutheran 
church and their local church. Instead, many are almost embar-
rassed to be Lutheran, as if upon meeting an unchurched per-
son, one of our members are more likely to say, “You probably 
wouldn’t want to come to our church — we’re Lutheran,” as if 
that’s a bad thing.

+ Congregations which are participating in our Fresh Eyes
for Mission Summits are discovering the value in being honest 
about their current reality, the strengths to build upon in their 
particular congregation and how they might go about reaching 
out and being mission oriented in what is an almost anti-Chris-
tian culture. The question congregations are asked, finally, is, 
“What does God want you to be and to do, to move into the 
future He intends for you?” And the answers are varied and 
unique to each congregation and ministry context — but the 
process leads congregations and leaders to be excited, encour-
aged and energized for the future.

Foolishness and Insanity - Continued from page 3 Jim Caldwell Headed back to Prison
Delivering the Gospel with Cookies

In March, Jim Caldwell will again be volunteering on a Kairos 
Prison Ministry weekend at North Central Correctional Complex 
in Marion Ohio. The purpose of the weekend is to deliver the gos-
pel message to the residents of that prison. During the weekend 
the volunteers take in 8,500 dozen homemade cookies. Jim is 
tasked in bringing in 200 dozen. Last September, the talented 
bakers of Grace met the 200 dozen cookie goal and we are 
confident this round will be the same.  

Below are the instructions for preparing the cookies. Jim needs 
the cookies by March 9. You can drop them off in the church kitch-
en or Jim can pick them up from you. If you have any questions, 
you can reach Jim at 614-361-6631 or JTCFMS@aol.com 

Guidelines for Kairos Cookies 
Thank you for volunteering to bake Kairos Cookies! Following 

these guidelines will help ensure that your cookies will be most ef-
fectively used to do the work for which God inspired you to bake. 
• Make your cookies sturdy. They will need to be handled several

times before they arrive in the prisoners’ hands. Delicate, pret-
ty cookies will crumble. Chewy cookies and brownies tend to 
end up as a single large featureless lump. 

• Chocolate chip cookies are always a popular choice. If choco-
late chip cookies are not possible, snicker doodles and peanut
butter are also popular.

• Size - Try to make the cookies 2 to 3 inches in diameter. Consis-
tent size is important.

• 1 dozen per bag in a one gallon bag. Please count your cookies
carefully.

• Any bag with other than 1 dozen needs to be marked.
• No powdered sugar, frosting, or raisin cookies. Chocolate chips,

M&Ms, and Reese’s pieces are fine.
• Do not put notes in the bag or on the bag. We will have to re-

move them before the cookies go into the prison.
• Please use zip-loc bags to keep the cookies as fresh as possible.
• Do not use burned or blemished cookies. Remember the cookies

are intended to represent God’s unconditional love to the prisoners.
• Cookie mixes and pre-mixed dough from the store are fine.
• Pray. As you bake the cookies, pray for the inmates who will

receive them. Your prayers are very important to the prisoners.
If you have any questions please contact Jim Caldwell at num-
ber or email listed above

These Kairos Cookies are for North Central Correctional Com-
plex (NCCC), Marion OH, Kairos #24 for the weekend of March 
16 – 19, 2023. Please turn in cookies by Thursday, March 9, 
2023.   Thank you very much for supporting Kairos Prison Minis-
try. God Bless you for your service to this ministry!

ED. Note: The Grace Fresh Eyes for Mission Committee first 
met last Summer with Dr. Wendell.  For information about its 
current status, contact Vice President Julie Young, who has 
spearheaded this effort. 

NOTE: This article is a reprint from the NALC Newslet-
ter of January 12, 2023. The entire newsletter is avail-
able at https://thenalc.org/newsletter

The highlights of the January Council meeting 
• The 2023 Council officers will be:

President: Jim Caldwell,  Vice President: Julie Young,  Secretary: Tami Banks, Treasurer: Melissa Hodek
• Council meetings for 2023 will take place on the third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm beginning in February.
• Jeff Daubenmire gave a report of the current status of the Music Ministries and Molly King reported on the Youth and Family

