Palm
Sunday

April 5, 2020

Welcome to Grace
We give thanks that you have come to Grace to worship in God’s house.
To our guests — We invite you to worship with us often and consider our family of
faith yours.
Everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin. Large Print Bulletins
and Quiet Books (for our very young worshipers) are available from the ushers.
Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system to accommodate hearing
difficulties. Please ask the sound technician for a receiver.
Please turn off or silence your personal communication device.
We also ask that you not bring food or drink into our worship space.
We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). The
NALC embraces four core values: Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally
Grounded and Congregationally Focused. The NALC is focused on living out
Christ’s Great Commission to go and make disciples in North America and around
the globe. We invite you to learn more about our congregation and the NALC.

Palm/Passion Sunday
As Holy Week begins we are drawn into the dramatic turn of events of the last days of
Jesus’ life. On Sunday he is welcomed into Jerusalem with shouts of joy and roaring
“hosannas.” By the end of the week he will be betrayed, arrested, and abandoned by
Passover pilgrims and his closest friends. Things turn quickly from a parade to a death
sentence which is carried out on a cross between two thieves.

Please stand—all are invited to assemble in the Gathering Space for the processional.
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The Procession with Palms
GATHERING
P
C

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to the Son of David.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: John 12: 12-19
A
C

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 12th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

12

The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming
to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying
out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of
Israel!” 14And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 15“Fear not,
daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 16His disciples
did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him.
17
The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised
him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd went to meet
him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another,
“You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”
A
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF THE PALMS
P
C
P

C

Please raise your palm branches.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through your Savior
Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was
proclaimed Messiah and king by those who spread garments and
branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry
them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross.
so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with
you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

With palm branches raised, please turn to follow the Processional Cross.
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GATHERING HYMN

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor”
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Confession and Forgiveness
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

C
P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P
C

Merciful Father,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

The Gathering
PEACE
P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
You may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.
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GREETING
A
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A
C

Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God,
you have sent your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ,
to take upon himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross,
that all of humanity should follow the example of his great humility.
Mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of his patience
and also be made partakers of his resurrection;
through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
PARISH CONCERNS
The Word
FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
Isaiah declared that no amount of persecution or malevolence could disgrace him, for the
Lord God is his help. He was given the wisdom of the those who have been taught by
the Lord. If God is our help, who then can declare us guilty?
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The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to
sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my
ear to hear as those who are taught. 5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not
rebellious; I turned not backward. 6I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to
those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 7But the Lord
God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a
flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 8He who vindicates me is near. Who will
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him come near to
me. 9a Behold, the Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty?
L
C

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 118:19-29
L
C
L
C
L

C
L
C
L
C

L

19

Open for me the | gates of righteousness;
I will enter them; I will offer thanks | to the Lord.
20
“This is the gate | of the Lord;
he who is | righteous may enter.”
21
I will give thanks to you, for you | answered me
and have become | my salvation.
22
The same stone which the build- | ers rejected
has become the chief | cornerstone.
23
This is | the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous | in our eyes.
24
On this day the | Lord has acted;
we will rejoice and be | glad in it.
25
Hosannah, | Lord, hosannah!
Lord, send us | now success.
26
Blessed is he who comes in the name | of the Lord;
we bless you from the house | of the Lord.
27
God is the Lord; he has | shined upon us;
form a procession with branches up to the horns | of the altar.
28
“You are my God, and | I will thank you;
you are my God, and I | will exalt you.”
29
Give thanks to the Lord, for | he is good;
his mercy en- | dures forever.

SECOND READING:

Philippians 2:5-11

Paul reminded the congregation at Philippi that Jesus humbled himself by becoming
human. He adopted a servant nature, and was fully obedient to God — an obedience
that included death on a cross.
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Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was
in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
L
C

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

HOLY GOSPEL
P
C

Luke 19:28-40

The Holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

28

After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, "Go into the village ahead of you, and as
you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. 31If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' just say this, 'The Lord needs
it.'" 32So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were
untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?" 34They said,
"The Lord needs it." 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on
the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on
the road. 37As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the
whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the
deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying,
"Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!"
39
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, order your disciples to
stop." 40He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out."
29

P
C

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated, children come forward for the Children’s Message.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Children return to their seats.
MESSAGE

Molly King, CLM
Pastor Tom Phillips

Please stand.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“There Is a Green Hill Far Away”

APOSTLES’ CREED
A
C

We confess our Christian faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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We Worship God Through our Giving
Please stand.
CREATE IN ME

OFFERING PRAYER
A
C

Let us pray. Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A

A
C
A

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.
A brief silence.
Lord Jesus, by your Cross and precious Blood you have redeemed the whole
world and drawn all people to yourself. We praise and adore you for your
great sacrifice and love. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Holy One, you have sent teachers and prophets to your people since the
beginning of time. Grant us ears and hearts to be open to the power of your
Holy Word. Help us to be faithful in discernment and in obedience to you as
we hear you speak through the Scriptures. Lord in your mercy.
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C
A

