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   Welcome to Grace  
 

We give thanks that you have come to Grace to worship in God’s house.  
 
To our guests — We invite you to worship with us often and consider our family of 
faith yours.   
 
Everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin.  Large Print Bulletins and 
Quiet Books (for our very young worshipers) are available from the ushers. 
 
Our facility is equipped with a hearing assistance system to accommodate hearing 
difficulties.  Please ask the sound technician for a receiver. 
  
Please turn off or silence your personal communication device.  
We also ask that you not bring food or drink into our worship space.   
 
We are a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). The NALC 
embraces four core values: Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally Grounded 
and Congregationally Focused.  The NALC is focused on living out Christ’s Great 
Commission to go and make disciples in North America and around the globe.  We 
invite you to learn more about our congregation and the NALC. 

 

         

 
Third Sunday of Advent 
 
Jesus lifted up the work and character of John the Baptist, of whom the prophet Isaiah 
spoke when he said that one would come to prepare the way of the Lord. With the promises 
of a desert in full bloom, the blind receiving sight, and the lame walking, the exhortation to 
be patient and persevere until the coming of the Lord’s Messiah gives us hope and courage 
as we wait for Christ’s return 
 
PRELUDE                            Linda Hoch 

 "O Lord, How Shall I Meet You" - arr. David Lasky 
 "Hark, the Glad Sound!" - arr. Elaine Dykstra     
       
Parish Concerns 
 
 

Please stand as you are able and face the Baptismal Font. 
 
 
 
 



3 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 
 
 P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,            
  and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you    
  and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 C Amen. 
 
 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth               
  is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just     
  will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
     Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  
 P Merciful Father, 
 C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot  
  free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 
  word and deed, by what we have done 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may              
  delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
 P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
  for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained     
  minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore           
  declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,                                                      

  in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN               "O Lord, How Shall I Meet You"  
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The Gathering  
GREETING         
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C And also with you! 
 

KYRIE         

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

   8:30  Steve, Julie, Jack, Molly and Caroline Young  
 11:00 Eric, Cheryl, Andrea and Heather Bush 
  

Leader  Shepherds heard the message of the angel. They rejoiced at the good  
  news that a Savior was born, and they were the first to tell others the  
  Good News of Jesus. Like the shepherds, we are called to be witnesses  
  to Christ. We pray that God would give us the boldness to speak.  
  

  In joy, we light the third candle in the Advent wreath, the Shepherd  
  Candle. We read in Luke, Chapter 2: 
   [The shepherds] went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,  
   and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made  
   known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.  
   (Luke 2: 16-17 ESV) 
  

    Light the third candle 
  

CAROL FOR LIGHTING THE SHEPHERD CANDLE:  
  A verse from “The First Noel” 
  

  The first Noel the angel did say,  
   was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
  In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  
   On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the king of Israel! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

 P The Lord be with you. 
 C And also with you. 
 

 P Let us pray.  
 C Lord Jesus Christ, give ear to our prayers, and lighten the darkness of 
  our hearts by your gracious visitation; for you live and reign with the 
  Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

Please be seated. 
 

The Word 
 

FIRST READING:   Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

When the Lord comes to save his people, even the earth will be glad. The desert will bloom 
and flower; the dry land shall sing its praises to the Lord. The blind shall see, the lame shall 
leap and the mute will sing for joy as salvation comes to God’s people, who will be brought 
back to Zion. 
 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
  the majesty of our God. 
 