Ministries.
• Repairs were made to a water pipe that burst in the Loaves and Fishes/Men’s restroom areas during the extreme cold tem-

peratures. Total costs to repair had not been finalized at the time of the meeting.
• Continued repairs were made to the boiler, again with costs not finalized.
• As of the time of the Council Meeting, there was not enough time to close the books for the year, so the year-end numbers will

be reported in February.
Respectfully submitted by Tami Banks, Secretary
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  Christmas Program Held in January
The Youth Christmas Program, “Live From the First Century,” was to be presented at the 5:00 p.m. service on Christ-

mas Eve. It was postponed due to inclement weather and was rescheduled and presented on Jan. 8, 2023. 
‘I want to thank everyone that helped with the Christmas Eve Youth Program: Jeff Daubenmire, Linda Hoch, 

Maria Laderman, Sarah Odum, Jennifer Blankenship, Cindy Odum, Vanessa Stewart and Steve Young. This pro-
gram needed many hands to pull it off and they were great! Sue Mahrt did our set design and it was great as usu-

al! Lois Rumph is always so creative with our costumes! This year we had stage managers, Jack 
Young and Brice Graves. These guys did a great job moving props around after each scene.   Also 
thank you to all the kids that participated in our youth program this year. Everyone worked hard 
and we had fun!’  

- Molly King

Molly King, Director
Youth & Family Ministries

m.king@grace43081.org or 614-882-3026.

Grace’s Gang 
Messages from Molly

Vision Statement:
To nurture Youth and Family in Christ 
through Bible based teaching, music, 
activities and community outreach.

The Actors 
Narrator  ........................ Lauren Shinabargar
Angel 1  ..................................Maddie Nickoli
Angel 2 ......................................  Anna Young
Angel 3  ....................................Maggie Hoch
Angel 4  ........................... Hannah Laderman
Angel 5  ............................Stella Blankenship
Elizabeth  ....................................Emily Odum
Gabriel  ....................................... Jack Nickoli
Zechariah ............................... Charlie Nickoli
Mary ........................................... Molly Young
Newsboy  ...................................Phillip Young
Ruben Burgundy ................ Sammy Gurgiolo
Asher  .................................... Addie Gurgiolo
Director ........................  Kathryn Shinabargar
Joseph  .......................................Benny Hoch
Micah: ................................... Miguel Arreguin
Grace  ................................ Charlotte Holmes
Simeon ............................................Will Cain
Priest  ....................................... Nate Holmes
Anna  ........................................... Claire Cain
Shepherds  ...Sammy Nickoli, Gabriel Young, 

Owen Laderman
Animals  ...... Alaina Arreguin, Caroline Young
Angels ................Macy Braatz, Alison Miliner
Stagehands  .........Brice Graves, Jack Young

Special Thanks to 
Molly King  ............Director of Youth & Family 
Jeff Daubnmire  ..Director of Music Ministries
Linda Hoch  ......................................Organist 
Lois Rumph  ..................................Costumes 
Sue Mahrt  ....................................Set Design 

and to ALL of our Volunteers
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 On Sunday, January 29th the Pre Confirmation and Confir-
mation class, along with the help of volunteers from the new-
ly formed sewing group, put together 50 blanket kits after the 
11:00 service.  It was a fun and productive afternoon, with pizza 
to help things along. As you can tell from the pictures below, ev-
eryone involved enjoyed the work and  the outcome, 50 warm 
and loved-made blankets, was worth the effort. 

The Yarn Matters 
Yarn Matters will meet next at 6:30pm on 
Tuesday, February 28th.  Come join us to 
chat and learn.  All ages and skill levels are 
welcome! Please contact Jodie Arreguin 
with questions.

Aspire is a one-night women’s 
event full of laughter, learning, 

stories & music with 
3 ladies taking the stage.

1 Bible Teacher 
1 Comedian 
1 Musician

They are coming to Grace Friday, 
April 21st! The event is from 7:00pm to 
10:00pm. March 17th tickets will go on 
sale. $25 for General Admission and $35 
for VIP tickets. Cash or check when pur-
chasing tickets for the event. I will need 
13 volunteers for the event. 7 volunteers 
to be comfortable with money and using 
their credit machine. The ticket is $10 for 
volunteers.

Any questions or interested in volun-
teering contact Molly King (m.king@
grace43081.org)

Join us for an amazing girl’s night out!

Grace Supper Club enjoyed its dinner 
outing at Lucky House Chinese Restau-
rant last month. We now have a reserva-
tion at Cap City Diner on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 16 at 6:30 pm. Cap City is located at 
1301 Stoneridge Drive, Gahanna 43230.  

