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   Welcome to Grace  
 

We give thanks that you have come to Grace to worship in God’s house.  
 
To our guests — We invite you to worship with us often and consider our family of 
faith yours.   
 
Everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin.  Large Print Bulletins and 
Quiet Books (for our very young worshipers) are available from the ushers. 
 
Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system to accommodate hearing 
difficulties.  Please ask the sound technician for a receiver. 
  
Please turn off or silence your personal communication device.  
We also ask that you not bring food or drink into our worship space.   
 
We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). The NALC 
embraces four core values: Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded 
and Congregationally Focused.  The NALC is focused on living out Christ’s Great 
Commission to go and make disciples in North America and around the globe.  We 
invite you to learn more about our congregation and the NALC. 

 

         

 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
Faithfulness to the message of the Lord is lived out in human life first by listening and then 
by being obedient. God promised from of old to send a son, born of a virgin, to be the 
salvation of Israel and Judah. The very face of God would be seen in this child who would 
be called Immanuel. As followers of Christ, we, too, have received the message and are 
called to share the Good News of “God with us.”  
 
PRELUDE                            Linda Hoch 

 "Meditation on Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come" - arr. Camil Van Hulse 
 "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence" - arr. Al Roberts     
       
Parish Concerns 
 
 

Please stand as you are able and face the Baptismal Font. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 
 
 P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,            
  and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you    
  and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 C Amen. 
 
 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth               
  is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just     
  will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
     Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  
 P Merciful Father, 
 C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot  
  free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 
  word and deed, by what we have done 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may              
  delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
 P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
  for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained     
  minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore           
  declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,                                                      

  in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN               "Come, O Precious Ransom"  

The Gathering  
GREETING         
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C And also with you! 
 

KYRIE    
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BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
   8:30  The Dan, Kristi, Emma, Molly and Max George Family  
 11:00  The Chris, Linda, Benny and Maggie Hoch Family 
  
Leader  Just as the angels announced peace and goodwill at the birth of Jesus—  
  at the end of time, Christ will come with the angels to usher in his eternal  
  peace, in which He will reign forever and ever. We pray that his kingdom  
  would come here and now, among us, by faith.  
  
  In peace, we light the fourth candle in the Advent wreath, the Angel  
  Candle. We read in Luke, Chapter 2:  
   Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly  
   host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and  
   on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”   
   (Luke 2: 13-14 ESV)  
  
  Light the fourth candle  
  
CAROL FOR LIGHTING THE ANGEL CANDLE:  
A verse from “Angels We Have Heard on High”  
  
 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’re the plain,  
  And the mountain in reply, echoing their joyous strains.  
 Glo...ria, in excelsis deo; Glo...ria in excelsis Deo.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

 P The Lord be with you. 
 C And also with you. 
 

 P Let us pray.  
 C Gracious God, the Alpha and Omega, our beginning and our end,  
  may your Spirit kindle in us patience and peace as we wait for the  
  coming of your Son, and the humility and boldness to proclaim his  
  reign. We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

The Word 
 

FIRST READING:   Isaiah 7:10-17  
 

The Lord spoke to Ahaz, king of Judah, urging him to join forces with Israel and Aram 
against the Assyrians. The sign of God’s protection was in a newborn son who would be 
the child of a virgin. This one would be called Immanuel, or “God with us.” This boy would 
know how to refuse evil and choose good to the benefit of all.  
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10The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 
test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, 
the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”  
 

 L The word of the Lord.       
 C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 
 

Refrain 
 

 

Psalm 
Tone 

 
L Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
C 

2
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, 

|
 and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
L 3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
C 4O LORD | God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?   Refrain 
L 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
C 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
L 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
C 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
L 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
C 19Restore us, O LORD | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.   Refrain 

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 

St. Paul begins his letter by identifying himself as one who is called and set apart for the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. This gospel is to be transmitted to the Gentiles in Christ’s name to 
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bring all people, of every nation, to obedience through faith.  