 3Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
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 8A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  
 

 L The word of the Lord.       
 C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 146:5-10 
 
 

Refrain 
 

 

 

Psalm 
Tone 

 
L Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
  whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 
C 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
  who keeps promis- | es forever; 
L 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
  The LORD sets the | captive free. 
C 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; 
  the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down; 
 the LORD | loves the righteous.   Refrain 
L 9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 
 the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, 
  but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
C 10The LORD shall | reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!   Refrain 
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SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 

Blessed are those who remain steadfast in the face of suffering. Be patient and long-
suffering, for the Lord is merciful and compassionate. 
 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 
rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. 
See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, 
beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  
 

  L The word of the Lord. 
 C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

HOLY GOSPEL     Matthew 11:2-11 
 

When John the Baptist was in prison for proclaiming a baptism of repentance, he sent 
his followers to Jesus, asking him, “Are you the one?” Jesus sent a message back to 
John quoting the prophet Isaiah, “The blind receive their sight and the lame walk ...”. 
Then Jesus spoke to the crowds about John, praising him among men and confirming 
his role as the messenger sent to prepare the way of the Lord. 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 
 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who 
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takes no offense at me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 

8
What then did you go out 

to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, 
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  
 

  P The gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

MESSAGE                                                 Pastor Amy Little 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                   "Hark, the Glad Sound"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’  CREED 
 

A We confess our Christian faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

 C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

 A Let us pray in the name of Jesus, to our heavenly Father for the Church,  
  the world and one another.  
  A brief silence 
After each petition: 
 

 A  Lord, in your mercy, 
 C Hear our prayer.  
 

 A Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in  
  your mercy; through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 
 

PEACE           
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 C And also with you. 

 

          You may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
              and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
 

Please be seated.  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                               
8:30 "An Advent Reflection" - arr. Joseph M. Martin  
  Grace Singers Chancel Choir 
11:00 "On Jordan' Banks the Baptist's Cry" - arr. Lani Smith  
  Martha Crist - Piano, Linda Hoch - Organ 
 

Please stand. 
 

PREFACE 
 

 P The Lord be with you. 
 C And also with you. 
 

 P Lift up your hearts. 
 C We lift them to the Lord. 
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 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right and salutary . . . The Presider continues with the preface, 
  concluding:...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  

 P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread,  
  gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples and said, “Take, eat, 
  this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

  In the same way he also took the cup after supper, gave thanks,  
  and gave it to them, and said, “Take and drink it all of you.  
  This cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is poured out for you 
  for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it,  
  in remembrance of me.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER        
 

P Together we pray. 
C Our Father,  
    who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,      
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
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    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    forever and ever.  Amen. 

Please be seated.  
 

LAMB OF GOD         
 

 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood who are baptized in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified 

and risen, is truly present in and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life 
and salvation. 

 

Children who do not commune are invited forward to receive a blessing.   
You may receive the Communion Wine by taking a communion glass from the tray  

as it is offered to you.  
As always, the common cup is offered for those who desire to use it, everyone is also 

welcome to use the individual cups. If you desire the common cup, please point to it as 
the individual cups pass by you.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the communion tray.  
After you have received, please place the empty communion glass in the basket 

provided 
(Gluten-free hosts are available by telling the person giving the host) 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC           Jeff Daubenmire 
 Special Selections by Jeff Daubenmire   
                 

After communion is finished, please stand. 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
  strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 C Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through  
  the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you  
  would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent  
  love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 C Amen.  
 

 The Sending 
BLESSING  
        

 P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ grant you peace.  
 C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                "People, Look East" 
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DISMISSAL 
 

 Children Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 C  Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                                                              Linda Hoch 
 "People, Look East!" - arr. Kristina Langlois  
 

Offering: A basket will be placed by the baptismal font for offering. Offerings can be 
placed in the basket before or after the service.  
 

                

 

Flowers are given by… 
 Janet Breen in celebration of the birthdays of Merl and son Rich. 
 

Remember in our prayers… Call Committee, future senior pastor, Tyler Edgell, Bob 
Bower, Billie Bower, Stephanie Foos, Eloise Collier, Barbara Muller, John Moffett, 
Will Stoll, Ray Bertelsen, Shawn Turnbull 

 

                

 
This morning Grace welcomes Pr. Amy Little, NALC 
General Secretary. She will be preaching at both the 
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8:30am and 11:00am services. Please join us at 9:45am in the Fellowship Hall, where she will 
be discussing the NALC Strategic Plan Rollout. 
 