A sign up sheet is at the Welcome Cen-
ter Desk. EVERYONE WELCOME! Please 
join us for an evening of fun and fellow-
ship. Any questions, please see either Bev 
Grubb or Tami Stone.
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By Jeff Daubenmire,  
Director of Music Ministries 

music@grace43081.org

N
O
T
E
S

First Sunday after Christmas, January 1, 2023
10:00 am

SPECIAL MUSIC Andrea Bush - violin, Linda Hoch - piano
“Angels We Have Heard on High” - arr. Kelly D. Anderson

Baptism of Our Lord, January 8, 2023
8:30 am  SPECIAL MUSIC Grace Ringers Bell Choir 

“Cradle Songs”  “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
11:00 am  PRELUDE 

“We Three Kings” Stella Blankenship – piano
“Once in Royal David’s City”  Maggie Hoch and Christopher 

Hoch – piano duet
“Silent Night”  Emily Odum – piano

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” and “Coventry Carol” 
Benny Hoch and Christopher Hoch – piano duet

“Joy to the World” – arr. J. Daubenmire 
Sammy Gurgiolo – trumpet, Benny Hoch – xylophone, 

Jeff Daubenmire – piano
“Christmas Medley” – arr. Daubenmire/Gurgiolo 

Sammy Gurgiolo – trumpet, Jeff Daubenmire – piano
“O Holy Night” – Adolphe Adam/ arr. James Biery 

Addie Gurgiolo – vocal solo, Jeff Daubenmire – piano

Second Sunday after Epiphany, January 15, 2023
PRELUDE

8:30  “Jesus Calls Us”  Linda Hoch - organ
“Sonata VIII for Trumpet and Piano” - mvnt. I (Prelude)
Sammy Gurgiolo - Trumpet; Jeff Daubenmire - Piano

11:00  “Jesus Calls Us” Linda Hoch - organ
“Sonata VIII for Trumpet and Piano” - mvnt. II (Allemande) 

Sammy Gurgiolo - Trumpet; Jeff Daubenmire - Piano
SPECIAL MUSIC 

8:30 “Sonata VIII for Trumpet and Piano” - mvnt. II (Allemande) 
-Sammy Gurgiolo - Trumpet; Jeff Daubenmire - Piano

11:00 “This Little Light of Mine” Grace Singers Chancel Choir
COMMUNION MUSIC 

8:30 Special Musical Selections by Jeff Daubenmire
11:00 “Sonata VIII for Trumpet and Piano” - mvnt. I (Prelude) 

Sammy Gurgiolo - Trumpet; Jeff Daubenmire - Piano
POSTLUDE

 “Sonata VIII for Trumpet and Piano” - mvnt. IV (Gigue) 
Sammy Gurgiolo - Trumpet; Jeff Daubenmire - Piano 

Third Sunday after Epiphany, January 22, 2023
SPECIAL MUSIC 

8:30 “This Little Light of Mine” - arr. Howard Helvey
Grace Singers Chancel Choir

11:00 “How Beautiful” Maria Laderman - Flute, 
Linda Hoch - Piano

COMMUNION MUSIC 
8:30 Special Musical Selections by Jeff Daubenmire

11:00 “Just a Closer Walk With Thee” Maria Laderman - Flute, 
Linda Hoch - Piano

Special thank you to the extra 
volunteers who rang with Grace 
Ringers for the postponed 
Christmas Eve Service. We had 
17 ringers in total, including 6 
ringers on chimes to add so 
much wonderful sound. Thank 

you to Becky Seifert, Karen Holmes, Rebecca Young, Chris 
Hoch, Benny Hoch, and Emily Odum for bringing my vision 
to life. The whole group did a wonderful job and we hope to 
try to do this again in the future. 

Ringing handbells is a very different challenge compared to 
playing piano, other instruments, or voice, and these individuals 
work very hard to put these 
pieces together. We are 
always looking to involve 
more musicians from the 
community and welcome 
any questions about partic-
ipating in Grace Ringers. 

- Maria Laderman

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, January 29, 2023
SPECIAL MUSIC 

8:30 “How Beautiful” - Twila Paris/arr. Joel Raney 
Maria Laderman - Flute, Linda Hoch - Piano 

11:00 “Lift Your Light” 
- Grace Singers Chancel Choir

COMMUNION MUSIC 
8:30 “Just a Closer Walk With Thee” 

Maria Laderman - Flute, Linda Hoch - Piano 
11:00 Selected Communion Music 

Jeff Daubenmire - piano

MUSIC MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Grace Singers Chancel Choir Rehearsal are Wednesdays 
from 7:00 - 8:30 PM in the sanctuary. Contact Jeff Daubenmire, 
Director of Music Ministries. 