C
A

C
A

C
A

C
A
C

Hear our prayer.
Lord of Life, grant us the gift of new life as we follow Jesus to the cross
during this Holy Week. Remind us of his selfless sacrifice for humanity, and
fill us with a renewed understanding of what Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection means for all who trust in you. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Prince of Peace, bring about your reign of peace in this world where trouble
strikes daily, where the hungry cry out for food, and the victims of injustice
cry out for help. Give us peace in our hearts even as we practice peace in
our churches, homes, and workplaces. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, by your Cross and precious Blood, save and redeemed all who
walk through the dark valleys of suffering, sorrow and death especially we
pray for Michael Robbins, Mary Ulrich, Clarence Clapham, Shirley Wortman,
Janice Hardick, Yvonne Cline, Joan Hassler and Eileen Damm. Be with all
suffering from Covid-19. Be with all healthcare workers. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Almighty God, source of all mercy and giver of comfort: Deal graciously, we
pray, with those who mourn for Mary Fritzsche. Casting all their sorrow on
you, they may know the consolation of your love; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Hear and graciously answer our prayers, O blessed Savior, according to the
mercy and favor you have for your people.
Amen

Please be seated.
THE LORD'S PRAYER
P
C

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.
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The Sending

BLESSING
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“Glory Be to Jesus”

DISMISSAL
Children
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Remember in our prayers…The Family of Mary Fritzsche, Michael Robins, Mary Ulrich,
Clarence Clapham, Shirley Wortman, Janice Hardick, Yvonne Cline, Joan Hassler,
Eileen Damm
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Notes & News
WELCOME, GUESTS! We welcome you as our guest in our church home and invite you
to continue to worship with us. Please accept a “guest bag” at the Welcome Center,
containing information about Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church. Please see an usher for
assistance.
Church Hours: After evaluating our current situation, all services and activities at Grace
will be cancelled through Saturday, April 11th. During this time, access to the church will be
restricted so please contact the church office ahead of any visit, 614-882-3026.

YOUTH & FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Vision Statement: To nurture Youth and Family in Christ through Bible based

teaching, music, activities and community outreach.
The collection of items for Lutheran World Relief Health Kits will resume, once
services resume. Stay tuned and keep collecting.
Save the Date for Vacation Bible School: Anchored: Deepening Faith

in God! Sunday, July 19-Tuesday, July 21, 6-8pm.
REACHING OUT TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY
Piggy Banks for Habitat “Putting God’s Love into Action”: Grace’s Habitat for
Humanity Lenten Calendars and Piggy Banks are a chance to realize our blessing while
helping others. If you have questions contact Joanne Figge or Lois Rumph. Donations can
be dropped off once services resume or made directly to Westerville Habitat Partnership:
http://westervillehabitat.org/
FIRST FRUITS SUNDAYS

Let all that you do be done in love”. (1 Corinthians

16:14)

April Grocery List:
Hamburger/tuna helper; mac & cheese; rice, potato, pasta sides, mashed
potatoes; beef/chicken ramen noodles; tuna (small and large); mayonnaise,
ketchup, mustard; canned beets and potatoes; diapers size 5, 6; wipes; toilet paper, paper
towels, tissues; and fresh produce is always welcome, especially early in the week. We
cannot accept food that has reached its expiration date. REMEMBER to place only nonperishable items in our grocery carts. Take fresh produce, baked goods and dairy products
directly to WARM. Make Checks Payable to: Grace Lutheran Church, memo notation for
WARM. Blessings to all who are making this a part of your regular tithes and offerings.
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Scan to Simply Give
This QR code connects you to the mobile version of Grace’s online giving page to give
you a quick and easy way to access our webpage without having to type out a long
web address. Through this link, you can create a one-time or on-going donation and to
specify where you want your gift to be applied. The Simply Giving® Program
(endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union) is an automated stewardship program that helps
members give generously. Scan to Simply Give today.
Financial Update: If you would like a copy of the full monthly Treasurer’s report as
presented to Council, please reach out to the Treasurer, Melissa Hodek, at
melissa.hodek@gmail.com and it will be emailed to you.
Feb 2020
MTD
YTD

Pledged
$ 36,667
$ 73,334

Collected
Excess/ (Deficit)
$ 36,207.71 $ ( 459.29)
$ 67,432.71 $ (5,901.29)

Weekly Worship Attendance
Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29: services cancelled
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100 East Schrock Road, Westerville, Ohio 43081
Phone: (614) 882-3026
E-mail: office@grace43081.org
Website: www.grace43081.org
http://www.facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm, Fri 9am-Noon

Learning for Children & Youth- 9:30 am
Learning for Adults– 9:45 am

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church has been serving the Westerville community for more than 108 years,
supporting local ministries such as the Westerville Area Resource Ministry, Westerville Partnership Habitat for
Humanity, and Westerville CROP Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran Social Services programs like Faith Mission and provides weekly meeting space for Boy Scout Troop 007 and three AA groups.
Vision Statement: We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered community of faith, inviting all,
growing in discipleship, sharing in ministries.
Mission Statement: Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to grow disciples and serve our
community.
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