Pastor Amy is married to Jeff (for 29 years) and they have two grown children, a son Noah 
(25) who is married to Alyssa, and a daughter Anna (20). She is a graduate of Ohio University 
(B.S), Trinity Lutheran Seminary (MDiv) and Lutheran Seminary at Philadelphia (DMin). She 
served Trinity Lutheran Church, Monroeville, Ohio for 19 years before being called to the role 
of General Secretary of the North American Lutheran Church.   
 

                

 

Notes & News 
 

WELCOME, GUESTS!     We welcome you as our guest in our church home and invite you to 
continue to worship with us. We invite guests to take a welcome bag at the 
Welcome Desk to learn more about Grace and sign the Pew Pad to let us 
know you were worshipping with us today.  

 

Service Recording: The recorded 8:30am service will be available at www.grace43081.org 
around 11am. 
 

A huge thank you to the church for cookie donations for the HSTB 
371st Ohio Army National Guard unit!  The cookies were very appreciated 
by everyone at the family party.  We are so grateful for our church and the 
support we are always shown!  
Jodie, Miguel, and Alaina Arreguin 

 
 

The Call Committee Update:  Thanks to everyone for your support and input as we continue 
our journey to call a senior pastor for Grace. As we now work together to write 
Grace’s profile for a senior pastor, we will have little to communicate until it is 
completed. We ask that you support us in prayer and to pray for the pastor who God 
is preparing for Grace. Our progress will be documented on our tri-fold poster of the 
NALC’s “36 steps” in calling a pastor and is available for your viewing in the 
Gathering Space. Grace Call Committee members are: Karen Bale, Chris Hoch, 
Regina Place, Gregg Rearick, Abby Reynolds, and Vanessa Stewart.  

 

Grace Supper Club enjoyed its dinner outing at Napa Kitchen & Bar last month. Supper Club 
is taking a hiatus for the month of December, but look for information in the 
January newsletter or Sunday bulletins for next month’s restaurant location. We 
meet on the third Thursday of the month, so be sure to mark your calendar. 
Please join us for an evening of fun and fellowship. Any questions, please see 

either Bev Grubb or Tami Stone.”  
 

Flowers for 2023: Dates for 2023 have been added to the binder. Flowers at Grace can 
honor a special event, remember a loved one or simply give glory to God. You may 
sign up at the welcome center, on-line or call the office. The actual cost of flowers 
has increased to $75.00 a Sunday. The suggested donation will now be $30. Since 
that does not cover the cost, this donation is not to purchase flowers for your own, 
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but contribute for the enjoyment of all. After the service, the arrangement is moved to the 
welcome center for the following week to enhance our space even longer.  
 
NURSERY is open! The Nursery is open Sunday mornings during both services and the 

Sunday School hour. Trained, professional sitters are present every week 
to care for your children, ages 6 and younger. If you have any question see 
Molly King.  
 

Dartball: The 2022-2023 dartball season is underway. Seasoned veterans of the sport and 
all potential newcomers are welcome to join us. The formal schedule has not 
been announced yet, but we do know the date of the first game. Robert Bassett 
(419.236.4293 or rgbassettiii@ghmail.com) is happy to answer any questions 
anyone may have.  

 

 

 

 

YOUTH & FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
        

 

Vision Statement: To nurture Youth and Family in Christ through Bible based teaching, 
music, activities and community outreach. 

 
Come join us for Christmas Caroling December 18th at 4:00pm. We will 
meet at the church and visit those that are homebound and in care facilities. 
Sign up at the Welcome Center or contact Karen Bale and Chris Troutman.   
 

The Connect Youth Group is meeting December 18th at 1:00. We will be having an ugly 
sweater contest, making Christmas cards, and decorating Christmas cut out 
cookies. There is Christmas caroling at 4:00 on that day. The cookies and 
cards will be going with the carolers that are visiting the homebound and 
those in care facilities. Lunch will be provided. There will be prizes for our 
contest. Also bring a $5 gift wrapped gift for a game we will play. Sign up at 
the Welcome Center or email Molly King, m.king@grace43081.org  

 
In 2023, Secret Sisters will begin in January and end in January 2024.  In the Secret 

Sister program at Grace, you will be matched up with another woman in the 
congregation. You are to pray, give little gifts, and send notes of 
encouragement and/or surprises to her once a month January through 
December.  Each woman doesn't know who their "sister" is because, 
shhh...it's a secret!!  