Grace Ringers Bell Choir meets on Wednesday for rehearsals 
from 6:15 - 7:00 PM in the sanctuary. Contact Maria Laderman. 

Youth Choir: We welcome grades 1-8 and hope you will also 
consider having them participate in Sunday School immediate-
ly following rehearsal. The group will sing every few weeks for 
the 11:00 service. This is a meaningful musical experience for 
young people and we hope you consider supporting your chil-
dren in this effort. Join us for rehearsals, Sunday at 9:30 AM. If 
you have any questions, contact Jeff Daubenmire



Back in August of 
last year some of our 
Grace members par-
ticipated a Wall Build 
for Habitat for Hu-
manity. Those walls 
are now complete 
and the closing was 
in early January. On 
Saturday, January 14, 
a joyous celebration 
occurred at the cor-
ner of 7th and Plum 
Streets in Marysville 
as it marked the com-
pletion of James’ af-
fordable new home. 

The beautiful celebration included heartfelt prayers from Pas-
tor Faith Obonyo, a visit from Ohio Representative Tracy Rich-
ardson, gifts from friends and supporters, and an unforgettable 
speech from James. -Joanne Figgee

SAVE the DATE: You are invited to join us for the 2023 wall 
build at Otterbein Uni-
versity’s The Point on 
Saturday, August 19.  
The build is in the 
morning, beginning at 
7 a.m. and is usually 
wrapped up by Noon. 
Sign-up information 
will be posted as the 
event gets closer, but 
mark your calendars 
now.
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The First 100
The journey leading to Grace’s 

2008 renovation and expansion of 
our worship and gathering space be-
gan years ago. Indeed, one can say 
the roots of this journey extend back 
to when Grace Lutheran Church be-
gan as an “in town” mission of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, Westerville, 
under the leadership of Pastor C. W. 
Pflueger. Meeting on the third Sun-
day of each month in the Westerville 
Town hall, Pastor Pflueger preached 
the first sermon on January 17, 1904. 

Growing attendance quickly led to conducting worship services 
on two of every three Sundays. A Sunday School was organized 
in May 1906.

During the spring of 1909, permission was requested of St. 
Paul’s congregation that it form a separate “sister” congregation 
to serve the growing number of Lutheran Christians in the town 
of Westerville. The new congregation was formally organized as 
the Evangelical Lutheran Grace Congregation of Westerville on 
May 2, 1909. The congregation prospered.

 On April 17, 1910 the people of Grace voted to build a chapel 
on East Home St. The cornerstone was place on July 17, 1910. 
Early in 1936, continuing growth led the members of Grace to 
support a remodeling and expansion program using the founda-
tion of a building fund that had been established in 1921 in an-
ticipation of this need. A cornerstone for the renovated and ex-
panded building was placed on July 19, 1936. Continued growth 
of Grace and the community of Westerville inspired the leaders 
of the congregation to acquire property at the corner of Otterbe-
in and the not-yet-completed Schrock Road, then the southern-
most edge of Westerville. Ground was broken on May 15, 1964 
for the new building which was dedicated in October 1965.

Grace continued to grow both in number and in mission and 
ministry. New and expanded facilities were again added in the 
1990’s with new Sunday school classrooms, office space, en-
hanced and enlarged entrance, expanded parking and a mod-
ernized fellowship hall. In 1999 Grace purchased the house 
immediately to the east of the church property in keeping with 
Grace’s tradition of looking to the future. 

This tradition of growth and change for the sake of mission 
and ministry to the glory of God was again realized in the lat-
est expansion and renovation. Ground was broken on Easter 
Sunday, March 23, 2008. After an eight-month sojourn of con-
ducting worship services in the auditorium at Westerville South 
High School, the people and pastors of Grace returned home on 
the First Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2008. The Service of 
Dedication took place Sunday, February 22, 2009 at 3 o’clock in 
the afternoon. Bishop Callon W. Holloway, Jr., served as preach-
er and presider. It was fitting that during our centennial year of 
Christian mission and ministry in the Westerville community we 
celebrated and gave thanks to God for the completion of this 
latest planned renovation and expansion.  