1
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 

God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the 
gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and 
was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the 
sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

  L The word of the Lord. 
 C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

HOLY GOSPEL     Matthew 1:18-25  
 
Matthew describes the potential scandal of Mary’s pregnancy, and how the angel Gabriel 
was sent to deliver a message of assurance to Joseph, who was about to quietly walk 
away from his young bride-to-be. In courage and faith, Joseph took Mary as his wife. 
When the baby was finally born, he was given the name Jesus, as the angel had foretold.  
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter. 
 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
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son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her 
until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
 

  P The gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

MESSAGE                                                        Pastor Matthew Cox 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY          "Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel"  
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APOSTLES’  CREED 
 

A We confess our Christian faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

 C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

 A Let us pray in the name of Jesus, to our heavenly Father for the Church,  
  the world and one another.  
  A brief silence 
After each petition: 
 

 A  Lord, in your mercy, 
 C Hear our prayer.  
 

 A Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in  
  your mercy; through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 
 

PEACE           
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 C And also with you. 

 

          You may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
              and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
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Please be seated.  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                               
8:30 "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" - arr. Lani Smith  
  Martha Crist - piano, Linda Hoch - organ  
11:00 "An Advent Gospel" - arr. Michael Barrett, Lloyd Larson  
  Grace Singers Chancel Choir  

Please stand. 
 

PREFACE 
 

 P The Lord be with you. 
 C And also with you. 
 

 P Lift up your hearts. 
 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right and salutary . . . The Presider continues with the preface, 
  concluding:...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  

 P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread,  
  gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples and said, “Take, eat, 
  this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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  In the same way he also took the cup after supper, gave thanks,  
  and gave it to them, and said, “Take and drink it all of you.  
  This cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is poured out for you 
  for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it,  
  in remembrance of me.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER        
 

P Together we pray. 
C Our Father,  
    who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,      
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated.  
 

LAMB OF GOD         
 

 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood who are baptized in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, 

crucified and risen, is truly present in and under the bread and wine for the 
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. 

 

Children who do not commune are invited forward to receive a blessing.   
You may receive the Communion Wine by taking a communion glass from the tray  

as it is offered to you.  
As always, the common cup is offered for those who desire to use it, everyone is also 

welcome to use the individual cups. If you desire the common cup, please point to it as the 
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individual cups pass by you.  
Grape juice is available in the center of the communion tray.  

After you have received, please place the empty communion glass in the basket 
provided 

(Gluten-free hosts are available by telling the person giving the host) 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC                Jeff Daubenmire  
 Special Selection by Jeff Daubenmire  
                 

After communion is finished, please stand. 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 C Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through  
  the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you  
  would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent  
  love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 C Amen.  
 

 The Sending 
BLESSING  
        

 P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ grant you peace.  
 C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN             "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence"  
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DISMISSAL 
 

 Children Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 C  Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                                                              Linda Hoch 
 "Toccata on Veni Emmanuel" - arr. James Denton  
 

Offering: A basket will be placed by the baptismal font for offering. Offerings can be 
placed in the basket before or after the service.  
 

                

 

Flowers are given by… 
 Fred Pfanz in celebration of daughter Sarah’s birthday. 
 Lisa Kuhar in celebration of son Christopher’s birthday. 
 Rod Rice in memory of wife Barbara. 
 

Remember in our prayers… Call Committee, future senior pastor, Tyler Edgell, Bob 
Bower, Billie Bower, Stephanie Foos, Eloise Collier, Barbara Muller, John Moffett, 
Will Stoll, Shawn Turnbull, Mary Ross, Judi Milligan, Will Stoll, Clarence 
Clapham, Janice Hardick, Joan Hassler, The family of Raymond Bertelsen 

 

                
 

 
Christmas Eve Services:  

Saturday, Dec. 24: 5:00pm* & 8:00pm  
(*Youth Christmas Program) 

 

Christmas Day Service:  
Sunday, Dec. 25 at 10:00am   

(NOTE: one service) 
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New Year's Day Service:  
Sunday, Jan. 1, 2023 at 10:00am 

  (NOTE: one service) 
 

Baptism of Our Lord:  
Sunday, Jan. 8 at 8:30am & 11:00am  

        
 

Notes & News 
 

WELCOME, GUESTS!     We welcome you as our guest in our church home and invite 
you to continue to worship with us. We invite guests to take a welcome bag at the 

Welcome Desk to learn more about Grace and sign the Pew Pad to let 
us know you were worshipping with us today.  
 

Service Recording: The recorded 8:30am service will be available at 
www.grace43081.org around 11am. 