  In January 2024 there will be a Secret Sister Reveal Celebration!!  Not only is it 
great to see who your encourager was throughout the year, but there is usually a special 
bond formed between the two of you.  It's such a blessed experience to know your "sister" 
is lifting you up in prayer or remembering you with a little "gift", but even more of a blessing 

1/5 @ Emmanuel 1/19 vs. FBGC 1 2/2 @ Grace 

1/12 vs. FBGC 2 1/26 @ Ephiphany 2/9 vs. Obetz 
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that you are the encourager to a member of Grace.  
 You may get to know someone you wouldn't normally get to know at all!   This is a 
great opportunity for fellowship and to form new friendships.  
  Guidelines and an “All About Me” sheets are available at the Welcome Center. To 
sign up, complete the “All About Me”  sheet and turn it to the box at the Welcome Center. 
Deadline to turn in your sheet is January 8. A kick-off event is being planned for January 15 
following the second service.    
  For more information contact  Martha Crist, Lisa Kuhar or the Grace Office. 

 

Christmas Program Practice: Believe it or not we are starting to prepare 
for the Youth Christmas program during the 5pm Christmas Eve service. 
Once again we will have practices during the Sunday School hour 9:45-
10:45am in the sanctuary through Sunday, December 18. We will have a 
dress rehearsal Saturday, December 17, 9am-noon. Every effort 
should be made to be at each practice and rehearsal. This years program 
is titled "Live from the First Century". Taken from the Gospel of Luke, this 
program recounts Jesus’ birth in a lighthearted way by juxtaposing the 
Christmas story with a humorous newscast.  
 

OWL Ministry: Don’t forget to check the OWL cart when you are here on 
Sunday.  
 

REACHING OUT TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY  
                

  

Christmas Angel Tree is on display in the Gathering Space the annual Angel Tree to 
benefit the Salvation Army. Each year Grace helps disadvantaged children 
by buying gifts for them. This is done by selecting a tag or two for a boy or 
girl, purchasing a gift (suggestion on the tag), and placing it unwrapped under 
the tree with the tag attached to the gift. The Salvation Army will collect the 
gifts after our last service Sunday, December 18th,. The gifts will then be 
wrapped and distributed to the kids. With your help, the goal is to have all 
100 tags taken and returned so that a smile can be put on many faces this 

Christmas morning!  
 

Blood Drive SAVE the DATE: Our next Blood Drive is Tuesday, January 10, noon-
6pm. To schedule an appointment call 1800-RED CROSS or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org, sponsor code: GraceLuthWesterville See the Red Cross 
website for donor eligibility information. Direct any questions/concerns to 
Vanessa Stewart.  

 

FIRST FRUITS SUNDAYS    Let all that you do be done in love”.  (1 Corinthians 16:14) 
December Grocery List:  

Artichoke Hearts • Canned Asparagus • BBQ Sauce • 
Canned Beets  • Coffee - Reg and Decaf •  Cream of 

Wheat/Grits/Oatmeal  • Yams/Sweet Potatoes •  Helper 
Meals (Hamburger, Tuna, etc) •  Juices - (Apple, 
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Cranberry, Grape, Orange, Pineapple, Tomato) . • Mayonnaise • Olives • Raisins •  Salad 
Dressings - Vinaigrette based • Sugar - Granulated, Brown, and Powdered • Dish Soap • 

Fabric Softener • Laundry Detergent •  Paper Towels • Tissues • Feminine Products - 
Tampons 

We cannot accept food that has reached its expiration date. Any fresh produce, baked 
goods and dairy products take directly to WARM.  Make Checks Payable to: Grace 

Lutheran Church, memo notation for WARM. Blessings to all who are making this a part of 
your regular tithes and offerings. 