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 
hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)

NEXT MONTH: Font, Table, Ambo, Cross and Resurrection. 
A Brief Discription of the Worship Space.

From the 
Archives

The NALC has released the next two-year daily prayer and 
reading calendar, Devoted to Prayer! This guide provides the 
average layperson and pastor with the simple tools for sorting 
through the busyness of their lives and reclaiming an act of 
daily discipleship with the Lord. Go to https://thenalc.org/devot-
ed-to-prayer to find the downloadable PDF, or to do the daily 
readings online!

NALC 
RELEASES
2 YEAR
DAILY PRAYER
AND 
READING
CALENDAR

Habitat House 
Celebrated
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Our First FruitsOur First Fruits  

You will be enriched in every way for all generosity, which 
produces thanksgiving to God through us. 

-2 Cor 9:11

Place ONLY non-perishable items into grocery carts. 
W.A.R.M. cannot accept food past its expiration date. 

Fresh produce is always welcome especially early in the week.
  Deliver Fresh produce donations to:  

150 Heatherdown Dr.   Mon-Fri, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Debbie Yoho, Financial Manager, has reported that as for 
2022, Grace had pledged to contribute $10,000 to WARM. 
As of 12/31/22, Grace had contributed $2,609.43 in ex-
cess of the $10,000. We send a check monthly; December’s 
check is considerably “healthier.” 

Note: The total does NOT include $264 for the 2022 Souper 
Bowl, $160 for Thanksgiving, nor the mission fund matches 
throughout the year.

SHARING WITH WARM

If you have questions 
about Grace’s First Fruits Ministry, 

please call
 Karen Bale at 614-506-3331.

Cut out and collect these items for the 
FEBRUARY  

First Fruits Grocery Carts
This is the list of food and personal hygiene products most 

needed for FEBRUARY.  
Any of these items are greatly appreciated. 

Thank you again for your support of WARM and the 
Westerville Community

Applesauce Unsweetened
Beef Broth, Manwich

Coffee, Regular and Decaf
SaltineCrackers, Cream of Wheat

Juices-Apple, Cranberry, Grape, Pineapple, Tomato
Mandarin Oranges, Olives, Raisins

Mixed Fruit Cocktail, Mixed Vegetables
Mushrooms, Canned

Pears-Canned, Pineapple-Canned
Pam Spray, Razors, Dishwasher Detergent, 

Fabric Softner, Glass Cleaner

The Sewing for Africa 
group met January 17 with 
11 ladies attending!  We 
explored this sewing op-
portunity through Samar-
itan’s Purse to use our 
sewing skills to make little 
girls dresses to  send to 
Africa. After each shared 
their personal story of 
sewing, we watched a vid-
eo together explaining the 
simple dress construction. 
Thanks to everyone who 
attended and those who  
generously donated mate-

rial and sewing notions.   The group decided to meet February 
28, 2023 at 1 pm in the fellowship hall to share the projects we 
have been working on.  I will share another sewing opportunity 
from Samaritan’s Purse -  Little Boy Britches for Africa patterns. 
I will be moving the material and notions from the Gathering Space 
to a permanent home -  the 1st floor closet next to the nursery & 
elevator -  so sewers can ac-
cess material and supplies 
there at any time and drop 
off completed projects. 

 If you are interested in 
sewing or just finding out 
how this group is seeking 
to serve, please join us at 
the next meeting   on Feb-
ruary 28th or contact me 
for details 614-588-2712 
or vschpn55@gmail.com  - 
Sew On!!!! 

Blood Drive - SAVE the DATE: We collected 54 
units at our drive on Jan. 10. Our next Blood Drive is 

Tuesday, March 7, noon-6 pm. Scheduling is now 
Available on-line for the March drive. visit RedCross-
Blood.org, sponsor code: 

GraceLuthWesterville OR call 1800-RED CROSS.
 Mar 7, May 16 , July 11, Sept. 5, Nov. 14 - all are 
spaced to allow donors to give the maximum amount 

of times each year all at Grace. Direct any questions/con-
cerns to Vanessa Stewart. 

Souper Bowl Sunday is February 12. On this day, we will be 
collecting cans of soup in addition to any item from our current 
list for First Fruits and monetary donations. On Super Bowl Sun-
day, place your monetary donations in the pot for the Eagles, the 
Chiefs or if you are a Bengal fan,  “I Don’t Care.” 

Place all canned donations in the WARM carts. All donations-
benefit the Westerville Area Resource Ministry (WARM).