 
Please keep Kathy Reedy, Cynthia Bertelsen, and family in your prayers, as 
their father Ray Bertelsen passed away Sunday, December 9.  
Romans 14: Whether we live or whether we die, we belong to the Lord.  
 

The Church Office will be closed Monday, Dec. 26; Tuesday, Dec. 27; and 
Monday, Jan. 2.  
 

The Call Committee Update:  Thanks to everyone for your support and input as we 
continue our journey to call a senior pastor for Grace. As we now work together 
to write Grace’s profile for a senior pastor, we will have little to communicate 
until it is completed. We ask that you support us in prayer and to pray for the 
pastor who God is preparing for Grace. Our progress will be documented on 
our tri-fold poster of the NALC’s “36 steps” in calling a pastor and is available 
for your viewing in the Gathering Space. Grace Call Committee members are: 
Karen Bale, Chris Hoch, Regina Place, Gregg Rearick, Abby Reynolds, and 

Vanessa Stewart.  
 

Grace Supper Club enjoyed its dinner outing at Napa Kitchen & Bar last month. Supper 
Club is taking a hiatus for the month of December, but look for information in 
the January newsletter or Sunday bulletins for next month’s restaurant 
location. We meet on the third Thursday of the month, so be sure to mark 
your calendar. Please join us for an evening of fun and fellowship. Any 

questions, please see either Bev Grubb or Tami Stone.”  
 

Flowers for 2023: Dates for 2023 have been added to the binder. Flowers at 
Grace can honor a special event, remember a loved one or simply give glory to 
God. You may sign up at the welcome center, on-line or call the office. The 
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actual cost of flowers has increased to $75.00 a Sunday. The suggested donation will 
now be $30. Since that does not cover the cost, this donation is not to purchase flowers 
for your own, but contribute for the enjoyment of all. After the service, the arrangement is 
moved to the welcome center for the following week to enhance our space even longer.  
 

NURSERY is open! The Nursery is open Sunday mornings during both 
services and the Sunday School hour. Trained, professional sitters are 
present every week to care for your children, ages 6 and younger. If you 
have any question see Molly King.  
 

Dartball: The 2022-2023 dartball season is underway. Seasoned veterans of the sport 
and all potential newcomers are welcome to join us. The formal schedule has 
not been announced yet, but we do know the date of the first game. Robert 
Bassett (419.236.4293 or rgbassettiii@ghmail.com) is happy to answer any 
questions anyone may have.  

 

 

 

 

YOUTH & FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
        

 

Vision Statement: To nurture Youth and Family in Christ through Bible based 
teaching, music, activities and community outreach. 

 
Come join us for Christmas Caroling TODAY at 4:00pm. We will meet 
at the church and visit those that are homebound and in care facilities. 
Sign up at the Welcome Center or contact Karen Bale and Chris 
Troutman.   
 

The Connect Youth Group is meeting TODAY at 1:00. We will be having an ugly 
sweater contest, making Christmas cards, and decorating Christmas cut 
out cookies. There is Christmas caroling at 4:00 on that day. The cookies 
and cards will be going with the carolers that are visiting the homebound 
and those in care facilities. Lunch will be provided. There will be prizes for 
our contest. Also bring a $5 gift wrapped gift for a game we will play. Sign 
up at the Welcome Center or email Molly King, m.king@grace43081.org  

 
In 2023, Secret Sisters will begin in January and end in January 2024.  In the Secret 

Sister program at Grace, you will be matched up with another woman in 
the congregation. You are to pray, give little gifts, and send notes of 
encouragement and/or surprises to her once a month January through 
December.  Each woman doesn't know who their "sister" is because, 
shhh...it's a secret!!  

  In January 2024 there will be a Secret Sister Reveal Celebration!!  Not only is it 

1/5 @ Emmanuel 1/19 vs. FBGC 1 2/2 @ Grace 

1/12 vs. FBGC 2 1/26 @ Ephiphany 2/9 vs. Obetz 



16 

 

great to see who your encourager was throughout the year, but there is usually a special 
bond formed between the two of you.  It's such a blessed experience to know your 
"sister" is lifting you up in prayer or remembering you with a little "gift", but even more of 
a blessing that you are the encourager to a member of Grace.  
 You may get to know someone you wouldn't normally get to know at all!   This is 
a great opportunity for fellowship and to form new friendships.  
  Guidelines and an “All About Me” sheets are available at the Welcome Center. To 
sign up, complete the “All About Me”  sheet and turn it to the box at the Welcome Center. 
Deadline to turn in your sheet is January 8. A kick-off event is being planned for January 
15 following the second service.    
  For more information contact  Martha Crist, Lisa Kuhar or the Grace Office. 
 