MONTHLY FOOD/HYGIENE=389lbs.; YEAR TO DATE FOOD/HYGIENE=3,980.5 lbs.  
MONTHLY MONETARY= $925.00 ; YEAR TO DATE MONETARY= $ 12,674.43* 
*Includes $1,000 contribution from the Mission Reserve Fund for WARM Hunger Action 
month 
CROP WALK: $2,551 (includes a matching $1,000 contribution from the Mission Reserve 
Fund) 
WARM Thanksgiving Blessing raised: 42 Blessing Bags; $2,155**, which was 
matched by Codrea Financial Services for a total financial impact of $4,310.  
**Includes $1,000 contribution from the Mission Reserve Fund for WARM Blessing 
Bags. 

 

TEACHING THE FAITH… ENCOURAGING DISCIPLESHIP 
                

 

The Men of Grace will meet on Saturday, Dec. 17 at their regular time: 8:00 am. This 
will be a fellowship meeting and we will be sharing our Christmas traditions- past and 
present. Breakfast and fellowship. If your youngsters are interested, bring them along.  
 
ADULT EDUCATION –  “That the World May Know” 

How badly do you want to be like Jesus as disciples of Jesus?  We 
have discovered that following Jesus demands an intense 
commitment to the text and complete devotion to Christian 
community. But there's more, come discover the fierce passion of 
early Christian brothers and sisters to walk like Jesus even when the 
path became treacherous. Join the adult learning class for volume 7, 
“Walk as Jesus Walked” beginning on December 4, 2022 at 9:45 in 

the fellowship hall for the next installment of That the World May Know! 
 

Women’s Bible Study— The Women's Bible Study will be starting a four week study 
"Because of Bethlehem," by Max Lucado on Wednesday, November 30th at 10:30. "In this 
study Max explores how the One who made everything chose to make himself nothing for 
us. He experienced hunger and thirst. He went through stages of human development. He 
was taught to walk, stand and wash his face. He was completely and genuinely human. 
Because of Bethlehem, we no longer have marks on our record...just grace."    

 

Advent Devotional Now Available: This year’s 
devotional — entitled And He Shall Reign — was 
written by sixteen members of the North American 
Lutheran Church (NALC) staff and based on words 
in Revelation 11:15. For details on how to access this 
Advent devotional, visit thenalc.org/advent. 
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MUSIC MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
                

 

Grace Singers Chancel Choir upcoming schedule: 
December 14 - Choir hosting the Advent Soup Supper that night 6:00-7:00; Advent Service 
warm up 6:45 PM, service at 7:00, rehearse at 7:30 
December 18 - Warm up at 10:30 in chancel, sing for 11:00 service. Stay for 12:15 PM 
Joyful Noise Concert called “Christmas Is Coming” 
December 21 - Rehearsal at 7:00 
December 24 - Warm up rehearsal in chancel with string quartet at 7:00, Christmas Eve 
service at 8:00 PM 
December 25 - No Chancel Choir 
December 28 - No rehearsal 
January 1 - No Chancel Choir; Happy New Year 
January 4 - Chancel Choir resumes at 7:00 PM  
Contact Jeff Daubenmire, Director of Music Ministries 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
                

 
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” – arr. David Lasky 
This hymn by Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676) was first published in ten German stanzas in 1653 in 
Christoph Runge’s D.M. Luthers und anderer vornehmen geistreichen und gelehrtern Männer 
geistliche Lieder und Psalmen.  The text of this hymn is about welcoming the incarnate God who sets 
us free from our gloom, rejoicing.  Paul Gerhardt ranks with Martin Luther as a writer of German 
hymns.  While Luther’s hymns are objective, and sometimes militant in their tone, Gerhardt’s are 
more subjective, reflecting the quiet strength of the unwavering faith and trust in God’s love.   
 

“Hark the Glad Sound!” – arr. Elaine Dykstra 
For the theme “Christ’s message” based on Luke 4:18-19 (“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor…”), Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) 
wrote a seven-stanza hymn.  Doddridge, one of 20 children, was an Independent (Congregational) 
minister.  He also founded an academy where he taught Hebrew, Greek, philosophy, logic, algebra, 
trigonometry, and theology.  Doddridge died of tuberculosis from over work.   
 