Gift Card Drive for NALC Disaster Response
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church is holding a gift card drive 
to restock the NALC Disaster Response Warehouse after re-
sponding to recent tornadoes in Alabama and California. Gift 
Card suggestions include Home Depot, Walmart, Menards, 
Lowes, and VISA gift cards. Molly King will be collecting the gift 
cards through Sunday, February 5. Please let her know if you 
have any questions. Electronic donations can also be made to 
support the NALC Disaster Response at our website: https://
www.grace43081.org/giving.html.

Sewing for
Africa 

by
Vanessa 
Stewart

Shirley Hodak displays the dress-
es sewn for Samaritan’s Purse
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ADULT LEARNING 

RUTH CIRCLE (Rose Garden 1)
Ruth Circle will meet on Monday, 

February 13th in Rose Garden Room 
#1 at 1:00 p .m.  We have started a 
new study series “I Am” (Discovering 
who Jesus Is) written by Douglas Don-
nelly for Life Guide Bible Studies.  Marge 
Zimmermann will lead us through Lesson #2, 
“I Am the Bread of Life“ (Survival).  Coleen Wooster will serve 
as hostess.  Come join us.  We hope to see you there.

KATHARINE CIRCLE 
(Rose Garden 2&3)

Katharine Circle will meet Tuesday, 
February 7 at 1 p.m.  Our study is Session 
6 - “Renewal of the Holy Spirit”. Carolyn 
Rearick is the leader this month. Please 
Join us.  Questions - contact Dorothy Crain 
at dorcrain@gmail.com. 

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY (Fellowship Hall)
Open my eyes

that I may behold
wonderful things

from your Law.
Psalm 119:18

THE MEN OF GRACE - M.O.G. 
(Loaves and Fishes Cafe’)

On February 18th at 8:00 a.m. MOG will 
continue our study of Judges with session 
4. The book of Judges cracks a window
into depths of the human soul. We are

watching a nation struggle with its identity and relationship to its 
God. Heroes and heroines arise, who seem to have the potential 
to save Israel. But in the end, each proves to be a broken savior 
that cannot deliver. All men, high school age and above, are wel-
come. Join us Februaty 18th for breakfast, fellowship and study. 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT CLASS  SUNDAY MORNING ADULT CLASS  
(Fellowship Hall)(Fellowship Hall)

The Adult SS Class began Volume 8 of 
That the World May Know on January 29, 
2023 entitled; God Heard Their Cry - Find-
ing Freedom in the Midst of Life Trials, In an-
cient times, nothing was bigger than Egypt 
- powerful pharaohs, strong armies, and a
multitude of gods. In this volume, discover
how God answers the cry of his persecuted
people and proclaims himself Lord to them and their oppressors.
Noted teacher and historian, Ray Vander Laan helps illustrates
how God answered the cry of the Israelites as they were perse-
cuted in Egypt, and made himself known to both them and their
oppressors. Join the adult learning class at 9:45 AM in the fellow-
ship hall for the next installment of That the World May Know!

Secret Sisters Kickoff 2023 -Lisa Kuhar
Grace’s Secret Sisters held their 2023 kickoff tea on Jan. 15. Two additional 

fellowship events will be held leading to the Reveal luncheon in Jan., 2024. Par-
ticipants are matched with one another. Sisters pray, give little gifts, and send notes of 

encouragement and/or surprises each month but do not reveal themselves until the reveal celebration. 

The Grace Care Team  from Margie Zimmermann 
The next meeting of the Care Team will be Tuesday Feb, 21st at 4 p.m. Anyone wishing to join us and think about 

future participation, consider yourself invited. Although we are essentially a Eucharistic Ministry, we have additional 
caring activities. We have a grief ministry; keeping in touch with families after the loss of a loved one, sending cards 
and devotional material and prayers for our shut-ins. We also have cancer information available. Two new ideas will be discussed. A 
“do it yourself” funeral plan to give as a family gift. It will outline preference such as emergency contacts, music, Bible verses, readings, 
logistical information regarding plans that may have already been determined. A copy may be left in the church office. 

A second project is to sponsor A Prayer Team with the help of Pastor Cox.  We already have many members who “pray without 
ceasing”.  It would be a good thing to extend this to anyone who would like to become more comfortable praying for and/or with others.  
It could be shut-ins, people who work with time constraints not allowing meetings, at home moms, elderly who need to be needed.  
Details not yet determined.  To the Congregation:  If you wish to obtain communion in the home, hospital, nursing facility, etc., please 
call the church office to request.  Thank you for your support.