Christmas Program Practice: Believe it or not we are starting to prepare for the Youth 

Christmas program during the 5pm Christmas Eve service. Once again 
we will have practices during the Sunday School hour 9:45-10:45am in 
the sanctuary through Sunday, December 18. Every effort should be 
made to be at each practice and rehearsal. This years program is titled 
"Live from the First Century". Taken from the Gospel of Luke, this 
program recounts Jesus’ birth in a lighthearted way by juxtaposing the 
Christmas story with a humorous newscast.  
 

OWL Ministry: Don’t forget to check the OWL cart when you are here on 
Sunday.  

 

REACHING OUT TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY  
                

  

Christmas Angel Tree is on display in the Gathering Space the annual Angel Tree to 
benefit the Salvation Army. Each year Grace helps disadvantaged 
children by buying gifts for them. This is done by selecting a tag or two for 
a boy or girl, purchasing a gift (suggestion on the tag), and placing it 
unwrapped under the tree with the tag attached to the gift. The Salvation 
Army will collect the gifts after our last service TODAY. The gifts will then 
be wrapped and distributed to the kids. With your help, the goal is to have 
all 100 tags taken and returned so that a smile can be put on many faces 

this Christmas morning!  
 

Blood Drive SAVE the DATE: Our next Blood Drive is Tuesday, January 10, noon-
6pm. To schedule an appointment call 1800-RED CROSS or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org, sponsor code: GraceLuthWesterville See the Red 
Cross website for donor eligibility information. Direct any questions/concerns 
to Vanessa Stewart.  

 

FIRST FRUITS SUNDAYS    Let all that you do be done in love”.  (1 Corinthians 16:14) 
December Grocery List:  
Artichoke Hearts • Canned Asparagus • BBQ Sauce • Canned 

Beets  • Coffee - Reg and Decaf •  Cream of Wheat/Grits/
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Oatmeal  • Yams/Sweet Potatoes •  Helper Meals (Hamburger, Tuna, etc) •  Juices - 
(Apple, Cranberry, Grape, Orange, Pineapple, Tomato) . • Mayonnaise • Olives • Raisins •  
Salad Dressings - Vinaigrette based • Sugar - Granulated, Brown, and Powdered • Dish 

Soap • Fabric Softener • Laundry Detergent •  Paper Towels • Tissues • Feminine Products 
- Tampons 

We cannot accept food that has reached its expiration date. Any fresh produce, baked 
goods and dairy products take directly to WARM.  Make Checks Payable to: Grace 

Lutheran Church, memo notation for WARM. Blessings to all who are making this a part of 
your regular tithes and offerings. 

MUSIC MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Grace Singers Chancel Choir upcoming schedule: 
December 18 - Warm up at 10:30 in chancel, sing for 11:00 service. Stay for 12:15 PM 
Joyful Noise Concert called “Christmas Is Coming” 
December 21 - Rehearsal at 7:00 
December 24 - Warm up rehearsal in chancel with string quartet at 7:00, Christmas Eve 
service at 8:00 PM 
December 25 - No Chancel Choir 
December 28 - No rehearsal 
January 1 - No Chancel Choir; Happy New Year 
January 4 - Chancel Choir resumes at 7:00 PM  
Contact Jeff Daubenmire, Director of Music Ministries 
 

TEACHING THE FAITH… ENCOURAGING DISCIPLESHIP 
                

 

ADULT EDUCATION –  “That the World May Know” 
How badly do you want to be like Jesus as disciples of Jesus?  We 
have discovered that following Jesus demands an intense 
commitment to the text and complete devotion to Christian community. 
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But there's more, come discover the fierce passion of early Christian brothers and sisters to 
walk like Jesus even when the path became treacherous. Join the adult learning class for 
volume 7, “Walk as Jesus Walked” beginning on December 4, 2022 at 9:45 in the 
fellowship hall for the next installment of That the World May Know! 
 