“An Advent Reflection” – arr. Joseph M. Martin 
This arrangement by Joseph M. Martin quotes from the hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”.  The 
piece is a prayerful Advent anthem that is an ardent plea for the Promised One to come and dispel 
our gloom and sadness.   
 

“On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” – arr. Lani Smith 
When John Chandler (1806-1878) translated the hymn from Latin he thought that it was a medieval 
work, but it was by a distinguished French scholar of the 18

th
 century who wrote more than 100 

hymns in Latin, Charles Coffin (1676-1749).  Its theme is John the Baptist’s announcement of Christ’s 
advent and his call to the people of Israel to repent and prepare for His coming.  This arrangement by 
Lani Smith is based on an alternative tune for the hymn WINCHESTER NEW.   
 

“People, Look East!” – arr. Kristina Langlois 
“People, Look East” is one of six texts – some original, some translated – that Eleanor Farjeon (1881-
1965) contributed to the Oxford Book of Carols (1928).  Farjeon was a member of a distinguished 
musical and literary family.  Together with another brother, Herbert, she published two plays as well 
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as a rhyming history of England for children.  The tune for this hymn, BESANÇON, is an old 
French carol – “Cantons, bargiés, noué, noué” - from Besançon, a city in eastern France.  It was 
published in 1871 in Bramley Stainer’s Christmas Carols New and Old.   

          

 
 

Scan to Simply Give  

This QR code connects you to the mobile version of Grace’s online giving 
page to give you a quick and easy way to access our webpage without having 
to type out a long web address. Through this link, you can create a one-time 
or on-going donation and to specify where you want your gift to be applied. 
The Simply Giving® Program (endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union) 
is an automated stewardship program that helps members give generously. 
Scan to Simply Give today. 

 
Support your Grace when you shop by going through AmazonSmile. When you 

shop, Amazon donates 0.5% of qualifying purchases! It is so simple. When 
you shop just log into Amazon using the Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
unique charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-0813288. Just beneath 
the search box you will see: Supporting: Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
Then shop as usual—it’s that easy! 

 

Do you shop at Kroger? If you do and haven’t already, please enroll in the Kroger 
Community Rewards Program and choose Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (org. #: PV731) as your non-profit organization. It’s a Win-Win for 
everyone! Of your Kroger purchases 0.5% will be credited to Grace! It adds 
up quick and is easy to do. If you are already signed up, you no longer need 
to re-enroll. Enroll at: www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 

Financial Update: If you would like a copy of the full monthly Treasurer’s report as 
presented to Council, please reach out to the Treasurer, Melissa Hodek, at 
melissa.hodek@gmail.com and it will be emailed to you.  
 

Weekly Worship Attendance:  
1st Wednesday of Advent: 61 
2nd Sunday of Advent 8:30: 58, 11:00am: 138, total: 196 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:melissa.hodek@gmail.com
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Serving Today 
 

OFFICIATING/  Pastor Amy Little 
PREACHER 
 
ASSISTING MINISTER Pastor Matt Cox 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC Jeff Daubenmire 
 
ORGANIST     Linda Hoch 
 
SACRISTAN   Fred Pfanz 
 
ACOLYTE   8:30  Molly Young 11:00  Lauren Place 
 
CANTOR   Jeff Daubenmire   
 
LECTOR   8:30 Vanessa Stewart  11:00 Sue Mahrt 
 
 
COMMUNION   8:30  Vanessa Stewart  11:00  Tom Seamon 

ASSISTANT  
 
GREETER   8:30 Marcella Barr    
    11:00 Shawn & Teresa Turnbull 
 
USHERS   8:30  Bill Kulju, John Hicks, Aaron Singleton 
    11:00 Tom Moser, Mike Grubb, Mike King 
 