 The Women’s Bible Study is finishing a 
study of Isiah and will begin a new study 
this month on 1st and 2nd Timothy and 
Titus.   Deteriorating values. Competing 
religions. Weakening morality. Do you feel 
sometimes that the world presents you 
with more problems than you can handle? 
Timothy and Titus faced all of these tough 
issues as young church leaders. But Paul 
encouraged them to put aside timidity and 
insecurity, and to find strength in Christ. 
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BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS

REMEMBER REMEMBER 
IN OUR IN OUR 

PRAYERSPRAYERS
Call Committee, future senior

 pastor, John Shilling, 
Pam Grover, Tyler Edgell, 

Charles Dettmann, Bob Bower, 
Stephanie Foos, Eloise Collier, 
Barbara Muller, John Moffett, 

Will Stoll, Shawn Turnbull, 
Mary Ross, Judi Milligan, 

Clarence Clapham, 
Janice Hardick, Joan Hassler 

the families of James Adcock and 
Rev. Doug MaGinn 

ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES
FEBRUARY
3-BARBARA GIRARD
3-HEIDI GORGIAS
3-WILLIAM HARTFELDER JR.
3-BRANDON NICKOLI
6-CHERYL DOBROKA
6-SHIRLEY HODEK
6-CHRISTINE KOTIK
8-JOE MOLENO
9-CONNOR MONTGOMERY
10-ALLISON KOTIK
11-BONNIE SAWYER
11-CAROL SCHLEA
14-CLARENCE CLAPHAM
14-TOM MOSER
14-MATTHEW RUSSELL
15-KATHY HAEGELE
16-EVA BERNHARDT
17-COLEEN WOOSTER
18-DOROTHY KOLBERG
18-LISA STOLL
22-WILL STOLL
22-JOHN TROUTMAN
24-ROBERT ANDREWS JR
25-LOIS BERNHARDT
25-TRACEY GRAVES
26-KENNETH ODUM
27-JIM MONROE
29- BENJAMIN WILSON
MARCH
1-EMILY ODUM
2-ANNA YOUNG
4-JASON WATKINS
5-MARGARET HOCH
5-NANCY KLEBERG 
5-AUBREY TOLER
5-MOLLY YOUNG

FEBRUARY
3- Barbara & George Girard ............ 60
3- Ray & Rita Trunck ....................... 61
14- Mary Lou & Garry Bright  ............ 47
28- Linda & Alan Green  .................... 21
29- Paul & Heidi Gorgias  ................. 19
MARCH
3- Nelson & Faye Miles  .................. 61
5- Jodie & Rick Arreguin  ................ 12
6- Tom & Nicky Rothmann  ............. 24

FEBRUARY
 2023

Loaves and Fishes café 
is OPEN! 

Please stop in between services for 
a drink and snack! There is a sign-up 

sheet in the café if you are interested in 
helping. Please call Regina Place, 614-

623-1452 or 
Vanessa Stewart, 614-588-2712 with 

any questions or concerns.

Feb. 12   Feb. 20   Feb. 21  Feb. 22  

BAPTISMBAPTISM

On January 8 we celebrated the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism for 

Grace Marie Patterson,
daughter of 

Markus Wilson Patterson
 and Sarah May Patterson. 

This child of God is 
sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross for Christ 
forever.

Emily Odum 
completed 

preparation for 
First Communion 
and expressed 

a desire to join us as 
we gather around the 

Lord’s table. 

Emily’s first communion was originally 
scheduled for the Christmas Eve 

Children’s service that was cancelled. 
On January 8 we celebrated with Emily 

and her family at the altar. 

FIRST COMMUNIONFIRST COMMUNION

‘...surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life and I shall dwell in 

the house of the Lord forever.’

DEATHSDEATHS
Jim Adcock

Born: February 4, 1936
Died in Christ: December 20, 2022

Pastor MaGinn served at 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

 from 1972-1977.

Rev. Douglas 
MaGinn
Born: 

March 11, 1946
Died in Christ: 

January 5, 2023
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
100 E. Schrock Road
Westerville, OH 43081
Office Phone: 614-882-3026
Email: office@grace43081.org
Website: www.grace43081.org

Place address label here

We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)
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