Women’s Bible Study— The Women's Bible Study will be starting a four week study 
"Because of Bethlehem," by Max Lucado on Wednesday, November 30th at 10:30. "In this 
study Max explores how the One who made everything chose to make himself nothing for 
us. He experienced hunger and thirst. He went through stages of human development. He 
was taught to walk, stand and wash his face. He was completely and genuinely human. 
Because of Bethlehem, we no longer have marks on our record...just grace."    

 

Advent Devotional Now Available: This year’s 
devotional — entitled And He Shall Reign — was 
written by sixteen members of the North American 
Lutheran Church (NALC) staff and based on words 
in Revelation 11:15. For details on how to access this 
Advent devotional, visit thenalc.org/advent. 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
                

 
“Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”- arr. Camil Van Hulse 
This hymn by Johann Olearius (1635-1711) is based on Matthew 21:1-8, the traditional Gospel for 
the First Sunday in Advent.  The first two stanzas begin with the entreaty to the “precious Ransom,” 
the “Savior of the world” and the “Gracious King and Lord,” to come and enter into our heart and 
dwell there forever.  The final two stanzas recall the triumphal entry into Jerusalem, with its shouts of 
hosannas to David’s Son.   
 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” – arr. Al Roberts 
This beautiful hymn is the “Prayer of the Cherubic Hymn” from the Liturgy of St. James, where it is 
used at the beginning of the Liturgy of the Faithful, when the bread and wine are brought to the table.  
Celebrated on St. James’s Day, October 23

rd
, the liturgy is believed to have been composed by St. 

James the Less, first Bishop of Jerusalem, where it was probably first used, and is the original rite 
from which all other Syrian rites were derived.  The Greek original is also found in the Liturgy of St. 
Basil as the Troparion for Holy Saturday morning.   
 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” – arr. Lani Smith 
From the seven antiphons sung in the medieval Roman Church at Vespers before and after the 
Magnificat (Mary’s Song), just prior to Christmas, sometime in the 13

th
 century five of these 

antiphons were selected for a hymn and the “Rejoice, rejoice” refrain added.  Biblical references to 
the Great “O’s” are:  Emmanuel (Isaiah 7:14), Root of Jesse (Isaiah 11:10), Dayspring (Malachi 4:2), 
Key of David (Isaiah 22:22), and O Lord (Adonai) (Exodus 3:15).  The verses point us toward the 
purpose of Advent – to prepare for Christmas, just as Lent prepares for Easter.   
 
“An Advent Gospel” – arr. Michael Barrett/ Lloyd Larson 
This piece with words by Michael Barrett and music composed by Lloyd Larson is in a familiar gospel 
vernacular.  It is a spirited proclamation of the Advent message as well as a song of anticipation.  
Strains of “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” can also be heard marking a positive message of hope and 
praise.   
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“Toccata on Veni Emmanuel” – arr. James Denton 
(See notes above for “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”) 

 

          

 

Scan to Simply Give  

This QR code connects you to the mobile version of Grace’s online giving page 
to give you a quick and easy way to access our webpage without having to type 
out a long web address. Through this link, you can create a one-time or on-
going donation and to specify where you want your gift to be applied. The 
Simply Giving® Program (endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union) is an 
automated stewardship program that helps members give generously. Scan to 
Simply Give today. 

 
Support your Grace when you shop by going through AmazonSmile. When you shop, 

Amazon donates 0.5% of qualifying purchases! It is so simple. When you shop 
just log into Amazon using the Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church unique 
charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-0813288. Just beneath the search 
box you will see: Supporting: Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church. Then shop as 
usual—it’s that easy! 

 

Do you shop at Kroger? If you do and haven’t already, please enroll in the Kroger 
Community Rewards Program and choose Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (org. #: PV731) as your non-profit organization. It’s a Win-Win for 
everyone! Of your Kroger purchases 0.5% will be credited to Grace! It adds up 
quick and is easy to do. If you are already signed up, you no longer need to re-
enroll. Enroll at: www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 

Financial Update: If you would like a copy of the full monthly Treasurer’s report as 
presented to Council, please reach out to the Treasurer, Melissa Hodek, at 
melissa.hodek@gmail.com and it will be emailed to you.  
 