ALTAR GUILD Team 1 Linda Seamon, Cheryl Bush, Andrea Bush, Jean Claflin,  
    Dorothy Crain, Cheryl Leiss, Twyla Ridder, Lou Swanson,  
    Barbara Muller  
 
SOUND TECHNICIANS Chris Banks, Dan George, Paul Grant, Eric Bush 
 
NURSERY ATTENDANTS Kathleen Betz, Petria Clarke 
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This Week at Grace:  December 11-18, 2022 

           
  
 

Dec. 11 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 Pastor Amy Little 
 8:30 am Worship Service 
 9:45 am Youth Christmas Program Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 9:45 am Adult Learning  
 11:00 am Worship Service  
 12:00 pm Council Meeting 
 5:30 pm Scioto Brass Concert (Sanctuary) 
  
MON       9:45 am  SLAM Stroller Fitness Class (Fellowship Hall) 
 1:00 pm Ruth Circle 
    

TUES       9:45 am  SLAM Stroller Fitness Class (Fellowship Hall) 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
  

WED. 10:30 am  Women’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
 6:00 pm  Grace Ringers Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 6:00 pm Advent Soup Supper (Fellowship Hall) 
 7:00 pm 3rd Wednesday of Advent Service 
 7:30 pm Grace Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
 

THURS   9:45 am  SLAM Stroller Fitness Class (Fellowship Hall) 
 11:30 am Staff Meeting 
 7:00 pm Boy Scouts  
      

FRI.    8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
   

SAT 9:30 am AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
 9:00 am Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
   

Dec. 18 4th Sunday of Advent 
 Pastor Matt Cox 
 8:30 am Worship Service 
 9:45 am Youth Christmas Program Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 9:45 am Adult Learning  
 11:00 am Worship Service  
 12:00 pm Concert: “Christmas is Coming!” 
 1:00 pm Connect Youth Group: Christmas Gathering 
 Angel Tree Deadline 
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100 East Schrock Road, Westerville, Ohio 43081 
Phone: (614)  882-3026  
E-mail: office@grace43081.org 
Website:  www.grace43081.org 
http://www.facebook.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranWesterville 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm, Fri 9am-Noon 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church has been serving the Westerville community for more than 108 years, 
supporting local ministries such as the Westerville Area Resource Ministry, Westerville Partnership Habitat for 
Humanity, and Westerville CROP Walk. Grace also supports Lutheran Social Services programs like Faith Mis-
sion and provides weekly meeting space for Boy Scout Troop 007 and four AA groups. 
 

Vision Statement:   We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered community of faith, inviting all,  
       growing in discipleship, sharing in ministries. 
 

Mission Statement:   Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to grow disciples and serve our  
         community. 
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Artwork and portions of the liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2008 . Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27032. 

 

Scripture texts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 

Copyright Information for One License 
 
Hymns:   
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”. Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. Composite. Music: Johan Crüger, 1598-1662. 
Text, Tune, and Arrangement: Public Domain. 
 
“Hark, the Glad Sound!” Text: Phillip Doddridge, 1702-1751. Music: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820. Text and Music: 
Public Domain. 
 
“People, Look East”. Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965. Music: French carol; arr. Barry Rose, b. 1934. Text © Miss 
E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates. Tune: Public Domain. Arrangement: G. Schirmer, 
Inc. Los Angeles, CA.  
 
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” – arr. David Lasky, from The King of Glory: Advent Organ Settings by David Lasky, 
Augsburg Fortress, ©2013 
 
“Hark, the Glad Sound!” – arr. Elaine S. Dykstra, from Augsburg Organ Library:  Advent, Series II, Augsburg For-
tress, ©2011 
 
“An Advent Reflection” – arr. Joseph M. Martin, Hope Publishing Co., ©2019 
 
“On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” – arr. Lani Smith, from The Advent of Our God:  Carols of Promise and Ex-
pectation for Organ and Piano by Lani Smith, Lorenz Publishing Co., ©2015 
 
“People, Look East!” – arr. Kristina Langlois, from Five for the Christmas Season by Kristina Langlois, Morning Star 
Music Publishers, ©2000 