Weekly Worship Attendance:  
2nd Wednesday of Advent: 61 
3rd Sunday of Advent 8:30: 88, 11:00am: 104, total: 192 
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Serving Today 
 

OFFICIATING/  Pastor Matt Cox 
PREACHER 
 
ASSISTING MINISTER Molly King, Commissioned Lay Minister 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC Jeff Daubenmire 
 
ORGANIST     Linda Hoch 
 
SACRISTAN   Fred Pfanz 
 
ACOLYTE   8:30 Brice Graves    11:00 Claire Cain 
 
CANTOR   Sue Mahrt   
 
LECTOR   8:30 Lisa Kuhar  11:00 Karen Holmes 
 
 
COMMUNION   8:30  Paul Whitacre  11:00  Nelson Grover 
ASSISTANT  
 
GREETER   8:30 Bob Ayers  
    11:00 Joe Moleno, Brice Graves 
 
USHERS   8:30  Chris Banks, John Kotik, Dan George, Béla Bernhardt 
    11:00 Mike Grubb, Beverly Grubb, Tom Seamon 
 
ALTAR GUILD Team 1 Linda Seamon, Cheryl Bush, Andrea Bush, Jean Claflin,  
    Dorothy Crain, Cheryl Leiss, Twyla Ridder, Lou Swanson,  
    Barbara Muller  
 
SOUND TECHNICIANS Chris Banks, Dan George, Paul Grant, Eric Bush 
 
NURSERY ATTENDANTS Jamie Montague, Petria Clarke 
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This Week at Grace:  December 18-25, 2022 

           
  
 

Dec. 18 4th Sunday of Advent 
 Pastor Matt Cox 
 8:30 am Worship Service 
 9:45 am Youth Christmas Program Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 9:45 am Adult Learning  
 11:00 am Worship Service  
 12:00 pm Concert: “Christmas is Coming!” 
 1:00 pm Connect Youth Group: Christmas Gathering 
 Angel Tree Deadline 
  
MON        
   
TUES       8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
  
WED. 10:30 am  Women’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
 6:15 pm  Grace Ringers Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 7:00 pm Grace Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
 
THURS   10:00 am A&E Meeting 
 7:00 pm Boy Scouts  
 7:00 pm Worship and Music 
      
FRI.    8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
   
SAT 9:30 am AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
 Christmas Eve 
 Pastor Matt Cox 
 5:00 pm Worship Service: Youth Christmas Program 
 8:00 pm Worship Service 
   
Dec. 25 Christmas Day 
 Pastor Matt Cox 
 10:00 am Worship Service 
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100 East Schrock Road, Westerville, Ohio 43081 
Phone: (614)  882-3026  
E-mail: office@grace43081.org 
Website:  www.grace43081.org 
http://www.facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm, Fri 9am-Noon 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church has been serving the Westerville community for more than 108 years, 
supporting local ministries such as the Westerville Area Resource Ministry, Westerville Partnership Habitat for 
Humanity, and Westerville CROP Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran Social Services programs like Faith Mis-
sion and provides weekly meeting space for Boy Scout Troop 007 and four AA groups. 
 

Vision Statement:   We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered community of faith, inviting all,  
       growing in discipleship, sharing in ministries. 
 

Mission Statement:   Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to grow disciples and serve our  
         community. 
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of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 

Copyright Information for One License 
 
Hymns:   
“Come, O Precious Ransom”. Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.; Mu-

sic: Neuverfertigtes Gesangbuch, Darmstadt, 1699. Text and Music: Public Domain. 
 
“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”. Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John M. Neale, 

1818-1866, alt. Music: French processional, 15th cent. Text, Tune, and Arrangement: Public Domain. 
 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”. Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1885, alt. 
Music: French folk tune, 17th cent. Text and Tune: Public Domain. Arrangement: Augsburg Fortress, Minneapolis, 
MN, OneLicense. 

 
“Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” – arr. Camil Van Hulse, from Seven Preludes on Advent Hymns by Camil 
Van Hulse, Concordia Publishing House, ©1952 
 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” – arr. Al Roberts, from Augsburg Organ Library:  Baptism and Communion, 
Augsburg Fortress, ©2006 
 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” – arr. Lani Smith, from “The Advent of Our God:  Carols of Promise and Expecta-
tion for Organ and Piano by Lani Smith, Lorenz Publishing Co., ©2015 
 
“An Advent Gospel” – arr. Michael Barrett/ Lloyd Larson, GlorySound, ©2008 
 
“Toccata on Veni Emmanuel” – arr. James Denton, from The Organ Portfolio (October 1983), Lorenz Publishing 
Co., ©1983 
 
  


